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Blaenafon Report
In this article, I'll look at what makes Blaenafon unique. What made Blaenafon so rich during the industrial revolution? I'll be looking at the key players in this age, as well as the procedures that allow it to happen and the areas that are connected to the processes.
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What made Blaenafon distinctly prosperous during the industrial revolution?
Blaenafon was distinctly prosperous during the industrial revolution in various ways. Firstly, until 1980, the town's ironworks and coalpit employed the bulk of the town's people. Shops, churches, chapels, schools, and the workmen's hall in town were once a bustle of activity. Blaenavon's 20,000 residents felt a strong sense of belonging, proud of their small corner of the world's part in delivering coal to countries all over the world. However, by the turn of the twenty-first century, this affluent Blaenavon was vanished. (1) The adoption of new basic materials, namely iron and steel, was one of the key innovations that occurred throughout the industrial revolution. Nonetheless, Blaenafon's industry benefited from the utilisation of new energy sources, such as fuels and motive power. One of the most significant changes was the introduction of the steam engine, which enabled coal from Big Pit to be transported throughout the area and over long distances.

The environment
Due to the number of pollutants produced, working conditions in the Blaenafon area and Big Pit were extremely tough. To assist earn a living, people began to migrate in groups from rural areas to metropolitan cities. The middle and upper classes' living standards improved, but the working class continued to struggle. The working environment was very difficult for all the miners in Big Pit this is because deaths occurred each day due to the toxic gases and mining crushes. Blaenavon Ironworks and Big Pit, along with the exceptional relict landscape of mineral mining, production, transportation, and population that surrounds them, present an extraordinarily comprehensive picture of all the critical parts of the industrialisation process. Because of the harmful fumes created by the coal mine, the environment around Blaenafon was damaged.
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Social issues
There were numerous social difficulties in Blaenafon during Bit Pit's operation. To begin with, segregation was a source of concern in the 1700s. Segregation occurs when people are separated based on their race or ethnic group. Workers in the Big Pit were subjected to racism; some may have had to work longer hours than others, which is unfortunate; yet racism affected many people in the 1700s. Another social issue was the working conditions. The mines were dark, damp, and freezing places to work. Both are potentially deadly: molten iron can burn, and machinery can crush; mines can cave in or fill with poisonous or explosive fumes. The ailment "black lung" was caused by coal dust that hung in the lungs for a long time. (2) Miners work underground all day, which is psychologically and physically taxing, and the number of hazardous gases they inhaled daily proved lethal. Furthermore, because the setting is dark and depressing, being in the dark could be mentally detrimental. Families would suffer psychologically as a result of being separated for lengthy periods of time; males would have to travel away to work for weeks in order to support their families.
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Technology
A prototype for the first modern steam train was created in the early 1700s by a man named Thomas Newcomen. Technology would have been required to design and plan out ideas in order to establish this mode of transportation. In the 1760s, James Watt, a Scottish inventor, improved the work of Thomas Newcomen's steam train. He accomplished this by including a condenser, which was critical to the improvements brought about by the Industrial Revolution in both his home country of Great Britain and the rest of the world. The iron works were built using the 'new technique' of steam powered bellows, which was influenced by the invention of the steam engine for industry usage. In Blaenafon, a great deal of technology was discovered and used. Such as the smelting method, which is the process of extracting a metal from its ore, either as an element or as a simple compound, by heating it over its melting point, usually in the presence of oxidising or reducing chemicals such as air or coke. (4)
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The local economy at the time
In 1904, the ironworks stopped producing, causing the local economy to slow. Blaenavon, like many other coalfield towns, lost its purpose when the Big Pit closed in 1980. By the year 2000, over 75% of the town's buildings had been boarded up, the population had dropped to 6,000, and the town's sense of community had vanished. A stock exchange was established in the 1770’s within London. A well-functioning stock market efficiently allocates capital and provides sufficient funding to rising, productive enterprises, which encourages rivalry and innovation and, in turn, fuels economic growth. The coal mine benefited the local economy not just because of the work opportunities it offered, but also because of the products it was able to procure.
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National economy at the time
The national economy was extended by businesses being able to transport their products across the nation. They were able to do this via canals, 2000 miles of canals were used across Britain by 1815, this was beneficial to the mines simply because they were able to trade with businesses 2000 miles away. The coal which was produced by Big Pit mine was the main source of income for Wales. During the Industrial Revolution, coal played an important part in the restructuring of the British and European economies. Economic growth and a significant boost in living standards resulted from this transition. (3) The national economy grew dramatically as a result of the many job possibilities created by the coal mine, allowing many individuals to work and support their families.

Conclusion
Overall, I believe Blaenafon had numerous difficulties while operating Big Pit. Blaenafon was notable for several features, including one of the best-preserved late-eighteenth-century ironworks in the world and a coal mining museum with subterranean tours.
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