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Book review of Paper 1&2: Conquest, control and resistance in the medieval world
In this book review, I will be reviewing the textbook that I used for my college A-Level History course, Paper 1&2: Conquest, control and resistance in the medieval world[footnoteRef:1]. Specifically, I will only be reviewing the parts of which I studied, which was The Crusades, c1095-1204 and England and the Angevin Empire in the reign of Henry II, 1154-89, and which in turn means I will not be reviewing the Anglo Saxons and the Anglo-Norman Kingdom c1053-1106 part of the textbook. This textbook was used in my first year of study at A-Level so 2023-2024 and I have still used it to reference some information in a few essays this year already. Its just over 400 pages long with each chapter having subchapters starting with an introduction and ending with information on how to prepare for the A-Levels.  [1:  Simon Davis, Simon Taylor and Georgina Blair, Paper 1&2: Conquest, Control and Resistance in the Medieval World, ed. by Rosemary Rees (London: Pearson Education Limited, 2015)] 

The Crusades, c1095-1204
The Crusades topic on my A-Level History course contained the information from what you could say was the four most important crusades; with those being the First Crusade (1096-1099), the Second Crusade (1147-1148), the Third Crusade (1189-1192) and the Fourth Crusade (1202-1204/1205 – which depends on when you consider the sacking of Constantinople or the creation of the Empire of Romania as the endpoint). The course also consisted of information regarding the Kings and Queen of Jerusalem from Baldwin I until Guy, the creation and the rise and fall of Outremer (the crusader states of the Kingdom of Jerusalem, the County of Tripoli, the County of Edessa and the Principality of Antioch), and finally the Muslim response to the Crusader’s actions. It covers a large time period but well into enough depth in order for you as the reader to fully comprehend the information given on the Crusades without it becoming a breadth topic.
This Chapter is frustrating to re-read as its not in topic order. For instance, the Fourth Crusade is mentioned at the end of the Chapter but the other crusades were mentioned well beforehand. In my opinion it should be grouped by topics. However, it is done this way due to how the A-Level course is set out.
In opposite, the Chapter’s strengths are that it’s filled with information in a way which doesn’t bombard you. There are lots of paragraphs but most of them aren’t exceedingly long or boring to read, which is a good thing as it would be a dull study otherwise. It explains the religious motivations of the crusades, the chivalric changes throughout the crusades, the unification of the Muslims through Saladin before the Third Crusade and the betrayals or inner conflicts between the crusaders. Another strength is the extra information it gives out as well as the explanation of key terms which allows the reader to understand more of the language used in the textbook without the difficulty of going to go to look for definitions and more information on people who don’t have a major factor, in order for them to not just be a name.
In essence, it well balances out all the information in a way which in turn means that as the reader you remain engaged throughout the whole chapter.                
England and the Angevin Empire in the reign of Henry II, 1154-89
This chapter contains the information from the point where Henry II becomes king in 1154 until his death in 1189. His reign started at the end of a civil war known as The Anarchy which began due to a dispute on who should be crowned after the death of Henry I in 1135, and his reign ended in humiliating defeat knowing that he had turned his whole family against him. Despite his family issues, Henry II still regarded a well-sized empire, at its peak containing parts of Ireland, Wales, the whole of England and the majority of France. Henry II even held more French lands than the French King did, although this was due to his marriage with Eleanor of Aquitaine (the former wife of Louis VII. Henry II also successfully reformed the countries finance, reformed coinage twice, introduced unpopular taxes, increased and restored royal lands, the assizes of Clarendon and Northampton, cracked down on corruption, introduced new legal documents such as writs as well as introduced Trials by Jury (which are still used today). Henry II also fell out with the Church multiple times, with the height of it being him mistakenly ordering the murder of Thomas Becket at Canterbury Cathedral on the 29th of December 1170. 
Henry II’s turbulent reign led to this chapter being quite enjoyable to read, which is a good thing. Just like the Crusades chapter, this chapter is engaging and informative. Unlike the Crusades chapter, it is better aligned with topics but this may be because of the nature of Henry II’s reign. Each paragraph isn’t too long or confusing but it flows well throughout.
The negatives for this chapter would be the lack of further information upon Eleanor of Aquitaine as she plays a crucial part for the turbulent reign of Henry II causing family rifts and betraying Henry II.
Overall, this chapter is also engaging, allowing the reader to focus more and indulge into the information provided.

The textbook as a whole
Obviously, reviewing only two chapters out of the three isn’t perfect, I didn’t study one of the chapters therefore I don’t see a need to review it. In my opinion, a textbook should be reviewed based upon its information rather than how it is structured. If it has a good flow then odds are that the structure is good too. For me anyway, I find this textbook to be incredibly useful as I have used it multiple times since college and I will most likely continue to use it into next year and possibly into my 3rd year, which is depending on what topics there will be to study of course.
The textbook itself is written to be easily understood and structured in a near perfect way in which it allows a more engaging study of its contents. Also, the images used in each chapter is useful for the information it is aligned to. It breaks up long pages of words into a more digestible approach when it comes to textbooks.
In terms of textbooks which I’ve used before, I would say Paper 1&2: Conquest, Control and Resistance in the Medieval World is one of the better ones alongside my Year 2 of college textbook. Again, this is because it’s published by the same publisher (Pearson Education Limited) for the Edexcel exam board for A-Level History but this textbook was always better than the other textbooks we used. It didn’t have all of the content in all the depth and details (hence why we occasionally used other textbooks) but for what college was, it was enough.
Finally, the positivity in this book review may come down to me just enjoying History and the subjects that were in this textbook. I can think of subject textbooks which weren’t as interesting or books that were just boring and having to write something positive about them would be difficult. However, due to me enjoying the subjects, it makes the textbook more favourable in my opinion.
In conclusion, I would recommend this textbook for anyone who has an interest in the topics in this textbook as it is a very good starting point for a broad knowledge on these subjects. In terms of university study, I would still recommend as it’s a good starting point for information. Obviously, you can’t fully depend on the information for essays but you can use it in conjunction with other sources for a more properly developed essay or even to reremind of the events of the Crusades or Henry II’s struggles, etc.
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