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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

Word court - 2189

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

In this essay, I will be discussing an incident involving my actions and decision making to prevent and protect a vulnerable person involving a domestic assault. During this essay I will be using the Gibbs’ (1988) (The university of Edinburgh, 2020) model explaining how I managed the incident, and how I felt making the decision using my discretion and decision making.

Description
This incident involved a third person contacting the police due to overhearing an ongoing domestic disturbance next door. There was very little information received from the call handler, due to person reporting only stating the fact she could hear shouting. 
Due to the limited information to process at the time, while on route to the incident I requested further checks to be conducted from the control room, for any previous intelligence, whom was linked to this address and if there had been any previous incident so myself and my colleague could have some sort of strategy before arriving, Unfortunately the information was limited.  
While arriving to the incident, I saw a male locking his front door wanting to leave. I could see the male had been in an altercation due to his t-shirt being partially torn off and his behaviour was very suspicious when sighting officers.
Due to this, I exited the police vehicle and spoke to the male. Immediately I saw the male had blood on his hands and was intoxicated due to his speech and behaviour. According to (Brookoff, 1997) they conducted a survey on domestic assaults. 92% of the victim stated that the suspect had used alcohol or drugs on the day of the assault. 28% of the suspects had previously been arrested for violence, and in this case 85% of children had witnessed the assault occurring.
At this moment, I had to consider that there may have to be protentional forensic opportunities, but making sure my safety was priority and locating the potential victim.
While speaking to the male, he seemed very distraught and was concerned that he had lost his eight puppies, the whole situation at first did not make any sense due to the fact he was not forthcoming with information to why he had blood on his hands and a ripped top.
The whole time the male was speaking, I was considering my powers, as I may have needed to gain entry to the address. Knowing one of the Police powers being section 17 of Pace, I knew I had power to gain entry to save life or limb under this section (Legislation.gov.uk 2012).
The male invited myself into the address whereby I stated I would help search for the dogs. This was a tactical approach to search the address for any potential victims or to gather information/evidence on what may have occurred in the house due to the male to have blood on his hands. 
While entering the address, I could see there were patches of blood stains over the sofa and blood spots splattered on the wall. According to (www.encyclopedia ,com, n.d) Blood splatter or bloodstain pattern interpretation is a technique that seeks to piece together the events that caused bleeding. Due to the blood splatter on the wall, this will help CSI determine the crime which may have been committed.
While searching the address, I did not locate any other persons, but I noticed there was a child living at the address due to toys and a children’s bedroom. This raised concerns, I contacted my colleague to explain the situation. 
While speaking to my colleague, she stated that the victim has turned up at the address outside in a vehicle with her mother and had a large amount of blood on her face.  I then considered my powers and explained to the male I was going to detain him until officers could establish the events.
The male was placed into the police vehicle until I spoke to victim. While speaking to the victim, I noticed she had an open wound from the top of her head all the way to her forehead. This was an approximate size of 10-inch wound, whereby you could see the skull. Due to the information the male was arrested for Section 18 GBH. 	

Feelings
Throughout the whole time I was dealing with this male, not knowing what the incident involved, or knowing whom the male was or if he had any warning markers, I was calm and was continually thinking of evidence or information, while asking him questions and searching the address. Due to lack of information, I knew that I had to ask relevant questions to establish an outcome as there may have been a crime scene. I showed confidence in my presence and ability, making sure the male knew that I was not intimated by him or the situation. There were a few occasions when the male seemed to become agitated towards myself and at times, I believed he was looking for escape routes. (Explain, why they escape and under the influence) This was when I made a decision to detain the male, and to prevent any evidential evidence on his hands or clothing.
Knowing that this was the first incident reported to the police linked to the persons involved, was very alarming, especially that the report came from a 3rd person, not the victim herself. (Women’s Aid, 2022) state that according to CSEW they collated date in March 2018, whereby only 18% of women reported domestic violence to the Police, within 12 months. 
 I understand there is a large percentage of domestic violence related incidents that do not get reported to the police (amount, example) and this incident made me personally think of those victims worried or afraid to report due to repercussion. My biggest concern is that a child also lived at the address, not at the time of the incident, but would have been in the morning after.
I knew that the updates relating to this incident had to be raised with the appropriate agencies and supervisors and all the correct VU codes and support was required.

