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As we approach the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, it seems an appropriate time to reflect upon the events of the 2nd world war. With that in mind, critically discuss and respond to the idea that evil can be explored through the practice of semiology?
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The Swastika. A Symbol of good luck, good fortune, and well-being. That is until, Hitler stole it.

Many words and thoughts spring to mind when mentioning the Nazi symbol. Racism, Fascism, Oppression and most importantly, Evil. 
evil deeds must flow from the volition to do something evil. An evil action is one so horrendously bad that no ordinary decent human being can conceive of doing it, and an evil person is one who knowingly wills or orders such actions. Malignant evil—doing evil because it is evil—is not just possible but real, and is one of several kinds of evil delineated. (Singer, 2004, p. 185)
Though it's quite self-contradictory considering its roots.

The origin of the geometric figure is a prime example of how the practice of semiology can be very important within transculturalism. Understanding that, visual signs can change/adapt and be manipulated through mundane things to extraordinary events is the many ways of having a deeper understanding of how we can control the way we perceive signs. 
So how important are visual signs if they can easily be altered by how its perceived? Most importantly, what is evil and what makes the Swastika the most diabolical symbol to grace this earth? The hatred the symbol pose for itself is expected, considering what it stands for today, a synonymous with fascism. However, dating back to 12,000 years ago, the infamous symbol was used for positive messages, so how can something that was created for positivity be viewed entirely negative? Which brings me to write this paper. 
Is the Swastika really that evil?

It's important to recognize what evil is to me, you and everyone else, as it’s a broad concept to comprehend due to the many components within the topic. In this paper I'll be discussing how the meaning behind visual signs can alter through transculturation, applying it to the Swastika and linking it with the idea of evil. 
To fully understand the importance of the power and impact of the Swastika, we need to know how important is visual communication?
Visual language can be dated back to the paleolithic era. Cavemen would draw on walls similarly to why we make art today. To communicate. Later, Egyptians would use hieroglyphics to represent their language. In modern times, it has since then evolved to convey a route, tell a story, provide a statistic, and still, to help communicate with one another, but on a deeper level.  It also helps defeat the language barrier when abroad as many people may use images to get their information across if the other being isn't fluent in their native language. It also gives better retention of information, because the human brain procedure for collecting information is the most successful in image form, and one can retain visual material for much longer than if it was given verbally. This is because visual information is stored in long-term memory, and words/texts are accumulated in short term memory.
A study conducted on active learning showed that 10-20% of the participants were able to remember spoken and written information while over 50% of visuals and images was remembered. It is important to aim at retention of information when passing marketing products and services (eztalks, 2019)
I personally believe visual communication is the oldest and the most effective language to ever commence, here's why. 
Visual communication is flexible, unlike verbal communication. It can adapt to the liking of the audience, as an example; When advertising a poster, it's important to consider elements such as, colours, as certain colours have different meanings in different cultures;

