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" 1 ¢ historical account of the foundations of the abbeys
of Byland and Jetvaulx, from the cartulary of Byland
Abbey in the tetritory of York, folio 10°

J_:_-?‘ b.eglns the foundation of the monastery of Byland composed by Philip,” third abbot of
the said house, as he had heard it from his predecessor, Abbot Roget, and other senior
o . nks of this community.

_ As a result of the disobedience of our first parent, human memory becomes sO
Plurred and confused that whatever is done or happens in this earthly life — unless it is
d be rately committed to writing — slips away and withers ina short space of time as if it had
ever been, as the sin of forgetfulness trumphs. Thus we have considered it timely to make
“‘own to out successots, in a brief account, the otigin of out hou‘se of Byland, the manner
in which it was founded, and the method and process of foundation, just as we have often

f:ard it from our elders who wete reliably informed by that man of holy reputation, Lord
- Roger, our predecessot, and many others who came from Calder.
1 This, as they maintain, was the origin of the monastery. In the time of King Henry
* andin his thirty-fifth year — the King Henry who was the son of William the Bastatd, duke
~ of Normandy, who conquered England by ordeal of battle and with a clear intent —thatis,
X .{ in the year 1134,° after the abbey of Furness of the order of Savigny had been founded!
" and before it was incorporated into the Cistercian otdery it happened that a convent left
L’i:j Furness and were allotted a place called Caldes, in Copeland. A certain nobleman of that
* district had granted Calder to them in a pious act of donation in order to construct an
abbey,’ and an abbot named Gerald was ordained for the convent. The names of the monks

who went out from Furness to Calder with the abbot are these: Robert de Insula, Tocka of

source for the date of 10 January is unclear. The text gives 1134, and the thirty-fifth year of
Henry 1, so a date of January 1134/5 is suggested.

9 Furness Abbey was founded at Tulketh (Lancashire) in 1124 by Stephen, count of Mortain,
later king of England, as a daughter house of Savigny, under Abbot Ewan of Avranches: MRH,
pp. 113, 119; HRH, I, 133—4, The community transferred to Furness in 1127.

¢ The traditional date for the merger of the order of Savigny with that of Citeaux is 1147. This
has been questioned by Constance Berman, who argues for a later date. For discussion see above,
Pp- xxv—xxvil.

I The founder of Furness’s daughter house of Calder is not named here but is to be identified as
Ranulf Meschin, lord of Copeland.
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John of Kinstan,* Theodotic of Dalton and Orm of the same place, Roger the
b Alan of Urswick, Guy of Bolton and William of the same place, Peter of
de Ricomonte, Bertram of London.® When they had been thete for four years,
according to the institutes of the ordet of Savigny and in great hardship and distress,
re violently attacked by King David of Scotland and the people of his land and of the
of Galloway* They had advanced against the kingdom of England in their usual manner
o and thirsting for the blood of Englishmen. At that time, in the third yeat of King
en and the yeat of our Lord 1137 they finally (sectetly and unexpectedly) stumbled
s that abbey of Caldet, so recently begun, and completely ransacked the house, cartying
the flocks as well as anything else they could lay their hands on. At this, Abbot Gerald
fi ;.‘-,':,- ed a plan with his convent, which was that they should retutn to the mother house, and
his they did, because they had no other sanctuary in that part of the country.

L However, when, soon aftet they had fled, they came to the gate of the abbey, the
abbot and convent of Putness, who had been forewarned of their return, denied them
entry. Some people <aid" that it was because Abbot Gerald was unwilling to relinquish his
bffice although the abbot of Futness had requested and advised him to do so. Nort would
Getald absolve the monks who had come with him from the profession they had made to
. i, and it would be inapproptiate (ot so it seemed to the monks of Furness) for there to be
_: o abbots with their convents living together in one abbey. Others reckoned that the monks
of Furness denied them entry because they were unwilling to help them even a little by

| compensating them for the goods they had lost, so that they might with their assistance reach
| astate where they could survive once more after suchan unforeseen setback. But the monks
T-g" Furness did not wish to support them among themselves for even a short while, either
_but of respect for charity ot for their order. Nor did they wish to keep supporting them

. anywhere else outside the abbey, not even until the fietce raging of the wicked people mentioned
14
A of Rievaulx, Relatio de Standardo, notes their presence at the forefront of the Scottish army at the
 Battle of the Standard in August 1138 (fbid., 189, 193).
" ¢ David I of Scotland threatened incursions into England in 1137, when King Stephen left
. England for Normandy (Richard of Hexham, De Gestis, Chron. Stephen, 111, 150). A temporary
peace that prevented an attack on Northumbria in that year was broken, and Northumbria was
invaded in January 1138 (ibsd., 151). After Easter 1138 troops under David I’s nephew, William
Fitz Duncan, moved into the north-west as far south as Clitheroe, defeated the English commanded
by Ilbert de Lacy, and ravaged Cumbria and Craven. See Paul Dalton, Conguest, Anarchy and Lordship:
Yorkshire 1066—1154, Cambridge Studies in Medieval Life and Thought, 4th series, 27 (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1994), pp. 204-5. The date of 1137 given here seems to be an error
for 1138, which would be the third year of King Stephen (December 1137 to December 1138)
and the fourth year of the occupation of the site of Calder.
f Ttis characteristic of Abbot Philip that he gives alternative versions of events — here the refusal
of the Furness monks to readmit those of Calder _ where he is unsure of his sources: see above,

Pp. Xxiv—xxV.
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< oht be curbed by the virtue of God and the army of the English, lest by chance
standing ot livelihood should be diminished beyond measute by having to keep
ong them. Thus very churlishly and in no uncertain terms they bittetly rebuked and
mptuously réproached them as idle and womanly, they who had deserted the place

ey lived for so little reason, in order to live at Furness in greater abundance and in
bbot Gerald and his convent could barely tolerate this rebuke and rejection, and
diately, without delay, they went away, leaving behind them equally both the monks of
ess and the place of Calder. They took nothing with them except clothing and a few
in 2 wagon with eight oxen,* as best they could.

' And so in the aforesaid year of King Stephen Abbot Gerald, who was greatly
distressed by all this, departed with his convent from the gate of the abbey of Furness. Ina
e almost of despair, he took shelter that day with his monks as best he could not far from -
Bie abbey” When he arose in the motning he set out with the agreement of all of them
sards York, to Lord Thurstan, then archbishop;® so that he might in the spirit of friendship
treat his advice and assistance about acquiting 2 place where they might live. He was very
Eonfident about this, because that same archbishop had recently — some six years previously
_ granted an excellent place from the land and patrimony of the church of St Wilfrid of
R ipon to the convent of Fountains who, because of their pure zeal for religious devotion
and adherence to the monastic order according to the Rule of St Benedict, had left the abbey
(of St Mary in York.* When Abbot Gerald came with his monks to the archbishop, the

‘archbishop listened to the reason why they had come to him, received them generously
. 'énough and kept them with him in 2 fiting manner for several days because he had great
. _':'- mpassion for their sorry state and their hardships. At last on the advice of some of his
" Clerks he sent them with his letters to 2 noble man of that time, Lotd Roger de Mowbtay, son

N
¢ This refers to the famous egression from St Mary’s Abbey, York, provoked by a movement for
reform within the abbey, and by the decision of Thurstan to conduct 2 visitation in October
1132, He took thirteen monks, including the prior, Richard, who had been thrown out of the
monastery, and kept them in his household until Christmas 1132, which he celebrated at Ripon;
this was the occasion for his grant of land in the valley of the river Skell that was to be the site of
the famous abbey of Fountains. The monastery subsequently joined the Cistercian order as a
daughter house of St Bernard’s abbey of Clairvaus. For discussion see Burton, Monastic Order in

Yorkshire, pp. 103—T7; Nicholl, Tharstan, pp. 151-91.
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| &' Aubigny;’ who had recently been invested with the belt of knighthood. He did

_ among the beginnings of his good wotks — Roger might mercifully provide

with a place to live nd sustenance from his own patimony, which was very great.

e monks came to him Rogerwaxmly welcomed theit arrivaland thelord archbishop’s

suragement, the more so because this gave him an opportunity to provide sormething for

For he was of very honourable character, and as it were a beacon of generosity among

Jbles of theland. \Within a few days of the monks’ arrival Roger granted them a tithe of

food which was due to him in his household, and he sent them to Lord Robert

ay? a former monk of Whitby, who at that time was living the hermit life at Hood," s0

they might spend time with him there until Roget could grant them a mOre suitable place

here. When Lord Robert d’Aunay had observed them and had learnt the reason for

artival, he received them into his small dwellings with great reverence, and not long

+ds he so delighted in their holy way of life that he most devoutly received their habit,

e profession to Abbot Gerald, and placed the site of Hood itself at their disposal. Roger

Mowbray granted this place to Abbot Gerald and his convent with the consentand will of

the said Lord Robert d’Aunay and the monks of Whitby in the year of grace 1138, by a
¢ such as this addressed to the archbishop of York.

Ll

i ':-.'{:4

g '_'Hﬁbaﬂ;faﬁ de Whitehy, ed. J. C. Atkinson, 2 vols, Sartees Society 69,72 (1 879-81), I1, no. 572, pp:

0. _Il_' - 515-20 (p. 510); EYG, IX, no. 123; Mawbray Charters, no. 287). Gundreda’s grant can be dated to

8 between 1130 and 1138

o) - Hood, now represented by Hood Grange, lies about four miles to the north west of Byland

~ Abbey. A confirmation charter of King Stephen notes that the church of 5t William of Hood

was granted to Whitby Abbey by Audeon (Whithy Cartulary, I, no. 582, pp: 530-35 (p- 532)
RRAN, I11, no. 942, pp- 346-T; EYC, 11, no. 868). The dedication to St William is problcmarjc. St
William of Yorl was not canonized until 1226. In other charters the dedication of the chutch of
Hood is to St Mary: sc& for instance, Mowbray Charters, no. 214, 2 confirmation by Nigel de
Mowhray to the canons of Newburgh, dated 1186 X 1190, and Mon. Ang., VI{1), 318, no. 1
(calendared in Monbray Charters, 00, 211),2 confirmation by Roger de Mowbray for the canons. A
similar dedication to St William occurs in a second charter in the Whitby cartulary: see below, p. 5
note a.
4 1138: the official Cistercian date for the foundation of Byland at Hood is 23 December 1138,
John of Hexham notes the foundation as ‘before Christmas’s Anno MCXXX VI fundata est illa
inclita abbatia Sancte Marie de Bechlanda ante nativitatem ini o Rogerio de Molbreio
qui eam praediis €t possessionibus magnisque pasturis et s i i year 1138
before the Nativity of the Lord, the famous abbey of St Mary of Byland was founded by the
noble man Roger de Mowbray, who endowed lavishly it with extensive pastures and woods)
(Historia Regum, 11, 289); sec Mawbray Charters, 00- 32 note.
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The first charter of Roger de Mowbray by which he granted us Hood with
its appurtenances.’