Evaluation 
During the incident, I knew that my decision making was paramount. It had to be accurate and precise due to the evidence that I witnessed inside the address. Due to the male’s erratic behaviour and uncertainty, I made a decision at that time (JPLANE) to detain the male under the common law act 1967. (Legislation. Gov.UK, 2011) states that ‘A person may use force as is reasonable in the circumstances in the prevention of crime, or in effecting or assisting in the lawful arrest of offenders.
as I knew he had been involved in an incident, unsure to what extent at the time. Due to not known any history or warning markers of the male, I took no exception and considered my own safety. According to (Johnson, 2011) a survey was conducted whereby out of 1,951 domestic incidents officer attended, there had been 5 incidents where officers were assaulted carrying out their duty. Following this, a survey was also conducted with (statistics on the number of police officer, n.d.) Showing that in 2018/19 30,000 officers were assaulted on duty with 20,578 being assaulted with no injury with a 13% increase from the previous year and 10,399 occurring an injury with an increase of 27%. 
After disclosing with my colleague that an assault occurred within the address between the male and female causing a serious injury, I knew at that time that my decision making to detain the male to secure any further evidence on the male and in the property was correct. With all the information received, I arrested the male for GBH due to the seriousness of the injury. 

Victim
The victim completed a statement after receiving treatment from Hospital, whereby the results of injury were extreme. The female suffered a 10 inch open wound trauma to the head, receiving 15 stables. She also sustained a broken cheek bone and bruising/swelling to her neck and arm. 
The female while disclosing injuries, further disclosed that she has been a repeat victim within the relationship and has never had the courage to report any incidents, due to fear for her safety and her children.  According to (National Centre for domestic violence, 2023) the risk of serious assault and death is at its highest when they leave an abusive relationship. 38% of women are killed by their ex-partner from 2009-2018 were killed within the first month of leaving their partner, and 89% of death in the first year.
This stat shows that the fear of leaving a relationship is extreme and knowing that you have been in an abusive relationship, the risk of harm is high. 

VFR 
Victims focus referral is part of the victim codes used within the Police. This allows the Police to refer the victim’s details to an agency who will make contact within a short period of time. The agency will offer support and advice/guidance on the incident or assist with emotional state.	

MARAC and PPN (Devon County Council, 2011)
When officer attends or deals with any vulnerable individual or domestic related incident, we are required to submit a PPN (Public protection notice) this is completed with or without the individual’s request. If there the individual gives consent for any domestic incident, they are required to answer 21 questions, which related to previous/current relationship. This then allows the PPN to be assessed and risked. If the risk is high, this will be discussed in a MARAC.
A MARAC referral is a multi-agency risk assessment conference which is information sharing for high-risk domestic abuse cases. 

VPS	
A VPS is a victim personal statement is a further statement taken from the victim or witness which allows them to express how the incident has affected them personally. The statement does not need to be taken straight away, as incidents can affect persons at different times, but it is required to be taken before sentencing. 

Special measures 
Special measures are put in place for vulnerable or intimated victims or witnesses to make sure they are protected or assured they are safe, so they can give the best evidence relating to the incident. A vulnerable person is any person under the age 18 years old at the time of committing the offence, or if they have a mental disorder, physical disability or a significant impairment of social function and intelligence (College of Policing, n.d).

Analysis 
I knew during this incident; I had to try and preserve as much evidence as possible and ask relevant questions while my body worn camera was activated to have this hard evidence to help assist with the investigation. Having this evidence on camera and in my statement will allow the CPS to have an insight of my first encounter with the suspect and the condition of the property while in there. I always use a tactic while dealing with members of the public, that I remain calm and try to be their friend. This is due to the fact that at the time, the male I was speaking to could have been the victim as he was the only person around that area at the time. While I was speaking to him, he stated that his girlfriend had assaulted him and the blood in the property was from him. After the male was arrested and interviewed, he had no remorse of what happened, that shows his personality and affection for his partner. This is a good example of a repeat offender in a domestic relationship due to the fact he did not care about the outcome or show concerns of the injury of his partner, the mother of his child. 
Conclusion
Analysing the situation on my actions, I felt that at the time I done everything I could of to deal with it the best I could. I analysed the male’s persona and behaviours and when I felt the situation was calm enough, I explained to the male I was going to detain him until I gather further information. Due to the intoxication of the male being under the influence of cocaine and alcohol, I had to risk assess my personal safety as from previous incidents with other suspects they can become very irate and aggressive within a matter of seconds. According to (Cocaine.org, 2013) snorting cocaine has an immediate effect such as increase in heart rate, anger or hostility towards others. Not knowing how long the male had taken cocaine, the situation may have been different.