Red symbolizes love and passion in many countries such as, America, Europe and United Kingdom. However, ironically, it's also the colour of the devil, danger and death. In addition, South Asia uses the colour red to symbolise fear, wealth, purity, marriage, beauty and love. Though, African Cultures use the colour red to represent death and grief. Therefore, taking this into consideration, a piece of information can be understood in the same way when done correctly. 
Visuals are more flexible than words.
Which is why many signs/symbols can be perceived differently when it’s a mass communication, it's important to understand culture differences, when trying to get a wide range of attention. Hence why its crucial to differentiate how each culture may view the colour red. In some situations, the western culture may perceive the colour red similarly to those in Indian, its vital to understand how the colour red is being portrayed. If the colour is in a heart shape, both cultures will view it as love and marriage. However, if the colour red is in the Swastika, it is then viewed as evil in one culture and hope, and positivity in the other.
Which brings me back to the discussion about the origins of the Swastika.
I believe it's necessary to start off by understanding what exactly the Swastika is. The symbol is best characterised as a cross with the arms bent at right 90 degree angles. As far as geometric shapes go, this one is far more irregular in length. It has its long history dating back to more than 12,000 years ago. The swastika was and still is an important symbol to those who are Hindus and Buddhists in India and many other Asian Countries, however each culture would have different meanings and designs catered to the symbol.
“The word ‘swastika’ is a Sanskrit word (‘svasktika’) meaning ‘It is’, ‘Well Being’, ‘Good Existence, and ‘Good Luck” (Black, 2019) Though in different countries it has different meanings, such as; ‘Fylfot’ in England, ‘Wan’ in China, and ‘Hakenkreuz’ in Germany. It’s had its fair share of traveling in many parts in Europe where it would be found on ivory figurines, textiles, the Christian Catacombs in Rome, embroidery, and even in churches in Kazakhstan, it was a very popular symbol around the world that stood for great things.
 According to P.R Sarkar, a Sanskrit scholar, just like any symbol, it too can also have both a positive and a negative, depending on how its drawn. As shown below, the clockwise Swastika is the symbol of God Vishnu and Sun, while the anti-clockwise Swastika represents Kali and Magic.
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Though this is quite common in ancient traditions.
The world loved the Swastika, and even companies would use the symbolic cross within their advertisement. Steven Heller, a US Graphic Designer, published his book The Swastika: Symbol Beyond Redemption, where he discusses how it was enthusiastically embraced in the Western culture as an architectural motif, in both advertising and product design.
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However, as the Swastika grew in popularity, it became shackled into a much more violated movement: A sweep of fascism across the lands of Germany.

Though how did Hitler seize the symbol for his own?

Back in the 19th Century, German scholars translating old Indian texts, discovered the symbol themselves. This is where they notice similarities between their own language and the Sanskrit. Around this time is when they decided that Indians and Germans must have shared ancestors where they imaged a race of warriors, such as white gods called Aryans.

That’s when the irregular geometric shape was colonized by a “anti-Semitic nationalist groups who appropriated the swastika as an Aryan symbol to boost a sense of ancient lineage for the Germanic people.” (Campion, 2014) and utilised it for their own good. However, the Swastika is deeply rooted in European origins which you can find them engraved in clay pots in Kiev. Having said that, when the Nazi’s invaded Kiev in WW2, they were convinced that the pots were proof of their own Aryan ancestors that they took back to Germany, to show to Hitler.

With the creation of the Swastika in mind, should we shake off the evil association it carries?
"For the Jewish people the swastika is a symbol of fear, of suppression, and of extermination. It's a symbol that we will never ever be able to change," says 93-year-old Holocaust survivor Freddie Knoller. "If they put the swastika on gravestones or synagogues, it puts a fear into us. Surely it shouldn't happen again.”
We will always remember what the swastika was like in our life - a symbol of pure evil Freddie Knoller, Holocaust survivor (Kiev, 2014)
It would be quite ignorant of me to disregard those that experienced the suffering, that is, the holocaust and not take into consideration that they will always perceive the symbolic cross as the immoral figure that mankind has ever created. Unfortunately, as Irving Howe once stated, “they can only live with it, in a state of numb agitation” (Howe, 1985). 
Those who have survived the terror of extermination often feel that all they can do is “tell the story.” What they have experienced and suffered remains incomprehensible and impossible to cope with. (Seigfried, 2001, p.349)
The symbol linked to genocide, racism and fascism. It's not surprising that in modern days it is still considered a fearful symbol. Where Neo-Nazi roam this earth and Ku Klux Klan still gather to celebrate their belief in white supremacy. It’s the traumatic events that the Swastika stands for which makes it fear-producing. The black on red scheme, suggests the power it carries. According to the website The School of Life, black symbolises authority and red denotes power, in addition to what ive previously stated earlier on in this essay, the colour red symbolises death, the devil, and danger.
Dark red is sympathetic to authority and favours the idea of maturity. It is assertive and assured and can function as a reminder of a more demanding, insistent attitude when, through misfortune or our own mistakes, we falter. (The School of Life, 2018)

Though lest not ignore the white circle accompanying the cross. As stated by Empowered by Color, the colour white embodies of “new beginnings, of wiping the slate clean” (Empowered by Color, 2016)
As both the black geometric cross and the white circle being overpowered by the dark sinister red, I get a sense of power, control and domination for a new world and beginnings. 