To the archbishop of York and the whole chapter of St Peter and to all
the sons of holy chutch, Roger de Mowbtay, greeting. Know that I,
with the consent of Robert d’Aunay and the monks of Whitby and for
the salvation of my-soul and of all my ancestors, have granted and
confirmed in perpetual alms, free, undisturbed and quit of all temporal
service, to God and Abbot Gerald and his convent and to theit
successors in perpetuity, the place of Hood with the wood and plain
lying around it, by the limits and boundaries that T have caused to be
chown to them. With these witnesses:” Samson d’Aubigny, Roger de
Cundy, Gundreda mother of Roger de Mowbray, Elias de Sancto
Mattino, etc.

‘Alternatively, when we examined the accounts of others, both oral and written, we
wete told that one day, when Abbot Gerald with his monks (as has been said before)

" took the road from Furness towards the archbishop of Yotk, having only one wagon

. with their books and clothes which eight oxen pulled along day by day, he came near to
- the vill of Thirsk. There Getald happened to meet the stewatd of Lady Gundreda,
- widow of Nigel d’Aubigny and mother of the young Roger de Mowbray who was then
~ in the wardship of King Stephen and about to come into possession of his lands.” This
© steward, greatly impressed by the bearing of these good men as they walked along,
carefully enquired of Abbot Gerald the reason for his and his monks’ great hardship.
When Gerald had explained this to him, the steward most heartily entreated the abbot

that he and his monks should dine that day at the table of his lady, who was then staying

in the castle of Thirsk, from which vill they were then not far distant. And the abbot
accepted his invitation, faithfully committing to the will of God the needs of himself

and his monks. The steward went ahead to the castle and warned his lady in advance of

the arrival of these men whom he had invited to dinner out of metcy and in the name

Mowbray and occurs as his steward before 1169, in the 1170s and again after 1182. Elias de
Sancto Martino, 2 Mowbray tenant, had been succeeded by Robert de Sancto Martino by 1148/
9 (Mowbray Charters, pp- Ixii—lxiii, and no. 89 note).

¢ Abbot Philip here implies (in contrast to p. 4) that Roger de Mowbray was still a minor in the
wardship or custody of the king This accords with the comment of Ailred of Rievaulx (see
above p. 4, note b).

4 Thirsk was one of the chief castles of the Mowbray Honour. It had been constructed by 1130
and was razed after Roger and his sons joined the rebellion of 11734 against Henry I1: Mowbray
*Charters, pp. xxiii—xxiv, Xxx.




THE HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE ABBEYS OF BYLAND ANDJERVAULX

' 1is same lady. As Abbot Gerald and his monks approached, drawing their wagon behind
1. the lady, being on het own in a high chambet, saw them in their poverty through a
sdow, and she dissolved into tears out of metcy and compassion.” Then, delighted that they
come to het, and edified by their bearing and simplicity, she kept them all with her and
: ously had them supplied with all they needed. She forbade them to leave her under any
stance and faithfully promised them that before very long she would help them to find
" place to live 2s well as means of subsistence. And because the abbot could not travel around
vith his convent in the company of the lady as she went from manor to manor through
fferent regions —nor was it approptiate that they should do so — she sent them to het uncle
: or nephew, Lord Robett &’Aunay, a native of Normandy and former monk of Whitby who
' was then living as a hermit at Hood, as was said eatlier. There she had them adequately and
. jaonoumbly maintained until her son, Roger de Mowbray, came into his lands from the wardship
| of King Stephen.”
_ g In the meantime while Abbot Gerald was living there with his monks and as soon as
there was oppottunity he went to Archbishop Thurstan to ask for help. And the archbishop
wrote to Roget de Mowbtay on behalf of Abbot Gerald and his monks, as has been said.
- Roger responded enthusiastically to the encouragement of the archbishop and to the fervent
'~ request of his mother, and first gave the monks the whole tithe of the food of his
- household.® There wasa certain lay brothet, named Ligulf, assigned to follow the court of
Lotd Roger and collect the food supply granted to them each day, and to send it through a
faithful messenger to the abbot and convent at Hood. And when Lotd Roger was staying

in more distant places® the lay brother sold everything that was due to him and sent the money

assumed control of his lands. Before 1140 Abbot Gerald of Hood, described as the abbot of St

il

tz ¥ Mary and St William of Hood, and the monks quitclaimed to the monks of Whitby all right
g which they had in a carucate of land in Butterwick, in return for their quitclaim of Hood: W bithy
d Cartulary, 1, no. 238, pp. 192-3; EYC,IX, no. 117. Butterwick, which lay in the Fossard fee, was an
ty endowment of Whithy, and the reason for Gerald’s claim is not clear.

q, © This again suggests that Gundreda had 2 more prominent role in the foundation of Byland than

is usually thought.
4 For other instances of food rents on Mowbray estates, especially prevalent in the Isle of Axholme

vt 0 (Lincolnshire), see Mowbray Charters, pp- xlvi—xlvii.
¢ more distant places (locis remotioribus’): Roger’s English estates were considerably less extensive
than those of his father, but nevertheless were dispersed over Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Leicestershire
and Warwickshire. The largest of the Mowbray demesnes was in the Isle of Axholme: Mowbray
Charters, p. xlvi. See also Dalton, Conguest, Anarchy and Lordship, pp- 118-20.
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abbot. On occasion because so many guests arrived — and guests always gathet in crowds
q,__,, such 2 great man — it was necessary for the steward and overseer of the household to
e the food allowance from this lay brother, in case there should be insufficient supplies
B3¢ the household of his lord. When it came to paying for the food supply that he had to
: ;’., .se the overseer was irsitated beyond measure. It was a problem for him on two counts.
fhther there would be found to be a shortage of food in the lord’s household, ot these men of
a holy manner of life would be cheated of the benefit which his lord had given them; this
was particularly serious because as yet they did not have means of suppott from elsewhete.
Therefore the steward, who was a wise and prudent man called George;’ put his mind to seeing
1 ¢ could decently prevent this inconvenience, and when he had found an approptiate way of
doing so he confidentially discussed this business with his lord, offering him his advice. Among
ther things he explained to his lord how he often purchased the tithe of food from the lay
rother, sometimes for more sometimes for less. He discreetly suggested that Roger should give

_"'-_ me land to the value of the tithe of the food of his household, so that Abbot Gerald and his
1 onks would be able to provide for their own needs. Lord Roger agreed with his suggestion
 and advice and not long afterwards he gave Abbot Gerald and his successors a vaccary” at Cam

I and the wholeland of Wildon, Scackleton and Airyholme. This he did at the request of Lord
2 il'Thurstan, who has been mentioned before, and his own mothet, Gundreda, in the year of our
- Lord 1140, so that these lands might maintain them for some time to come. This is shown by

the following chattets.

}E’T Charter concerning Wildon*

&' To the archbishop of York and all the sons of holy mother church, Roger
5 de Mowbray, greeting. Know that T have granted, conceded and by this my
O charter confirm to God and St Mary and Abbot Gerald of Byland and his

Abbey, and Wildon about two and a half miles to the south west. Scackleton and Airyholme lie
roughly cight miles south east of the abbey.

¢ The charter is printed from Oxford Bodleian Library, MS Dodsworth 94, fol, 8r—v (transcript
from the original thenin St Mary’s Tower, York) in Momwbray Charters, no. 37,where it has additional
witnesses: Georgio dapifero, Ingelero capellano, Hugone de Mala Bissa, P. de Tresc et aliis.
Greenway comments that the charter is suspicious on a number of the grounds. First there is its
anachronistic reference to Abbot Gerald of Byland (he was abbot only at Hood). Moreover, the
warranty clause is unusual before the thirteenth century. In addition, there is no other record of
abrother of Roger named Robert. Greenway further suggests that a scribe may have run together
‘Hugo Malabestia dapifer meus’ and ‘Georgius de Sancto Martino’ who attest together in Mowbray
Charters, no, 49, to produce a steward named George ‘and that this erroneous information passed

into the Byland Chronicle’.
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monks and their successots who shall come after, in petpetuity, Great
Wildon and Little Wildon with all their appurtenances, Rose Hill* and my
vaccary at Cam with all their appurtenances and all my woodland the width
of the moot, three carucates of land with their appurtenances in Scackleton,
and the whole of Airyholme in woodland, land and meadows, with their
appurtenances, and common pasture in all seasons in the region of the
wood and in the pasture of Hovingham. All these things I grant to you,
Abbot Gerald, and to your successors, at the request of Lord Archbishop
Thurstan and Gundreda my mother, for the soul of my father and of all
the dead, in free, pure and perpetual alms. T and my heirs are obliged to
defend, warrant and quitclaim this grant to St Mary and the monks for
their maintenance and livelihood in perpetuity. With these witnesses:
Gundreda my mother, Robert my brother, Samson d’Aubigny, Elias de

Sancto Martino, etc.
Charter concerning Scackleton®

To the archbishop of York and the whole chapter of St Peter and all the
sons of holy church, Roget de Mowbray, greeting, Know that T have granted
and confirmed to God and the monks of St Mary of Byland and their
successots in pute and perpetual alms my Jand of Scackleton, that is, three
carucates with all their appurtenances, with woods and plains, moors and
pastutes, and with all easements which I and my mother had, without any
reservation, and common pasture through the whole land and my forest
of Hovingham in all seasons, wherever my flocks and those of my men
pasture. Also I grant the whole of Airyholme in wood, land and meadow,
with all its appurtenances to do with all the above written as they wish, as
they would with their own land, in perpetuity. And I and my heirs are
obliged always to maintain and warranty this entire grant to the monks and
their successors against all men and women. With these witnesses: William

" Rose Hill is in the parish of Kilburn.
b The charter is printed from this source i Mowhbray Charters, no. 35. There is a copy in BL MS

Egerton 2823, fol. 111v (Byland Cartulary, no. 1104). As with the previous charter, and the charter
that follows, there are suspicious features in a document that purports to date from 1 140, namely
the reference to the monks of Byland when the community was still at Hood, and the warranty

clause.
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de Moteville, Matthew de Rampotn, Oliver de Buscy, William de Wyville,
etc.