Action plan
If I attended a similar incident again, there is not much that I would have changed. I felt I dealt with the situation well and controlled the suspect the best I could of under the circumstances. The aftermath of the incident I completed all relevant documents to ensure the victim had the relevant service and support.
The only action I would done different, is possible put evidence bags around the male’s hands to preserve any evidence which was on his hands, due to the amount of blood on there. Swabs were taken in custody which showed enough evidence, with the results showing the victims blood on the subject.














Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 

Word count - 2001 words

In this essay I will discussing and evaluating an incident which I have attended and took a significant role in gathering information and evidence of a Road traffic collision, involving life threatening injuries. I will be using the GIBBS reflection model to evaluate my methods and decisions during this incident. 

Road’s policing

(Police.UK) The law defines a reportable road traffic collision as a collision involving a mechanically propelled vehicle on a road or other public. (Rolison et al., 2018) states that motor vehicle collisions cause more than 1.2 million deaths worldwide and an even greater number of non-fatal injures each year, having a large effect on victims’ health and wellbeing, and their families. According to (Rolison et al., 2018) There are no specific answers to why there are so many collisions, but it mainly depends on the characteristics of the driver, their skill level, confidence, and inexperience.

According to (Clark et al., 2010) Studies were conducted from 10 UK police forces, where it states that older drivers are more likely to have a RTC (Road traffic collision) due to their decline in health. This can influence their visual, cognitive and mobility functioning. According to the studies conducted within this journal, the main reasons for younger drivers to be involved in an RTC could be down to their experience, excessive speed, driving recklessly or being under the influence of drugs or alcohol. Male drivers are more likely to be involved in an incident to their manner of driving and there being a higher percentage of drink or drug driving. 


Description - Incident

I received information in relation to a road traffic collision whereby a male has been injured during the incident. According to (Department for Transport, 2022) in 2021 there was an estimate that 27,440 people in the United Kingdom where either killed or seriously injured. This was a decrease of 11% from 2019. There was a decrease in road traffic collision during the pandemic, due to less road users at the time. Due to the pandemic, there were less collisions involving vehicles, but an increase in casualties from pedal cycles. 

in 2021 there was a 44% of fatalities were car occupants, 23% were pedestrians and 20% were motorcycles. 


The information I received was minimal at the time, but I was aware the vehicle who caused the collision was no longer at scene. An offence was committed before officers arrival due the subject not complying with the road traffic collisions Section 170 of the Road Traffic Act 1988, which states the driver to stop, report accident and give information or documents (Road Traffic Act 1988, 2019)

Due to being a response officer, I have attached myself to the incident and attend the location whereby the report was made. On arriving at the scene an elderly male was laying on the floor near his parked vehicle in pain. The male was not very responsive at the time, and there were no obvious injuries. I used an mnemonic that was DRABC which is priority to any injured person;

D – Check for dangers
R – Check for a response
A – Open airways
B – Check breathing 
C – Check circulation 

According to (St John Ambulance, 2019) a primary survey is a quick assessment to treat any life-threatening conditions a casualty many encountered. 

While speaking to the male, he stated that he has been hit by a vehicle while he was getting into his vehicle. He stated that he had pain in his back, hip and his leg. Due to the severity of the injury, I immediately called for assistance for further officers and for ambulance to be called. 

The reason for further units was for road closures and to preserve evidence. I continued to update the control on information which I was being received from the male and members of the public. While reassuring the injured male and continuously engaging with him to so he remained consciousness, the ambulance arrived. Information that I was aware of was passed to the paramedics whereby they took control.

While paramedics were dealing with the male, I took the opportunity to organise the road closures by passing instructions over the airwaves to other officers. I informed for all witnesses to remain at scene, and when safe to do so, details were taken from them which was added to the incident log. Several witnesses stated that a black male, driving a blue Vaxual CORSA at speed on the opposite side of the road. They have witnessed the victim being hit by the vehicle whereby he has been forced over the vehicle travelling at speed. 

Due to this information, I have passed information to the CCTV room for further investigations to be carried out. CCTV had captured the incident on camera and the vehicle registration was also captured. I requested that a vehicle check to be carried out, along with any named drivers on the policy. 

With the information received from the control room, there was no match for a male driver on the policy. A witness came forward and stated that the driver of the vehicle came back to the scene after the collision and left the scene again. Due to this occurring, the witness stated that he recognised the male and passed over his details. I requested further checks to be conducted on this male, whereby officers have attended the home address and established the damaged vehicle was parked outside his property, whereby he was then arrested for Section 1A of the Road Traffic Act 1988 Causing serious injury by dangerous driving. 

