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[bookmark: _Toc222944041]1. Evaluating Academic Sources Using the CRAAP Test
Source 1 Evaluation
Bond et al. (2020) authored the first scholarly source and was discovered in Google Scholar. The article analyzes the engagement of students in digital learning in tertiary learning institutions.
The source was published in 2020, which makes it relevant to the present-day digital learning practices in terms of currency. Since digital education has evolved very fast in the past years, the information offered in recent research is more precise and helpful. The applicability of the source is high due to the fact that it is directly dedicated to the topic of digital learning and higher education student engagement.
The source is also authoritative since it is published in a peer-reviewed scholarly journal and is authored by education researchers. This makes the information credible. The credibility of the source is justified by the academic research and other studies references. The aim of the article is to inform the readers on the digital learning and interaction with students. Thus, the given source can be considered as trustworthy and suitable in academia.
Source 2 Evaluation
The second source is authored by Dhawan (2020) and was also found in Google Scholar. This paper explains the usefulness of online learning in higher education.
The source is also up-to-date and topical as it is the reflection of contemporary digital learning conditions. The relevancy is high, since it elaborates both the advantages and the struggles students undergo during an online learning.
The credibility of the source is high as it is written in one of the established academic journals. The article is informed by academic evidence, and this guarantees accuracy. The article is aimed at analysing online learning and enhancing the knowledge of digital education. That is why this source is reliable and appropriate to academic research.
[bookmark: _Toc222944042]2. Synthesis of Academic Sources
Bond et al. (2020) and Dhawan (2020) emphasize the significance of digital education in higher education. One of the major similarities is that online education enhances access to education and enables students to study in a flexible manner. According to Bond et al. (2020), digital learning enhances student engagement because it avails learning materials at any time. On the same note, Dhawan (2020) says that online learning enables students to learn on their own and get access to resources with ease.
Nonetheless, Dhawan (2020) also accentuates the difficulties, and Bond et al. (2020) pay more attention to the engagement. The synthesis of the two sources makes it obvious that digital learning has its advantages and disadvantages, and learners must be strong academically to accomplish the desired results.

[bookmark: _Toc222944043]3. Identifying a Key Challenge and Opportunity
Lack of digital skills is one of the challenges. According to dhawan (2020), students with low digital literacy are likely to find it difficult to utilize the online learning environment.
Flexibility is one of the opportunities. According to Bond et al. (2020), digital learning enables students to get access to materials whenever they need them, and this can assist in self-learning and enhance success.

[bookmark: _Toc222944044]4. Academic Planning
Component 2 will consist of introduction, challenge, opportunity, strategy and conclusion. The introduction will present digital learning. The issues will be analysed in the challenges and opportunities sections. The strategies section will recommend how students can be successful which includes being more digital literate and time management. In conclusion, the summary will be given.
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[bookmark: _Toc222944047]Introduction 
Online education has been the main focus of the higher education system whereby students are able to access educational materials via online means and digital resources. Virtual learning, online resources and digital communication are becoming more popular in universities as a support to teaching and learning. This paradigm has brought challenges and opportunities to students. Though digital learning offers flexibility and allows access to a broader area of information, it also demands the students to acquire new academic and digital skills. Knowledge of these obstacles and possibilities is the key to academic success in the digital age. In this report, the researcher will focus on the critical issues that students experience when studying digitally, discussing the opportunities offered by digital technologies and recommending the solutions that students can implement to adjust and succeed in higher learning.

[bookmark: _Toc222944048]Challenges for Students in the Digital Era
The digital illiteracy is one major problem that students encounter in the digital age. Digital literacy is the capacity to use digital tools in the process of locating, appraising and utilizing information. Ng (2012) notes that the lack of digital literacy can make students unable to navigate the online learning platform and assess academic resources. This may have a negative impact on their academic results and self-esteem.
Digital distraction is an additional issue. Social media, entertainment, and other non-academic content are available via digital devices and may cause students to lose their concentration and output. Junco (2012) discovered that too much social media use can adversely affect academic results of the students lowering the time of studying and concentration. This demonstrates that online learning can pose obstacles to learning.
Such difficulties demonstrate the need to gain such academic skills as time management, critical thinking, and digital literacy. The absence of such skills can make students unable to be successful in online learning environments.