Charter concetning Airyholme*

To the archbishop of York and all the sons of holy church, Roger de
Mowbtay, greeting, Know that I have granted and confirmed to God and
the monks of St Maty of Byland the land of Airyholme that lies between
Howthotpe® by these boundaties, that is, ‘Braydestamkelde” as far as
“Thrispol’. I similarly grant and confirm in perpetual alms, free and quit
from all claim, for the salvation of my soul and of all the faithful, the
‘cultura™ of ‘Deneshous’ that lies between the fields of Coxwold and
Kilburn. With these witnesses: William de Wyville, Roger de Cundy, William
de Montpincun, William de Curcy, Ralph Beler.

b While Abbot Gerald and his monks were residing in this manner at Hood and little by
ittle were beginning to increase in wotldly goods, they became anxious and concerned lest

 the abbot of Futness, using the powet and authority of the ordet, might claim for himself
| jurisdiction of paternity over them. They worried that —as itis commonly said — the monks
of Furness would unjustly seek jutisdiction ot lordship over those to whom they had denied
. help when they needed it. Therefore they decided unanimously that the abbot should go in
| person to Lord Serlo, abbot of Savigny in Normandy,? and should explain fully the whole
" truth about their withdrawal from Calder and how the monks of Futness had been unwilling
\ to receive or help them when they had been persecuted. They decided also that he should
urgently request — as was his prerogative —on behalf of his convent that had been rejected
and renounced by the monks of Furness and was in no way subject to them, that it should be
subject directly to the church and abbot of Savigny in perpetuity. Abbot Gerald agreed with
their advice and set out for the general chapter at Savigny in the year [1 141] around the feast
= of St John the Baptist [24 June].* When he had presented himself there and explained with
all seriousness the cause of his coming, his petition was heard and freely accepted by the

Evolution, p. 147, where Setlo is said to have retired in 1158). See below, pp. 27, 42, 44.

¢ Abbot Philip here states that Abbot Gerald set out for the general chapter at Savigny around the
feast of St John the Baptist, 1142. The general chapter of the Savigniac order, instituted by the
second abbot, Geoffrey, was held on the feast of the Trinity, which in 1142 fell on 14 June. The
statement that Gerald set out on the feast of St John therefore presents a problem, although it
presumably refers to the feast of his nativity (24 June) rather than the decollation (29 August).
Clay (‘Batly abbots’, pp. 9-10) suggests that the general chapter which Gerald attended and at
which he placed Byland under the direct jurisdiction of Savigny, was that of 1141, not 1142. In
1141 Trinity Sunday fell on 25 May, so the date of Gerald’s departure still remains a problem. See
below, p. 10, note a.
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: H authority of the general chapter of Savigny, which was then, as was the custom, being celebrated
. by the abbots of the order annually.

& With his request thus granted he returned to England as speedily as he could. He

' came to York, and died thefe, on his return from the chapter at Savigny, on 24 February,* and
'  his monks transported his body to Hood and there he was butied. When he had been
_ honourably interred, that same year Lord Roget, who had come with him from Furness and

" had afterwards been subcellarer at Caldet, succeeded him. Roger was then master of the
novices — though he only had one novice — and he was speaking with that novice about the
observances of the ordet when all the monks suddenly and spontaneously came tunning up
to him. They laid their hands on him and, raising him from the ground, advanced solemnly
to the altar in the oratory. They cried together with a loud voice that he was abbot, and in the
name of the Holy Trinity otdained him as abbot and made their profession to him according
to the rites of their order, which was still that of Savigny, as has been said. Afterwards at
Sherburn in the octave of Easter [26 April]> Abbot Roger was presented for consectation by
Lotd Roget de Mowbray, who was thete to take cate of matters for us, and he was blessed by
the archbishop of Yotk

These things, which had happened according to God's disposition, soon became common
knowledge to the monks of Furness and elsewhere. The abbot and monks of Furness cleatly
understood that they had been out manoeuvred by Abbot Gerald, recently deceased, and by
the monks who had departed from Calder and the gates of Furness. They realised in fact that
Getald and his monks had submitted themselves and their successors directly to the church and
abbot of Savigny, and that they had a secute place to live and cultivated the land vigorously
without any desire ot intention of returning to Calder. Accotdingly they ordained Hardred,
monk of Furness, as an abbot and sent him with another convent once mote to Calder. From

the king at Lincoln on 2 February. His election was, however, contested, and the abbots of
Fountains and Rievaulx as well as the Augustinian priors of Kirkham and Guisborough were
among those who appeared in Rome in March 1143 to appeal against his election. It is, therefore,
unlikely that William would have been in a position to bless an abbot in March 1142. He may not
have acted with any effectiveness as archbishop until after his consecration in September 1143.
He was in the north of England in October 1144 but spent much time until his deposition in
March 1147 on the continent: BEA, V, xxx—xxxi, 118-9.

¢ syas there to take care of matters for us’s the precise meaning of the Latin phrase ‘negocium
procurantis’ is not clear, but it does suggest that as founder and lay patron of Byland Roger de
Mowbray, who presented Roger for benediction, played a considerable patt in the affairs of the
abbey. See below, p. 31 and note a.

d The recolonization of Calder by Furness seems to have been provoked by a combination of
circumstances: the death of Abbot Gerald and the election of Roger, the move to Old Byland,
and the knowledge that the monks of Byland had subjected themselves to Savigny. These events
must have signalled that the original convent of Calder had no intention of returning to the site.
A likely date for the refoundation of Calder II is late 1142 or early 1143: MRH, pp. 112, 117.
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e until the present they live from one generation to the next according to a rule,
-.ié_':l'".: their worldly possessions are gradually dwindling

| When the monks had spent four years at Hood, where several people wete received
St the religious life, Abbot Roger begged Lady Gundreda to advise Lord Roger de Mowbray,
,5011_, that the site of Hood was too restricted for the construction of an abbey’ He
5 \ ted her to recommend that Roger provide another, more suitable, site elsewhere for his
‘, s, who were daily growing in possessions and recruits. Certain faithful old knights —
‘._--,_',_‘ men — of the court and household of the said Lord Roger entered the monastic
fife among the monks, and brought with them not 2 little from theit worldly goods. With
;:h help 2 grange was built at Wildon. Among these knights two were renowned for their
feputation and for their wisdom, that s, Landric de Ages® and Henry de Wasprey,® and a third
was 0o less in wisdom was Henry Bugge, keeper of the wotks of the abbey. In the
fullness of time these men acquired many goods for their house. For immediately after theit
;j;i try it became known throughout the province that noble men and persons of gentle birth
had quite remarkably and within 2 short space of time kept that new dwelling place from

ecline. As 2 result the devotion of all those who heard this went out to that place. Lady
| Gundreda heard and understood the request of Abbot Roger and, closely obsetving the
; sudden and unexpected conversion of the knights, readily lent the monks her grace and
ffavour. And 5o she begged Lord Roger het son that she might be allowed to bestow on them
' the vill of Byland on the Moot that was part of her dower.” Roget, as an act of devotion,
' Ii-'generously granted his mother’s request in the year of the Lotd [1142] around the Nativity

of the Blessed Virgin Mary [8 September].f He himself gave the monks the said vill of

|~ 1147, when he occurs as cellarer. As cellarer he attests two charters of Nigel de Mowbray for

Rievaulx Abbey: Cartularinm Abbathiae de Rievalle, ed. ]. C. Atkinson, Surtees Society, 83 (1889), no. 65
(p. 37) and no. 68 (p. 40); Mowbray Charters, nos 65, 68.

¢ Henry de Wasprey witnesses a charter of Roger de Mowbray for Pontefract Priory, which Greenway
dated to between 1142 and 1154 (Mowbray Charters, no. 230), and his position in the witness list
suggests that he had not yet converted to the monastic life. As with Landric de Ages it is not
possible to place a precise date on Henry’s entry into Byland, but the narrative suggests that all three
named knights of Mowbray’s household entered during the monlks’ residence at Hood, that is,
between 1138 and 1142, It was clearly before 1147, and it could therefore be suggested that the
limits for the issue of Roger’s Pontefract charter be narrowed to 1142 % 1147.

¢ Nothing more is recorded of Henry Bugge. Peter Fergusson notes his role as ‘custos opetis
abbacie’, that is, the man with oversight of the building operations: Architecture of Selitude: Cistercian
Abbeys in Twelfth-Century England (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984), pp. 70, 167, 170.
¢ That Byland was of Gundreda’s dower strengthens the argument that she played a leading role
in the foundation and development of Byland Abbey.

f As suggested eatlier (p. 10, note 2) the date here should probably be amended from Septembet

1143 to September 1142.
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i \with the church of the vill and all its appurtenances, by the chatter ‘To the archbishop

. etc’, as follows.!

| To the archbishop of York and the whole chapter of St Peter and all the
T: sons of holy church, Roger de Mowbray, greeting, IKknow that T have granted
" ,nd conceded and by this charter confirm to God and the monks of St
Maty of [Hood], Byland on the Moor” with all its appurtenances and
easements in wood and plain, in meadows and pastutes, in roads and paths,
and in all its easements by these boundaties, thatis, the whole vill of Byland
and all Ashberry* as far as the Rye, and from there along the Rye as far as
the watercourse that comes from the spring of Scawton” and so through
the valley towards Cold Kirby® as fat as ‘Scrodale’ and from ‘Crodala’ as
T uddala’ ascends towards the moor across as far as the two barrows, and
from between the two barrows as far as the road that comes down from
g the moor towatds Boltby and along the brow of the mountain to Hesketh
i Dyke# and from there along the valley as far as the Rye, and as the Rye
b descends to Ashberry. Whatever is contained within these boundaries I
I grant to God and to the said monks in pure and perpetual alms free and
'.i quit from all earthly service and secular demand. I also grant and confirm
il to the said monks the church of the said vill with its apputtenances for the
B salvation of my soul and all my ancestots and heits. And I and my heirs will

the Rye, as their ditch runs below Ashberty Hill, shall remain with the house of Rievaulx, as they have in
the charter of Byland..” (Byland Cartulary, no. 988 (p. 338); Cart. Riext, no. 243 (p. 178)). The monks of
Byland clearly had an interest in Ashberry at some Stage, which they then relinquished.