Hitler’s goals were to eliminate everyone that didn’t fit the criteria for the Aryan Race, i.e. the disabled, homosexuals, blacks, Asians and other minorities. He believed in a world that people were separated into a hierarchy of different races. Hitler believed that Germans were the superior race and everyone else were inferior. 

Hitler wanted to create a new world

My theory suggests that the symbol itself isn't what creates a fear-factor, but the colours chosen enhances the traumatic events that once had occurred. 

However, if 12,000 years ago the infamous symbol once was considered the symbol of good fortune and well-being, who's to say that in another 12,000 years it reverts to its original origins. Or, even forgotten?

I believe that anything can be manipulated from its original intent, to something horrific just like what the Swastika holds today, it all boils down to timing, control and history as that shapes the meaning of signs and symbols.

In my judgement, I don’t think the Swastika is inherently evil, but the story it imprisons and who controlled the symbol and what it stands for now changes its meaning entirely. 

Do you think its evil? 

Alongside that, to fully understand what makes something evil, it's important to know what evil is.
Evil can be described as the absence of good and in some religious contexts it also stands for supernatural entities. Some may argue and say that evil is an illusion or a socially constructed concept.
The discussion around the topic of ‘what is evil’ is quite broad, as previously stated. To be able to narrow it down, I’ll be discussing what evil means to me, to everyone else and to you.
Evil has been divided into two categories, natural evil and moral evil. Natural is when pain and suffering is being caused to humanity that humans have no control over or have direct human involvement. Such as; natural disasters, diseases, and famine.

Moral evil is used to describe an activity that involves humans. Murder, robbery, rape, hatred, jealously, etc. However moral evil can also be associated to inaction. Purposefully ignoring a cry for help is considered a moral evil. 
An evil action is one so horrendously bad that no ordinary human being can conceive of doing it, and an evil person is one who knowingly wills or orders such actions. Malignant evil - doing evil because it is evil - is not just possible but real and is one of the several kinds of evil delineated. (Singer, 2004, pp.185-214)
 I like this quote, as I personally believe its such a different way of describing what evil is. When I hear the word evil or imagine evil, to me, it’s a being that’s knowingly choosing to commit such an act and continues to do it because of the fact it is wrong. Murder, rape, genocide and so on. I believe what makes something evil is when it effects another human being in a bad way, resulting in death, though not just physically but mentally too.

So, who is evil in the modern days?
[image: ](Business Insider, 2019)
Donald Trump, the modern-day Hitler as some would say. He is the most hated man currently, due to his actions and choices as president. Hitlers and Donald Trump goals are quite similar. Creating a hierarchy of races. Anyone who isn't American is inferior. Sounds familiar? 

I would agree that he is a perfect example of what ‘moral evil’ is.

He had previously started fights with his allies such as North Korea that was public on twitter, sped up the process of a nascent trade war. Creating a border between the US and Mexico. Travel banning, which means many targeted Muslim countries are stopped from seeing their loved ones in America. Enforced immigration, leaving over 44,000 in immigration detention. His dismissal of climate change, stating it as a ‘Chinese Hoax’, and unemployment has seen at a low since slice bread.

This is just about scraping the surface since he had become president. He isn't the brightest of men, as some would say. But I like to argue and say, he knows exactly what he is doing and continues to do it. Surely someone at the white house must be telling him that twitter isn't his diary.

Which is why many people would consider Donald Trump an evil man, because his choices and actions as a president is just morally wrong and doesn’t match America’s standards as a united country.

If what someone does or say makes them evil, then how a sign/symbol is being used can have the same effect. What semiology does is create this tunnel of understanding a relationship with a sign from another perspective and knowing that nothing is inherently evil but can become evil through time and culture. I personally believe that the Swastika isn't evil, but the man who used the symbol to represent his actions and the party are evil. He took something good and turned it into something completely different.
The Swastika is a symbol, a logo, a drawing. It has no ill-intentions to hurt anyone. It isn't naturally evil nor is it morally evil. Infact its creation was to give positive guidance and reassurances to those who needed it.

So, should people like Freddie Knoller understand this and move on?
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