While still at scene, there were debris of the damage vehicle from the suspect, which I took pictures of, and location were located for evidential purposes. These were then put into evidence bags for further investigation. 

The parts collected at scene matched the vehicle which officers located outside the suspects property. 

Due to the severity of the injury, air ambulance were required to attend. Due to knowing the area to some degree, I communicated with the paramedics for a suitable place for the air ambulance to land and arranged for officers to collect the paramedics to convey them to the scene to analyse the male. Male was then transported to Health Hospital whereby the male sustained a broken pelvis and femur from this incident. 

Evaluation 

I knew that during this incident, my decision making, and communication had to be accurate and precise. If I made the wrong decision from traffic control and first aid, the situation may have been different. If the scene was not protected by the road closure correctly, this could have put myself and the victim in serious danger due to being a busy road. If the decision I made in relation to first aid were incorrect, then this also may have caused further injury to the male which may have been more life changing. I made the decision to keep the male in the position he was located and tried to comfort him and ask questions to establish his injuries to pass over to the paramedics. I knew that if I moved the male at all, after being told he had pain in his back, the situation may have been different. I knew that my decision making at this time was the correct decision to make sure I persevered the best evidence, but most importantly the injured male. I JPLANED the who whole situation, by continuously adapting to the surrounding and weather conditions. 

Victim and witness care and support

The victim and witnesses should receive support from the earliest opportunity to make sure they benefit from the support which South Wales Police provide. 


The victim after treatment in hospital was contacted by officers and other agencies, show ascertain a statement. Also completed are victim update codes (VU 1,2,3,4) which allow officers and officers of hierarchy to make sure the victim has continuous engagement with SWP and to keep the victim updated on the investigation.


Analysis 

In relation to this incident and after further investigation, it was clear that the arrested male was traveling over the speed limit. The speed limit for that specific road was 30mph. The driver had no considerations for the law nor did he have any consideration for the members of public. The subject was travelling on the opposite side of the road at speed. The driver was very lucky that the male sustained injuries, not death. 
After further investigation by speaking to witnesses and CCTV enquiries, it was established that the victim had walked behind his own vehicle, which was facing oncoming traffic, so in the correct position, whereby he has walked to the driver’s side of the vehicle.
While walking in this direction of the vehicle’s drivers’ side, the subjects vehicle had been travelling at speed on the wrong side of the road which has then made contact with the male. Due to the speed and direction of travel, the vehicle collided with the victim, which immediately made the victim overturn in the air, landing on his back.

The subject’s vehicle has also collided with an oncoming vehicle which has caused parts of his vehicle to be left at scene.


Conclusion 

If this incident occurred again or if a similar incident occurred, there would not have been much that I would have changed. I felt that my police training and personal experience/knowledge of collision become apparent. My priority in any incident is to preserve life to the best I can, and in this case the victim welfare was my priority. Having the victim continuously engaging with myself to avoid going in and out of consciousness before paramedics turned up. 

If there was a slight change to how I handled the situation, I would of possibly took more information from the witnesses, but due to there being so many and all coming towards myself with the information the same time, I could of asked them to remain at the scene until the relevant time was practical. 

Action plan 

It’s very difficult to predict an incident if it occurred again due to situations and incidents being different. Due to the new reduction in speed law starting September, this hopefully will reduce travelling speed and reduce future collisions and allow drivers more time to react and process.   

Being new to the role and the area in which I cover, I am aware of main roads but unsure of small sides streets. Due to the closure of the road, I diverted traffic to a side street. An issue occurred whereby the side street could not have a constant flow of traffic. This then created another problem due to traffic being in stand still. After a short period of time, further units arrived and assisted with this issue. 

If I was conducting a road closure in the future, I would have communicated more affectively with the local Police Community Support Officers or officers on my team, who have been working the area for a good while and would have better knowledge and understanding of the area. According to (Moore, 2012) ‘A lack of communication typically occurs when someone experiences challenges with effectively communicating their needs and expectations’. When you are in the middle of the incident, not knowing what the traffic flow is out of sight, and trying to communicate over the airwaves, with three other sectors using the same channel, this became challenging and stressful. (Moore, 2012) states that ineffective communication can lead to misunderstanding or disagreements. This is exactly what occurred for a few moments when arrived at scene. 

Looking back, I would have closed the road much further away from the incident, whereby vehicles had room to manoeuvre and leave the area completely. I would have also requested that this incident to be changed to a different radio channel, meaning that only persons attached to the incident could speak and communicate more effectively. This would also allow the inspectors or higher authorities to observe the incident more clearly due to it being a major incident at the start, not knowing the male’s conditions.
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