* Scawton lies approximately one and a half miles to the south of Old Byland.

® ‘Kerby is probably to be identified as Cold Kirby, about a mile south of Old Byland and two
miles west of Rievaulx Abbey.

" Boltby, three and a half miles west of Old Byland, was a possession of Rievaulx Abbey: sce Janet
Burton, “The estates and economy of Rievaulx Abbey in Yorkshire’, Citeart: Ci apmientarii Clsterdenses, 49
(1998), 29-94 (p. 31).

® “Hskeldic’ is to be identified as Hesketh Dyke. The 1170 agreement between Byland and Rievaulx (see
above, note ¢) mentions Hesketh Dyke asa boundary between the grange of Old Byland and Rievaulx’s
grange at Hesketh (Byland Cartidlary, no. 988 (p. 388).
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rmaintain and warranty all these things to the said monks against all men in
perpetuity. With these witnesses: Samson & Aubigny, Roger de Cundy, Elias
de Sancto Martino, Hugh de Mainilhermer, Peter of Thirsk, Landric de
Ages, Ansketl, Hugh Malebisse, Hamo Beler.

Abbot Roget and his monks at the persuaﬂion and order of

When this grant had been made
in the region of Byland, on the

Roger de Mowbray moved from Hood to a certain place
water course which is called the Rye.' There they built for themselves a small cell where their
abbey that the noble lord Walter Espec, lotd of Helmsley,

dle kiln is now, not far from the
that is now called Rievaulx. And

had devoutly constructed some thirteen years eatlier,” and
so Abbot Roget and his monks remained on the tiver Rye for five years.”
Tt had been the aim and wish of Roget de Mowbray —if it could be done approptiately
_ that an abbey should be builton the southern side of the river Rye so that the monks could
have the convenience and advantages of the water for all things, as the monks of Rievaulx
had on the north side. However the site of the monastery was not at all suitable for this
purpose. Similarly, the close proximity of the houses did not allow for it, for each convent
could hear the bells of the other each hour of the day and night; this was not fitting and
could not in any way be allowed to continue:
While Abbot Roger and his monks were in possession of the said vill of Byland they

grange. With this in mind they allotred 2 certain portion of land of

decided to reduce it to 2
the vill to the men who temained there, that s at Qrutekelde’, and there the men constructed

afresh a small village and remained thete for several years, giving it its first name. And so the

vill of Byland was reduced to a grange.”
Afterwards Abbot Rogerweighed up the various dangers and obstructions that faced

his parishioners of Scawton as they came tO the mother chuch of Byland both to hear
divine service and to take the holy sacraments of the church! He therefore went to Lotd

€ {quinque annis’: the site of Old Byland was occupied from 1142 until 1147
d On the growing problem, by 1147, of proximity between Cistercian and Savigniac houses, se€
Holdsworth, ‘Affiliation of Savigny’s pp. 77-81.
¢ Old Byland is recorded as a vill in Domesday Book, and the coming of the monks clearly
involved some depopulation, or relocation of the rural population.

f Iy is clear from this passage that Scawton lay in the parish of Old Byland. For charters relating

to the chapel of Scawton see Byland Cartulary, nos 108997, These concern 4 pension of 20s. due

1o the monks from Scawton chapel.
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: :1;-.4& Murdac, archbishop of York —who at one time was abbot of Fountains —in his first
b of office, that is [1147],* and humbly begged and asked him to grant to him and his
,, vent licence to build a chapel in the vill of Scawton, which is within the boundaries of his
Barish church of Byland. This he did particulatly because of the dangets mentioned eatlier
. for the convenience of their devout benefactor, Hugh Malebisse,” his heits, and his men.
In this chapel the men of the vill of Scawton would be able to heat divine service and take
. sacraments of the church only, as the butial of the bodies of the dead parishioners of
Scawton was reserved for the mother church of Byland in perpetuity. And this has been
é{rouﬂy observed to the present day. Having obtained permission the said Abbot Roger and
;_5 monks conscientiously and devoutly built a chapel in the centre of the vill of Scawton at
‘their own expense. When it-was finished and fittingly furnished with books, vestments, 2 font
and other necessities as befits the house of God, Abbot Roger ordered Landric de Ages his
ellsu:er‘ to atrange for the smaller bell of the mothet church of Byland to be conveyed in2
cart to the daughter church of Scawton, with all speed and reverence and without delay.
¥ When he had carried out this order and everything had been completed fittingly and honourably
' s has been said, Abbot Roger confetted the chapel ona certain cletk named Richard, and on
§ the presentation of Abbot Roget he was canonically instituted by the said Lord Archbishop
| Henry. Richard held and exercised the cure of souls for fifty-four years without any break in
" time, that is for eight years in the reign of King Stephen, for the whole of the reign of King
Henry, son of the Empress Matilda, and fot the whole of the reign of King Richard, son of
I the said King Henry. These kings, Henry and Richard, confirmed Byland with its appurtenances
i : by their charters.
| When many people, both those known to us and strangers, heard the repott of the
heavenly blessing that had descended on the new foundation, they wished to participate in
| the prayers and good deeds of Abbot Roger and his monks. More and more they turned
their hearts and minds to them, and brought vatious alms of theirown free will and abundantly,

office would therefore have been 1147-48.

® Hugh Malebisse was lord of Scawton. He was steward of Roger de Mowbray between ¢ 1 147
and ¢, 1154. See Mowbray Charters, p. Ixii, and, on Hugh as a bencfactor of Byland, Byland Cartulary,
p. Iviii. He is also alleged to be one of the local landowners who harassed the monks: see below,
pp. 20, 22.

© This confirms Landric de Ages as cellarer of Byland before 1147; see above, p. 11, note b.

4 Richard, clerk of Scawton, is said here to have exercised the cure of souls for fifty-four years,
namely for the last cight years of the reign of King Stephen, and the entire reigns of his two
successors, This would place his institution in 1146, the date given in the Flistoria, but see above,

note a.
® Charters of Henry IT and Richard lin favour of Byland appear in

(Byland Cartulary, nos 516-26).

BL MS Egerton 2823, fol. 56v
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I ‘had given to each. Indeed Lord Hugh Malebisse granted to them Mutton with its

(oS

-nances, and Snilesworth® with pasture and woodland, as is clear from his chartets, To
bishop of Yok, etc’.
- Grant of Hugh Malebisse of the vill of Murton etc?

To the archbishop of Yotk and the whole chapter of St Petet and to all the
£aithful of holy church, Hugh Malebisse, greeting, Know that ] have granted
and by this charter confitm to God and to the monks of St Mary of
" Byland for the salvation of my soul and the salvation of all my own, the
/' whole vill of Murton with all its appurtenances in land and watet, in wood
and plain, in meadows and pastures, and with all its easements, to hold of
me and my heirs in perpetual alms, free, undisturbed and quit from all
"' earthly service and secular demand, for 40s. to be paid annually to me and
3 my heirs, that is 20s. at Whitsuntide and 20s. at the feast of St Martin [11
! Nov]. I have remitted and quitclaimed to the monks in perpetuity whatever
right I or any of my ancestots evet had in Byland on the Moot. And I and
J my heirs will maintain and warranty all the aforesaid to the said monks
against all men in perpetuity. With these witnesses: Roger de Mowbray,
Robert his son, Hugh my son, Robert de Beauchamp.

Charter of Hugh Malebisse concerning Snilesworth®

To the archbishop of Yotk and all the sons of holy mother church, Hugh
Malebisse, greeting. Know that I have granted to God and to the monks
of St Mary of Byland in perpetual alms Snilesworth and all the land and
woodland and pasture to the north and west of Blow Gill" as far as the
land of Hawnby* extends towards Cleveland, to do there whatever they
wish. T and my heirs will warranty this grant confirmed by my present

1147 (see below, p. 20). It is however more likely that the grantor of this charter, as the following

one, was Hugh I1. The charter is also printed in Byland Cartulary, no. 578, which notes additional
witnesses from the copies in Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS Top. Yorks. e. 8, fols 137v—138, Top.
Yorks. e. 9, fol. 24r, and North Yorkshire County Record Office ZDV 11, and revises the date to
1170 X 1186. The third witness would accordingly be Fugh Il (who died before 1206), son of
Hugh II.

¢ Printed in EYC 111, no. 1846, and Byland Cartnlary, 0. 1076, from BL MS Egerton 2823, fol.
109x, the latter noting that the first witness is corrected to Tohanne abbate lorevalle’ in Oxford,
Bodleian Library MS Dodsworth 63, fol. 75¢, The occutrence of John of Kinstan dates the
charter to after 1150.

¢ Blow Gill joins the river Rye about two miles north of Hawnby.

¢ Hawnby lies to the north of Murton.

15
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4id monks, free, undisturbed and quit of all earthly setvice

charter to the s
With these witnesses: John of

and demand, against all men in perpetuity.
Jervaulx, Robert de Daiville, Ralph de Belvoir etc.

nks settled at Byland, the abbot, at the request
d Samson d’Aubigny, granted the place of
who had come from Bridlington and
f the grange of Wildon and of Cam.

He did so on this understanding, that those canons should remain with a full conventin perpetuity
and should live there according to the Rule of St Augustine. Moreover Samson granted to
Abbot Roget, in exchange for that place, 20s. annually which he was accustomed to receive
from Coxwold mill. Lord Roger de Mowbtay confirmed this agreement by his chatter, as

follows.?