[bookmark: _Toc222944049]Opportunities in the Digital Era
With such difficulties, online learning offers valuable student opportunities. Flexibility is one of the key opportunities. Online education offers the student the opportunity to acquire learning resources at any time and wherever one wishes to. Dhawan (2020) says that online learning helps students to study at their own pace and have more control over their schedules. This malleability is capable of enhancing the learning outcomes and facilitating self-directed learning.
The other significant opportunity is that it has a lot of academic resources. Online journals, e-books and learning videos are available online through digital channels. This makes students carry out research easier and build their academic knowledge. Bond et al. (2020) emphasize that digital learning could enhance the engagement of students because of the accessibility and interactive nature of learning materials.
These opportunities demonstrate that the digital learning can provide academic success in case students utilize the digital tools effectively and acquire the needed academic skills.

[bookmark: _Toc222944050]How Students Can Adapt to Succeed
Students must learn to manage their time effectively to succeed in the digital period. Time management assists students to plan their study time and to accomplish the academic activities effectively. Broadbent and Poon (2015) report that students who have good time management abilities succeed in online classes. Academic performance can be enhanced by planning study time and eliminating distractions.
The other key move is the development of digital literacy skills. The students should be taught how to operate online and evaluate information, access academic materials using digital tools. According to Ng (2012), academic success in digital learning is achieved through digital literacy. With enhanced digital literacy, the students would be able to perform better research and use online platforms without fear.

Another crucial skill to success is the ability of critical thinking. Students will have to test the credibility of the information found online and apply scholarly sources accordingly. Critical thinking enables students to critically analyse information and make good quality arguments on their academic work. Paul and Elder (2014) provide that critical thinking enhances the capacity of students to make informed academic choices.
These measures can assist students to overcome and exploit the opportunities that come with digital learning.

[bookmark: _Toc222944051]Conclusion 
To sum up, online education has posed challenges and opportunities to higher education students. The issues like digital illiteracy and digital distraction can have a harmful impact on learning outcomes. But there are other opportunities of digital learning that includes flexibility and access to academic resources. At the same time, time management, digital literacy, and critical thinking are crucial academic abilities that a student must have in order to be successful in the digital world. Such abilities will help the students to eliminate obstacles and leverage digital tools. In general, learners with good academic competence are able to adjust and succeed academically in the virtual learning platform.
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Key Academic Skills for Student Success in
the Digital Era

Why it is important:

Digital literacy is essential for students to effectively use online
learning platforms and access academic resources. It allows stude
to find, evaluate, and use information correctly.

Supporting academic evidence:
Ng (2012) explains that digital literacy is a critical skill for academic

success in digital learning environments.

How students can apply this ski
Students can improve digital literacy by learning how to use university
platforms, accessing online journals, and evaluating reliable academic
sources.

‘Why it is important:
Time management helps students organise their study schedule and complete
assignments on time. It improves productivity and reduces stress.

Supporting academic evidence:

Broadbent and Poon (2015) found that students with good time management skills
perform better in online learning.
How students can apply this s|

Students can use planners, create study schedules, and avoid distractions during study
time.

Why it is important:

Critical thinking helps students analyse information and

evaluate academic sources. It allows students to develop
strong academic arguments.

Supporting academic evidence: Skill 3: Critical Thinking ]
Paul and Elder (2014) state that critical thinking improves
students’ ability to analyse and use academic information

effectively.

How students can apply this skill:

Students can question information, use academic sources,
and analyse different viewpoints.

" References Conclusion

In conclusion, digital literacy, time management, and
critical thinking are essential academic skills for
success in the digital era. These skills help students
overcome challenges and use  digital learning
opportunities effectively.





