Databasing exercise, 2105399. 

Database Exercise (Modern) 

 

This databasing exercise will explore the Fabiana c.1819. Firstly, the paper will use serval named databases such as ‘Slave Voyages. Org Liberated Africans. Org, ShipIndex.org’, as well as primary and secondary sources. These sources include journals from the House of commons and references to historians who add to the field of scholarship, such Suzanne Schwarz and David Richardson. The essay will start with, annotating the ships’ journey by questioning what happened on the Fabiana, who was the ships’ captain and who was on that very sailing by exploring gender, age and other significant factors recorded on manuscript databases. The essay will then go on to explore the methodology-  both quantitive and qualitative research, before finally concluding what the Fabiana’s voyage tells us about trans-Atlantic slavery overall. 

Ship 2315 or otherwise known as the Fabiana first voyaged in Havana c.1819 and sailed for over one hundred and twenty-one days[footnoteRef:1], before finally disembarking in Sierra Leone. The captain, Juan Garcia had twenty-four crew members aboard his ship along with thirteen slaves. It has been documented, that of the thirteen slaves twelve of them were male and  thirteenth was female. “Females entering the Atlantic slave trade were destined [. . .] primarily to live and die producing sugar and other crops rather than children.”[footnoteRef:2] As asserted by David Richardson. Again, this supports the academic school study that the trade was a business and was always meant to create a new world economical means. It was extremely difficult to extradite information on why there was only one female and 12 males, alas this ship sailed just after the monarch, Georgii III, who passed the ‘Act to explain Three Acts, passed in the Forty-Sixth, Forty-Seventh and Fifty-first Years of His Majesty's Reign, respectively, for the Abolition of the Slave Trade.’ [footnoteRef:3]  [1:   Trans- Atlantic Slave Trade – Database, Slave Voyages, 2008,  <>, [last accessed 27th November 2021]. yages.org/voyage/2315/variables 
]  [2:  Jennifer L. Morgan  discussing David Richardson, Accounting for “The Most Excruciating Torment”: Gender, Slavery, and Trans-Atlantic Passages , Vol. 6, No. 2,  (University of Illinois Press, Champaign, Illinois, United States), p.186. [last accessed 28th November 2021]
]  [3:  The Royal Victorian Navy, Legislation on the Slave Trade Act,  Georgii III, cap. XLIX, An Act to explain Three Acts, passed in the Forty Sixth, Forty Seventh and Fifty first Years of His Majesty's Reign, respectively, for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 1998, <https://www.pdavis.nl/Legis_33.htm >, [last accessed 28th November 2021].] 


The ‘Slave Voyages.org.’ database  states that all who were on the ship embarked at Trade Town(Havana)  and disembarked at Free Town (Sierra Leone).  There is little information kept on these sights, however, scholar Suzzanne Schwarz, who fruitfully added to the field of slave histography on  the topic,  expressed that the Fabiana, a Spanish schooner, seized at sea, was the next vessel condemned on 7th October 1819 for (a) ‘breach of the treaty’… [footnoteRef:4].  The breach was by Juan Garcia, who was the ships’ captain.  It was recorded that he ‘sailed into Trade Town (in) afternoon of the 1st of September; when he gave orders to sail again’ [footnoteRef:5] despite his crew and officers protesting against his demands. This illegal command caused much controversy as three slaves aboard the ship were kept in canons overnight ashore the ocean. Interestingly, the ‘Slave Voyages’ website states that the Fabiana’s outcome  includes that ‘Court of Mixed Commission, Sierra Leone, condemned’[footnoteRef:6].  It is fair to propose that, in this sense, condemned meant the captains actions, as explained above.  [4:  Suzzanne Schwarz, EXTENDING THE AFRICAN NAMES DATABASE: NEW EVIDENCE FROM SIERRA LEONE, (African Economic History, University of Wisconsin Press, Madison, Wisconsin), 2010, p. 139. ]  [5:  Great Britain. Foreign and Commonwealth Office, British and Foreign State Papers, (London, Orchid Street Westminster), 1830,  p.68-69, <https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=v44AAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA68&lpg=PA68&dq=juan+garcia+fabiana+1819&source=bl&ots=vBr87dmPr5&sig=ACfU3U3Xws7kp54R0Jew6pvwMTbHNLTx_A&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiv3tPXorn0AhWcQUEAHd6cAVEQ6AF6BAgLEAM#v=onepage&q=juan%20garcia%20fabiana%201819&f=false> , [last accessed, 27th November 2021]. ]  [6:  Trans- Atlantic Slave Trade – Database, Slave Voyages, 2008,  <https://www.slavevoyages.org/voyage/2315/variables>, [last accessed 27th November 2021]. 
] 



The methodology used mainly in this field of study includes quantitative and qualitative research. The quantitative study supporting the analysis of physical records and manuscripts of the slave trade involving numbers of crew, and slaves- essentially the quantitative study works with numerical data (in conjunction with contextual research methods); highlighting the extent of the trade,  its horrendous effects and most importantly the adverse effects in which the trade caused in society then and now. The second approach is a qualitative study which works with observations and words to create definition and meaning in scholarship. This is done by many articles and journals, namely including Suzzanne Swartz, David Richardson, David Eltis and Jennifer L. Morgan. Moreover, this is not diminishing their works in qualitative data, scholars do use all and any approaches to develop works. However, it can be said that in the I would be conducting, I would approach the scholarship by using both these methodologies. Another critical approach I will be using GIS. GIS new software which can pinpoint the location of persons and their journey on the trade,  as well as being able to record the number of people there at one point. Not only is it able to do that,  it also is able to layer maps together and- by comparing and contrasting data over many years - to show, the full extent of the trade’s atrocities 
It is important to discuss what school I will use in my approach to the methodology of this essay. When scrolling academia, it is extremely difficult to find many studies on the Fabiana, which leaves scope to approach the study from any angle I find necessary,  It is worth mentioning such an approach that did spark interest in research which is as followed. It is , of course the illegal activity that Juan Garcia carried out while on 2315’s voyage. There are many documents recording this incident in detail such as the one bellow from the Houses of Commons, which states that it was ‘A serious offence in the seas; however, during the ‘ninth register of liberated Africans spanning the period of February 1819 to October 1822’ (there was some) 270 names not recorded on the African Names Database. These crossings were mainly on the ship titled Sypher c.1819’ but it did also directly involve schooner Fabiana. Due to the so-called dangerous transactions of Garcia. This will enable a wider scholarly debate in the slave trade, exploring not only the illegal ethics within the slave trade, the prosecution for these actions, as well as the wider representation of the poor souls who endured this era of history.  No one database can put a number on the amount of suffering by the slaves of the trade, however, it can raise awareness of the extensive history of slaves, lost over time. Thus, this will then permit links to understand the wider slave trade as a whole. 
.
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