Afterwards, with Abbot Roget and his mo:

To the archbishop of York and the whole chapter of St Petet and to all the
greeting, Know that 1, with the

sons of holy church, Roger de Mowbray,

consent of Robert ’Aunay and the monks of Whitby and for the salvation
of my soul and of all myancestors, have granted and confirmed in perpetual
alms, free, undisturbed and quit of all temporal service, to God and Abbot

Gerald and his convent and to their successofs in perpetvity, the place of

Hood with the woodland and plain lyingaround itby the limits and boundaries

that 1 have caused to be shown to them. With these witnesses: Samson
&Aubigny, Roger de Cundy, Gundreda mothet of Rogetr de Mowbray, Elias

de Sancto Martino, etc.
Roger de Mowbray saw that many had come together in the service of God and that the
place whete the monks wete living in the region of Byland, as was said eatlier, was not
suitable for the building of an abbey, nor was it approptiate on account of the nearness of
Rievaulx. Therefore, when he returned home from the southetn regions of the country he

made additional grants so that he might extend their boundaties. In the year of our lord

b This is a farther copy of the charter of Roger de Mowbray granting Hood to the monks with
the consent of the brethren of Whitby (see above, p- 5). Presumably the charter that it was
intended to copy bere was Oxford, Bodleian Library MS Dodsworth 94, fol. 77v (EYG, IX, no. 120;
calendared Mowbray Charters, no. 194). Thisisa confirmation by Roger de Mowbray of the agreement
between Abbot Roger of Byland and the canons of Hood, by which Abbot Roger for the peace
(‘pro pace’) of Robert d’Aunay, demised to the canons the place of Hood ‘ea conditione quod in
codem loco fundabitur abbatia canonicorum et ibi perpetuo permanebit ibi secundum regulam
Sancti Augustini’. Samson &’ Aubigny granted to Byland in exchange for Hood (fin ascambio loci
illius”) twenty shillings a year he was accustomed to receive from the mill at Coxwold. He scems
to have been closely associated with the foundation of the Augustinian pdory of Hood.
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1147, he gave them, for the site of an abbey,
be two carucates of waste land in the tertito
this charter: “To the archbishop of York: In Oldstead””
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what his steward Hugh Malebisse reckoned to
ry of Coxwold below the hill of ‘Blakhow’, by

To the archbishop of York and the whole chapter of St Peter and all his
men French and English, and to all the faithful of holy mothet chutch,
Roger de Mowbray, greeting, Know that I have granted and conceded and
by this my present charter have confirmed to God and the monks of St
Mary of Byland all my forest of Cam and land around their abbey by these
boundaries, that is, as the road from ‘Heth’ runs through the moor and
descends to the bottom of the valley which is between Kilburn and
‘Middleberga’ and along the bottom of the valley as far as ‘Gillesbrigge’

and from there as ‘Fulsic’ runs near to Cams Head from the west as far as

Brinke and from there as the valley runs from the northern bank of Brink

where ‘Grundehousekelda” falls in the said valley and runs from thete to
Whiteket’ and falls into Mikelbeck’ below the monks” mill. Moteover 1
nt as much newly won land as William de Mainilhermer, to whom I had
given the land of Coxwold, added to the monks’” property with my approval,
that is, the mill pond and land below the pond as far as the wide road and
beyond the pond to the east forty perches in width and from there as the
wide road which goes to Ampleforth comes to Holbeck and from there
again through the middle of Burtoft’ as far as the moor. 1 also grant and
confirm Byland, Murton, Wildon, Rose Hill, Scackleton, Cam, Fawdington,’
Snilesworth, Airyholme, and the land of Thurnholme® on the Isle of
Axholme, and the land that I granted them in Cave’ and Ampleforthgand

Swale about nine miles south west of Byland Abbey. For charters
ce Byland Cartulary, nos 304-9.

hire estates on the Isle of Axholme: Greenway (Mowbray
Charters, p. 295) suggests that this is a place name in Owston: se¢ ibid., nos 281-3 (charters in
favour of Welford Abbey). The name is represented in Thurnholme Farm near Owston.

f North Cave is in the East Riding, about ten miles south west of Beverley. For charters relating

to abbey lands in Cave see Byland Cartulary, nos 153-5.
¢ Ampleforth lics just over tvo miles to the east of the abbey site at New Byland. For the abbey

lands there see Byland Cartulary, nos 1-18.

4 Fawdington lies on the river
relating to abbey lands in Fawdington &
¢ “Thirneholme’ on Mowbray’s Lincolns
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. everything lying around these lands in land and water, in wood and plain,
in roads and paths, and in all other easements and with their liberties.
Throughout my forests I grant all things that were necessary for them,
fully, by provision of my steward. T grant and confirm this donation free
and quit from all claim, and free from all earthly service and secular exaction,
t0 God and the said monks in perpetual alms for the salvation of my soul
" and of my father and mother and all my ancestors and heirs. 1 wish and
order all my men that the said monks shall hold all these things well,
peacefully and honourably in woods and plains, and in lands and in waters,
in meadows and in pastures, and in all other places and matters and
appurtenances. These are the witnesses to this grant and confirmation:
Samson d’Aubigny, Hetbert de Moreville and his son Richard, William de
" Arches, Robett de Daiville, Bertram Haget, William his son, Roger de
" Flamville, William de Wyville, Walter de Rivaria, Peter of Thirsk.

ed and granted to God and the monks all the
and Thorpe le Willows, and also the
d to the vill of Coxwold to the north

Moreover Lord Thomas de Coleville® quitclaimy
#ind and woodland that is between their mill pond
Whole of ‘Berstlina’ and ‘Burtoft’ and whatever belonge:
partof “Whiteker', to do whatever they wished, in perpetuity. Roger de Mowbray also offered
‘Abbot Roger and his monks the patronage of the churches of Thitsk, Hovingham and
Kirkby Moorside” and various other possessions, but Abbot Roger refused to accept them,
s conscience in the matter of the cure of souls*—he protested

" being a man of very scrupulou
land said that Roger had given them quite enough already. This refusal did not please Roger

patronage of the three churches because of his
Cistercian refusal to accept grants of giritualia.
efusal came after the grant of the third

< The comment that Roger refused to accept the
scrupulous conscience may be a reference to the

| According to the chronology of the Historia Roget’s r
conventual site in 1147, and this was the year in which the order of Savigny joined that of
23, Roger de Mowbray’s intention had been that the monks should first take
the right to present clergy for ordination to the benefices,
uses’, that is, appropriate the churches. This
s and their revenues.

Citeaux: see below, p.
the patronage of the churches, that is,
and that they should then ‘convert them to their own
| would mean that the monks would have enjoyed full possession of the churche
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THE

ghthood. In order to defend himself against this

. when he took up the belt of kni
ossed quickly into Normandy with letters of the Lord King Stephen, who wrote

i swwished to warrant the said castle with its appurtenances to Roger against all men?* In
sor lost nothing as a result of this plea.

i, : _.owcver, immediately after Roger had returned to Notrmandy® Abbot Roger and the

_' faced various disturbances, which they bore patiently for the time being For Lord
+ de Stuteville® and William his brothet claimed all the land that Lord Roger de Mowbray
nted the monks in the area of Coxwold where the monks lived. They brought a plea
plea was pursued according to the law of the

ot Lord Roger in the king’s court, and this
for a long time because the men of the neighbourhood universally testified that they,

and William, had right on their side in their claim.
} Meanwhile Lotd Robert de Daiville, lord of Kilburn,! gready hindered the work of
the monks. He complained that they wete enclosing a large part of the land that belonged to

s vill of Kilburn, and there was no way in'which he intended to putup with this. In a similar

Bishion Lord Hugh Malebisse, lord of Scawton.® inflicted many injuries on the monks both
d Dale, whose lands and pastures bordered

3 person and through his men of Scawton an
ible for unjust complaints, claims and

they lived next to

1

other offences so that the monks were unable to have any peace while

them. Guy of Boltby#acted ina similar fashion. Because they could not forever putup with

\captured at Tinchebrai, but his son, Robert 111, fought against the Scots at the Battle of the
' Standard (1138), regained royal favour, and set about restoring the family lands. On the Stuteville
% challenge to Roger de Mowbray see Mowbray Charters, p. xxviii. The Byland Historia provides
- evidence that this claim to Coxwold, which had passed from the Stuteville estates to Roger and
! been granted by him to the monks, began as carly as 1147. Barly in the reign of Henry Il a
feoffing Robert de Stuteville with ten knights’ fees,
be an allusion by the writer and satirist
Byland Abbey and the Stutevilles see above, p. xi.

4 Robest de Daville attested a considerable number of Roger’s charters: Mowbray Charters, p. 1x

and passim. See also Byland Cartulary, p. lviii and no. 486.
¢ On Hugh Malebisse sce above, p. 14 and note b.
* Dale Town lies just to the north of Murton. Ralph del Turp and his nephew, William Engelram,

granted rights here to the monks: Byland Cartulary, nos 255-60).
® The family of Boltby held a knight’s fee of the Stuteville family in 1166 in Boltby (about three

and a half miles west of Old Byland), Ravensthorpe and Thirlby (EYC, IX, 160-5). There is no
mention in charters relating to the family of a member called Guy. Clay (ibid) suggested that this
is an error for Odo of Boltby, who was alive in the 1140s and who was a benefactor of Rievaulx
“Bstates and Economy of Ricvaulx Abbey’, p. 31.

A

Abbey. See Burton,
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iroubles of this kind without assistance, Abbot Roger took the advice of his convent and set
sail for Normandy in the year 1147 with letters from Lady Gundreda, mother of Lord Roger
de Mowbray.* The abbot informed Roget of the plea brought by Robert and William de
Stuteville and of the injuries which Abbot Roger and his monks suffered.

The abbot came first to Savigny, to the general chapter, and there he explained t0 the
father abbot that his founder had granted him quite sufficient land if only he could enjoy it
in peace without the nterference of certain kaights of the neighbourhood. He said that he
might fear their hatassment less if the founder had been in England. He described othet
pieces of business that had to be resolved, one of which concerned Lord Petet, 2 monk of
Savigny who had begun to plan the establishment of an abbey within the borders of
Richmond.® Earl Alan,” son of Stephen, had recently granted this to the abbot of Savigny
and mote will be said about it later, in the account of the foundation of Jervaulx. Howevet,
because Abbot Roget could not wait untl the end of the chapter, he hurried to Lord Roger
de Mowbray in Normandy® When he had come to him and Jescribed the cause of his
distress Roger promised him 2 good and quick solution. As yet, however, various pieces of
business that had not been completed prevented him from returning to England himself.
And so he wrote specifically to his friends, that is to the earl marshall® and to the catl of
Watenne, entreating them to intercede with the lord king and ask him be gracious enough

b This suggests that it was at the general chapter of 1147 that Abbot Roger raised the questions
of the harassment of the monks by their neighbours and the infant foundation of Fors. On Peter
de Quinciaco, 0 whom Fors was granted sec below p. 36, p. 40 and note b. The chapter would
have taken place at Trinity (15 June).

< Farl Alan is Alan I of Richmond, who succeeded his father Stephen (d. 1135/6) and himself
died in September 1146 (EYC, TV, 87). On his role in the history of Jervaulx Abbey see below, pp-
36-40.

4 This ptovides.widcnce that Roger de Mowbray was still in Normandy at the end of the chapter.
¢ The identity of ‘eatl marshall’ is not certain. Gransden (Historical Writing in England, p- 291),
identifies him as John the Marshall (John Fitz Gilbert) but it is not clear why Roger should have

1s lay in the south of England.

Alm Sunday (24 March) 1146 (Robert
de Torigny, Chronica, in : ,152) 1 June 1147 (EYC,
VIII, 12-13; CcP, XII, 496-7; Davis, King Stephen, - 130). He is said to have died at Laodicea in
January 1148. He was a landowner in the south of Yorkshire and 2 second cousin to Roger de
Mowbray, whose maternal grandmother, Edith (wife of Gerald de Gournay) was 4 sister of
William de Warenne 1, father of William 111 William would not have been in England at the
time that Roger wrote his letters.
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|~ 1o allow the plea that Robett and William de Sruteville had brought against him in the king’s
coutt to remain at the stage it was then until his return O England. The eatls did this, and the

king yielded to their request, Sweating that Roger de Mowbray chould not lose one foot of

ough 2 pleain his ¢ s out of the kingdom.* Roger wrote

also to Robertde Daiville, Guy of Boltbyand to the lord of Scawton® ordering them to cease

nks from then on, and saying that if anything unjust had been done he would

through neighbouring men of law, according to the

Jaw of the land. He wrote also to his mother and t his steward and to all his bailiffs in the

county of York otdeting them tO paintain, protect and defend Abbot Roget of Byland and
his brethren the monks and their land as they would his own land.

Whenhe received the ordet that Abbot Roger brought with him, the lord of Scawton
stopped troubling the monks in some measure, and ordered his men to do the same out of
reverence for the command of theif lotd. At first, howeves, Robert de Daiville made light of
the ordet, but afterwards he showed regard for it,and agreed to peace. In fact, after his return
to England Lord Roget de Mowbtay made peace with Robert and William de Stuteville. The
first quitclaimed the right thathe had in the land and the site of the abbey by offering a knife
on the high altar at Stocking? and the other by his chartet, which is like this one which is
written in the margin.

To all the sons of holy mothet church who will see of hear these lettets,
William de Stuteville, greeting. May you all know that 1 have granted and
conceded and by this my charter confirm to God and the monastery of St

b The lord of Scawton Was fugh Malebisse.

< ‘on his return 10 England’s 1f the events referred to above took place in 1146 rather than 1147
then ‘post reversionem suam’ could refer to a return tO England by Roger prior to his departure
on crusade. Otherwise it must refer to his return to England in 1149, that is, after the crusade.
The implication het¢ is that it was before the merges of Savigny and Citeaux i 1147. For a rather
later grant, by Roges, of Kirkby Moorside to settle Robert de Stuteville’s claim on his barony,
which can be dated to the beginning of the reign of Henry 11, see Mowbray Charters, 00- 3806.

4 That is, on the high altar of the third conventual church, occupied between 1147 and 1177.
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of the abbey which has been founded on my

they have of my fee and inheritance, in perpetual

¢ salvation of my soul and of my
and my heirs. And 1 and my
e monks against all men in
Robert of Meaux,

Maty of Byland the site
patiimony, and whatevet
: alms, free from all secular service, for th
\ father and mother and of my predecessors
heirs will wasranty all the aforesaid to the sam
perpetuity. With these witnesses: William of Cottingham,
Benedict of Sculcoates, Geoffrey Wacel, William brother
Fugn[ess], Richard of Futn[ess], Bartholomew de

of Doncastet’

| Ths the said Robert and Wi .am de Smteville quitclaimed to
| had previously demanded from them. Afterwards Lord Roger
inspection and deliberation of his neighbours, to raise to the west

a great ditch between the land granted to the monks an
cil of Reims under the presidency ©

Tn this year® at the Coun
chutch of Savigny with its thirteen daughter abbeys® subj ected itself to

and the ordet of Citeaux.

4 Now we shall speak of the grants made in alm

II I
'j:.-i,l' b I this year’ (Isto anno): 1148. The merger had been agreed at the Cist
] September 1147 and it was ratified by Bugenius 11 at the papal counci

A 1148,
" ' < The figure of thirteen
Welsh families: Basingwer

ation of Savigny refe

abbeys of the fili
Byland, Calder,

k, Buckfast, Buildwas,

4 Ii (]'crvaulx), Furness, Neath, Quars, Stratford Langthorne, and Swin
| in England, especially by Turness, to the merger, and a bull of Bugenius [11 specifically enjoined
B on the English houses acceptance of the customs of Citeaux. For brief commen
(' Poulle, Savigny and England’, in David Bates and Anne Curry, ed., England and Normandy in the
d Rio Grande: Hambledon, 1994), pp- 159-68 (p. 165). On the importance

f Middle Ages (London an

of the Historia as a SOUrce p. XXV-XXVIL

for the merger, S€¢ above, p

23

of William of
Stuteville, Richard, cletic

the monks 2ll right that they

de Mowbtay began, on the

etn side of the said abbey

d the land of Robert de Daiville.

£ Pope Eugenius 111 the
the church of Clairvaux

s to Abbot Roger and his monks.

ercian gcneral chapter in
| of Reims on 10 April

rs to those of the English and

Coggeshall, Combermere,
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Lord Roger de Mowbray granted the monks two carucates of land in Fawdington
and a half in Cave,’ and one carucate in Ampleforth and whatever he had between Stean®
and ‘Hirfeldebeck’ and whatever he had in Kirkby Malzeard, and the grange of Bagby;® also
of the grant of Lord William de Percy, certain land in Deepdale and Cattony also of the
grant of Bertram de Bulmer, Boscat; and three tofts in Yorks also of the grant of William
of Acklam, the fishery of ‘Gayterigg® with land; also of the grant of Hugh Malebisse, the vill
of Bagby with its appurtenances;” of the grant of Robert de Daiville, a fishery on the river
Swale and fifteen actes in ‘Calecotedale’, and pasture in the territory of Kilburn; of the grant
of Torphin son of Robett and Walleve de Betford and John Taylebois, land in Warcop;j of
the grant of ‘Thomas son of Cospatrick, land in Hatdendale* of the grant of William of
Lancastet, land in Fawcett Forest) of the grant of Gerald and Alan de Lascelles, land in
Asby;”of the grant of Thomas de Coleville, pastute in the woodland of Yeatsley and a road
in Wildons of the grant of William de Whville all his land of Thorpe neat Ampleforth
(Thorpe le Willows);® of the grant of Roger de Mowbray and Matilda of Stonegtave, land in
Thorpe neat Thirsk (Thorpefield)y of the grant of William de Surdeval, land in Ampleforth;?
of the grant of Robert de Stuteville and Odo de Baillol, sixteen acres of meadow in West
Ness; vatious grants from many othets whose names I omit because to include them would
be tedious for the reader.

! For Robert de Daiville’s grants in Kilburn and final concords relating to abbey lands there see
Byland Cartulary, nos 486-9.

| For charters relating to Warcop (Westmorland), under the heading ‘Bleatarn’, especially those of
Torphin son of Robert, Walleve de Berford and John Taylebois, see Byland Cartulary, nos 47-105.
k Hardendale, in Shap, Westmorland: for the grant of Thomas son of Cospatrick see Byland
Cartulary, nos 395-6.

| Pawcett Forest in Kendal (Westmorland): for the grants by William of Lancaster see Byland
Cartatlary, no. 310.

m Ashy, Westmorland: the section of the cartulary containing copies of these charters is badly
damaged; see Byland Cartulary, pp. 7-8 and nos 21-5.

a For grants by Thomas de Coleville of land in Yearsley, four miles south cast of Byland Abbey,
see Byland Cartulary, nos 328, 728; for a confirmation by Roget de Mowbray see Mowbray Charters,
no. 68.

o Thorpe near Ampleforth is Thorpe le Willows. For the grant of William de Wyville, see Byland
Cartuilary, nos 323-6.

P Thorpe near Thirsk is Thorpefield, in Latin Petithorpe’. For grants by Matilda of Stonegrave
and Simon, her son, and confirmations by Roger de Mowbray, se¢ Byland Cartulary, nos 885-8;
Mowbray Charters, no. 65.

a The section of the cartulary containing the Ampleforth charters is badly damaged.

¢ Fast Ness and West Ness lie about cight miles east of Byland Abbey. For grants by Odo de
Balliol and Agnes his wife, and a confirmation by Robert de Stuteville see Byland Cartulary, nos
708-10.
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sed since the aforesaid coundil, Abbot Roger ordained 2
hitn to Jervaulx, which the abbot
as will be made clear in due

n & March (which was

\When thtee years had pas
i from his convent, and sent

ur abbot and our chutch of Byland,
with his convent from Byland to Jervaulx 0
Wednesday) in the yeat of our Lord 1150, at which time Abbot
living at Stocking whete the Lord Almighty guided their works in
a2 wondrous manner and their steps as they deserved. But consider how suddenly, after

several years had gone by, a new disturbance arose that was motivated by a malicious purpose.

For when Lord Hardred, who succeeded our Abbot Gerald in the pastoral office at Calder,
and his monks saw that such divine grace had descended on the house of Byland that ithad
sent a fair offspring from itself to Jervaulx and from day to day grew in worldly endowments,
and that the abbot of Furness cared little or nothing about their own deterioration, they

decided among themselves to eral chapter of Ci

of Savigny about the paternity O monastery For certain they
hoped thatif they could recover our house as 2 daughter house, the poverty of the mother
might within 2 short time be relieved by the wealth of the daughter.

Accordingly Abbot Hardred of Calder came 0 Byland and there he first addressed
Abbot Roger and his convent in a friendly way concerning his plan and his intention. e
maintained that the filiation and jurisdicion over ouf monastety belonged to him and his
church of Calderby right of issue and descent, that the abbot of Savigny possessed jurisdiction

unjustly, and that he wished to stand by his claim at general chapter. To
this our abbot, Roget, replied: ‘1 believe’, he said, ‘Lord that if an abbot had

Roger and his monks were

bring a suit to the gen
£, and jurisdiction OVEL out

the judgement of the
Abbot of Calder,

aced after the official colonization of Fors

equence of it
ked to claim jurisdiction over Byland because
cir house suggests
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culties. That there was an
26-T
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below.
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y warned the abbot of Savigny about the matter he had raised.

1n the following yeat® the abbot of Savigny came to England t0 conduct 2 visitation;
presence Abbot Hardred of Calderin a friendly fashion released all bis claim in the
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for the house of Byland. The witnesses to this legal action ate Peter, abbot
of Quarr, Walter, abbot of Man, etc.’

. Moreover [Serlo],> abbot of Savigny, wrote to the general chapter in this mannet.

To the most reverend lords and fathers Abbot [R] and the whole general
chapter of Citeaux, Brother [Setlo] 2 abbot of Savigny, greeting May your
assembly know that Lord Hardred, abbot of Calder, and his brothess have
in our presence remitted in perpetuity the claim that they had against the
house of Byland concerning the subjection of the said house, which they
said was of their right, and concerning the persons of the place and the
property which they said was taken there from Caldet. For this remission
the house of Byland has given to the house of Calder eight oxen, six cows
with their calves, five mares with their foals, one palfrey, 20s. and one full
set of priestly vestments. If the abbot or convent of Futness wishes to
bring any claim against the house of Byland concetning the subjection of
the said house or the persons of the place ot the property that the monks
of Calder claimed, the abbot of Savigny who is in office at that time shall
act as intermediary with respect to the subjection and the petsons, and the
abbot of Calder with the respect to the propetty. They shall stand for the
house of Byland, so that if the abbot of Caldet cannot ptotect his house
with respect to the property, he shall restote to Byland as much property as
he received from Byland, as has been described. The witnesses of the legal
action were Petet, abbot of Quatrr, Waltet, abbot of Man, etc.

* The first witness was formerly abbot of Furness. He had opposed the merger with Citeaux and
resigned in 1150. He then became abbot of Quarr (HRH, I, 134, 139). The second is the abbot
of Rushen, Isle of Man. Their attestation means that the charter could have been issued at the
general chapter or in England. England is implied on p. 26. The same two witnesses attest Serlo’s
charter that follows.

b 7’ must be an error; Setlo was abbot of Savigny at the time.




THE HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE ABBEYS OF ByLanD ANDJERVAUD(

With such testimony being given to the general chapter the settlement of the above mentioned
claims was agreed, and the action by which the monks of Calder attempted to claim paternity

ovet out house was completely laid to rest. The two letters were sent to Citeaux and another

two with the same wording remained in out hands as a perpetual record.?

When the abbot and convent of Futness heard that the monks of Calder had
completely remitted all their right and claim to paternity in the above form, they were angry
at them beyond measure. They said that they themselves had good and just claim to paternity
over out house, and brought their claim to the general chapter against Richard, then abbot of
Savigny,for a final judicial sentence. At length the case was settled, for that venerable man of
holy memory, Ailred thenabbot of Rievaulx? examined itin the manner of 2 judicial procedure
with the advice of certain abbots, and brought it to a conclusion in the following way.*

To the most venerable lords and fathers, beloved to the Lotd, and to the
whole chapter of Citeaux, Brothet Ailred, servant of God and of the
brethren who ate at Rievaulx, due subjection and obedience. Having

called togethet our venetable fathers and co-abbots we have acted with

great care and thought concerning the action between the lord abbot of

¢ When the abbot and convent dropped their claim to jurisdiction over Byland the claim was thus

raken up by Furness.
a Ailred, abbot of Rievaulx (1 147-6T).

e A version of the following document is printed in Delisle, ‘Documents’, pp. 4234, from Archives

Nationales de France MS L. 1146, and the (now lost) cartulary of Savigny; calendared in CDF, no.
819, The version in the Historia has been embellished. However it omits from the original the
names of the abbots who attest the judgement, retaining only their offices (p- 32 below). Of the
other witnesses Thurstan, prior of Rievaulx, and Mauric

house, are common to both lists,
Byland, appear in L. 1146 as monks of Savigny. Walter and Richar
L. 1146, as do Robert an
though the textin the Elistoriais much longer. The ¢
in the witness list, however, indicate that the version in the .
of it. The attestation of Abbo
January 1155 (HRH, 1, 140), places the document after that date. The ab
this is addressed is there fore
where this judgement is placed before Archbishop Roger’s ch
assigned to 1155 — suggests date of 1155.

¢ and Walter Daniel, monks of that

but Richard and Robert, named in the Historia as monks of
d, monks of Furness, attest in

d Landric, monks of Byland. The two documents arc clearly related,
lose similarities in parts of the document and

istorieis based on 1.1 146 or a version
o)

¢ Philip of Revesby, whose predecessor, Walo (Gualo), occurs in 22
bot of Citeaux to whom

Lambert, who succeeded in 1155 The chronology of the Historia—
arter of confirmationand protection
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Furness* and Lotd Richard, abbot of Savigny, for the monastery of Byland,
which, it is to be recognized, the authority of your holiness delegated to us.
We have heard carefully the claims of both sides as they have argued about
the grant of the place of Byland and disputed energetically about the
subjection of the abbot of the same.

First, the abbot of Furness by his own mouth asserted that the
monastery of Byland belonged to him by tight as 2 genuine donation that
he said had been made to his monks in alms. Morteovet, he maintained that
Abbot Gerald had acknowledged his subjection to the abbot of Furness,
and indeed had often demonstrated such subjection out of filial reverence.
He argued that that same Gerald had, with 2 wild and hard-headed spirit
fled — without any real threat of violence — with his monks and all the
propetty of the house, and left his monastery of Calder completely bereft

of temporal goods, and useless, which he could not and ought not in
g justice to have done without the assent or permission of the father abbot il
-: ' of Furness. LS
i He also argued that the charter of quitclaim that the abbot of Byland ]|
: had from Abbot Hardred ought to have no force or power in law because I II.-I l
the said Abbot Hardred had no authority to remit the right of his monastery il || it
of Calder without the permission of the abbot of Furness. Such an illegal 1 il '.‘| |
remission ought justly to be treated as invalid and void. For these reasons e
the abbot of Furness sought that the paternity of the monastery of Byland il ¢
and subjection of its abbot to himself and his church of Furness should ||| |
be justly adjudged in the form of ajudicial sentence. n, I
In response the abbot of Savigny offered us his ight of defence openly il

in writing and delivered it as is noted here.

* The name of the abbot of Furness is not mentioned in this document, but would have been
Abbot John, who occurs in 1152 and 1155 (HRH, 1, 134).
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He said that the first and chief grant of the place of Hood was made
to his house of Savigny by Abbot Gerald himself and presented for approval
in his general chapter. He maintained as proof that it had been accepted
favourably on the advice of the chapter. He also maintained that Abbot
Gerald had, in that same general chapter, freely given himself as a special
son subject thereafter to the abbot of Savigny and to his successors on the
advice and with the consent and at the unanimous request of his whole
convent then living at Hood. He further maintained that Gerald had
submitted himself as a free man, having been totally rejected and cast out
by the abbot of Furness. Similatly he granted the custody of Hood together
with the governance of souls there a second time, and — although reluctantly
_ received it again from the same abbot of Savigny as from a father to
whom he had submitted himself. He continued in that same subjection
untl his death, and that same man who now rules there, Lord Roger, followed
in the footsteps of his predecessot whom he holds in all things as aworthy
man, to be venerated and commended.

He added that the abbot of Furness — if one may say this — justly
deprived himself of the subjection of Abbot Gerald and his successors by
making them s0 unwelcome. The abbot of Furness had contemptibly
reproached Abbot Gerald and his monks who came to Furness hoping for
refuge in a time of general turmoil in Copeland, and denied them human
charity. He had forcefully expelled them, and bid them farewell. They, thus
spurned, put to flight and despised, departed — albeit unwillingly —and with
God’s help within a short space of time obtained a place to live first at

30




» This is another instance of the wide powers of patronage which see
by Roger de Mowbtay or attributed to him by Abbot Philip.
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Hood, then at Byland. They submitted their place and also themselves directly
to the subjection and filiation of the abbot of Savigny, as they wete well
entitled to do, because at that time, after the abbot of Furness had rejected
them, they wete subject to no-one.

Moteovet he maintained that that noble man, Lotd Roger de Mowbray,
founder of Byland, at the time of the general chapter, had come to Citeaux
with the duke of Burgundy. In that general chapter Roger had granted
Byland to the abbot of Savigny who was then present— and Roger was the
man who could assign and give the monastery of Byland to the subjection
of whomsoever he wished* No-one in that chapter opposed the donation
nor in the chapter the year following did any speak for the right of the
abbot of Furness ot anyone else who could claim any fight in the house of
Byland.

At length the abbot of Savigny, in 2 manner that precluded debate,

added and pleaded that the chief reason why the abbot of Furness — ot

any other — should be denied all course of action against him in the said
case, was that those things which had been done, presented, ordained and
established according to custom in the annual general chapter at Savigny
ought not now to be retracted in any way nor weakened by the authority of
the general chapter of Citeaux.

Thus with these arguments the abbot of Savigny explicitly countered
the petition and claim of the abbot of Furness, and in particular asserted
the authority of the general chapter of the order of Savigny in the form
that has been mentioned. Accordingly we, by means of ouf limited
understanding, have considered and carefully examined all those matters
that have been expounded by eithet side. Now at length with the advice of
the brethren sitting in this case, we judge that those claims which the abbot
of Futness alleged in his petition can be quashed and invalidated by those
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arguments that have been put forward by the abbot of Savigny in his
defence, if they can be proved. Accordingly the abbot of Furness, who by
Jaw as the plaintiff had to supply proof of his claim and assertion, had no
witnesses, nor did he wish to say anything further in support of the arguments,
rehearsed above, against the petition put forward on behalf of the defendant.
Moreover, according to the testimony of the abbot of Furness himself,
the witnesses produced by the abbot of Savigny in support of his claims
were deemed to be acceptable. Thus we think it cotrect to acquit by the
testimony of these witnesses. Since therefore according to the custom of our
order those things which were lawfully decteed by the abbot of Savigny and
which witnesses who have been brought forward adequately prove, wein justice
defet to the formal plea legitimately proposed by the abbot of Savigny and
being unwilling to postpone the case further in order to avoid extensive
inconveniences and expenses we judge, by the authority committed to us, that
the subjection of the monastery of Byland belongs to the abbotand chutch of
Savigny and the same abbot of Savigny is quit and free from all claim of the
Jbbot of Furness. The lord abbot of Futness is to accept this ruling most
respectfully and with all humility, patience and teverence. Present with all these
was Godfrey, abbot of Garendon,’ whom both sides had accepted as judge in
the place of the abbot of Wavetley. Also presentwete the abbots of Fountains,
Newminster, Louth Patk, Basingwerk, Rufford, Jervaulx, St Lawrence [Revesbyl,
Kirkstall, Meaux, and Forde. Also present wete Thurstan, ptior of Rievaulx,
Maurice and Walter Daniel» monks of Rievauly, Richard and Robett, monks
of Byland, Robett, Richatd and Alan, monks of Fountains, Alan of Revesby
and very many others.

In this manner the said controversy ceased and was brought to 2 conclusion with the propet
formalities.

L. 1146 adds Gillerbertus C L. 1146 adds Philippus

L 1146 adds Alexandet

1. 1146 has Robertus de Wida, Adam de Melsa, Helias de Ruthfordia, Iohannes de
Turvallis = etiam L. 71746

Galo Daniell also written as catchwords at, oot of fol. 28v

1. 1146 adds: monachi Savigniacenses Walterus, Ricardus, monachi Furnesii,
Robertus, Landricus '

* Gadfrey, abbot of Garendon, who occuts ¢ 1146,1147,1155 (HRH, T, 134). Garendon was the
senior daughter house of Waverley, which was itself the senior Cistercian house in Britain. On

the witnesses see above, p. 28, note €.
b Walter Daniel, monk of Rievaulx and biographer of Ailred.
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_ When Lotd Roger de Mowbray our founder had heard and seen that many serious
and unjust challenges were maliciously and violently being brought against the house and his

'; monks of Byland from day to day, he thought to himself how he might prevent these

problems and bring peace to the monks. He considered moreover how his grants and those

of Gundreda his mother, which they had in turn given to the monks, could be mote securely
and more safely protected and guarded unimpaired. Roger de Mowbray therefore went with
his knights to that noble man Lotd Roget, then archbishop of York, and to the chapter of
St Peter there. He humbly and devoutly asked them if they would deem it worthy to protect
and maintain the gifts he had made in alms, no less those of his mother, by theit own charters
of confirmation.” And so the said archbishop and chapter lent their assent to the petitions of
so great 2 man and woman. They strengthened their grants by their charters of confirmation
the more freely because they knew that the servants of Christ had been treated devoutly by
this man and woman. And the archbishop took under his own protection and that of St
Peter his house of Byland in the second yeat of his pontificate, that is, in the year of our

Lotd 1155 in these words.

Roger by the grace of God archbishop of York and legate of the apostolic
see, to-all his successors and to all sons of holy mothet church, greeting.
We have made known to you all that we, with the assent and approval of
the dean and chapter of Blessed Peter of York, have taken under the liberty
and protection of the Blessed Peter and our own in order to maintain itfor
our beloved sons the monks of Byland and their successots, the grant
which the renowned man Roger de Mowbray made to the same monks,
that is, the whole vill of Byland with all its appurtenances and the church
of the same vill with its appurtenances. Roget confirmed these things in
perpetual alms in our presence by his charter for the salvation of his soul
and of all his own. Therefore we forbid under pain of anathema that
anyone should recllessly presume to infringe of in any way interfere with
this donation. As this renowned man made this grant in perpetual alms to
the said monks and their successots in perpetuity, we approptiate the church

charter that follows. It is possible that an carlier act of Roger existed. See EEA, XX, no. T*,

d Printed in EYG, 11, no. 1834, where it is noted that the style of Roger’s title and the witnesses suggest
adate on 1177 % 1181. Printed also in EEA, XX, no. 8, with variants from Oxford, Bodleian Library MS
Dodsworth 94, fol. 12e—v. This has an additional witness, Thomas’, between Gerald and Paul. As Lovatt
notes (EEA, XX, no. 9, note), the position of the third witness {who witnesses in the same position here)
suggests that Guy had already become master of the schools, an office to which he succeeded after the
death of Robert Magaus on 27 November 1177. If this is the case, the confirmation can be dated
between 27 November 1177 and the death of thearchbishop on 22 November 11 81. Tt may be connected

with the final move to New Byland in October 1177.
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of the said vill of Byland with all its appurtenances o the said monks and
their successors for their own use, and we dectee it tO be free from all
episcopal dues and confirm it in perpetuity. With these witnesses: Robert
the dean, Hamo the precentor, master Guy, Ralph the archdeacon, Gilbett,
abbotof Selby, Robert, provost of Bevetley, Alan, canos, Master Maynard,

Stephen, canon, Gerald, Paul, Mastet Alan of Pickering"

Robert,” dean, and the chaptet of St Peter, York, to those in the future as
well as those present who shall see and heat these letters, greetng You
should all know thatwe have approved, conceded and confirmed the grant
of Roget de Mowbtay which he made to the monks of Byland living and
serving God there, that s, the vill of Byland with its appurtenances and the
church of the same vill with its appustenances. 1n 2 sirnilar way we approve,
concede and confirm the approptiation and confirmation of the church
of Byland in a1l things, as the charter of Roget, archbishop of York, beats
witness. Therefore we pray all the faithful of God that they maintain the

aforesaid grant, appropiation and confirmation for the salvation of theif

souls. And we forbid anyone to presume to Jay 2 hand on them or to make
any trespass Of) them. We are the Witnesses of this same grant, approptiation
and confirmation. Farewell

While the said Abbot Roger lived with his monks in the westeti part of the territory of
Coxwold they began, as Was said eatlief, industriously to cleat the woodland, and to drain
large amounts of watet from the swamps through long, wide ditches. And aftet solid ground
had appeared, they prepated for themselves 2 wide, suitable and honoutable place in the
eastern patt of the tegritory between «Whiteker’ and the foot of thehill of Cam, thatis, near
Burtoft’ and Berstlina’. There they built their fine, great churche from new, as may now be
seen: may the Almighty bless and keep it throughout all ages!

And they moved there from Stocking on the eve of All Saints [30 October] in the year
of the Incarnation of out Lord 1177 where, with God’s approval they will remain in good

» Master Alan of Pickering also attested an act of Archbishop Roger for Warter Priory (EEA,
XX, no. 101). Hewas 2 clerk of the archbishop (ibid., pp- 1-1i).

bThe following confirmation 15 printed in EYC, 111, no. 1 835, where dated to 1177 X 1181.

¢ On the significance of the church at Byland see Peter Fergusson, Apchitecture of S olitude, pp. 69-90.
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fortune forever. Abbot Roget ruled in the pastoral office at Byland, that is, at Byland on the
Moor, at Stocking and neat “Whiteket’ for fifty-four yeats® and more, from the day of his
ordination to his advanced old age and then he resigned his office. And it should be known
thatall granges, manors and possessions both in the county of Westmorland and in Yorkshire
were granted to our abbey of Byland in his time.” Abbot Roger, on his joutney to the general
chapter or returning from it, often and earnestly begged the blessed Bernard® that it might
please him to suggest t0 the abbot of Savigny that he receive Roger’s resignation, because he
was too feeble, wotn out and weakened by old age to rule his house any longer. However, St
Bernard would in no way agree to his request.t Instead he kindly encouraged him to return to
" his house and rule it with his accustomed diligence and wisdom, saying that his successors
would never be able to maintain ot retain the lands and possessions that he had acquired in
his time.

We, Brother Philip, former abbot of Briostel and now abbot of Byland and the next
successor of the said Roger, have written these things in the year of the Lord 1197, thatis, in
the second year of our office as abbot and in the thirtieth year after the passing of Ailred,
abbot of Rievaulx. Abbot Roger dwelt with us in the house of Byland for neatly three years
after his retirement, and then having lived for many years he fell asleep in the Lord there ata
tipe old age.* Henceforward our successors may se¢ what kind of worldly cares there are to
be encountered, and will carefully recall these writings. For our predecessors, from the time
when they went out from Calder to the present day, have patiently suffered worldly tribulations
and oppressions, very serious losses and hardships in the hope of reward and the glory of
Heaven. We suffer them now in many ways in out own days, but I refuse to wiite of them
because their length would be weatisome. Now indeed we wish to malke known to those who
are to come how a convent went out from our house to Jervaulx in the time of Roger our
predecessor, and about the foundation of the same, just as out ancestors explained to us

many times by word of mouth.

= 1142-1196.

¥ William of Newburgh refers to the success of the abbey under Abbot Roger (‘Benedixitque
Dormninus et de rebus angustiis ad magnam jam amplitudinem pervenerunt sub patre Rogerio
mirande sinceritatis vito...; ‘And the Lord blessed it, and from small beginnings they have now
reached great heights under their father, Roger, a man of admirable integrity), and notes that at
the time of writing (1198) Roger was still alive but in advanced old age (‘qui adhuc superstes est
in senecta uberi’): Chron. S tephen, 1, 52.

¢ Bernard of Clairvaux was canonized in 1174

¢ This suggests that Roger’s desire to resign went back at least forty years, to before Bernard’s
death in 1153.

¢ This must be an addition to Abbot Philip’s text. Roger resigned in 1196 and died in 1199. Hamo
had succeeded Philip by 11 October 1198 (see above, p. 1, note b).
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The foundation of Jervaulx

HenryLin the kingdom of England, there was
family named Acaris son of Bardolf® a great Jandownet in the
ired by divine grace, this man gave to a monk serving God, Petet
de Quinciaco, who was well experienced and very knowledgeable in the skills of medicine,
and to other monks of Savigny, 2 certain portion of hisland in Wensleydale, that is, land in
Fors and in Worton.® Thete the said Brother Petet and his companions began, as best they
could, to establish 2 new abbey and to construct simple buildings. At first this dwelling place
was called the abbey of Fors, then the abbey of Wensleydale, later till the abbey of Chatity,
and finally, because the place was close t© the flowing watet,’ it was called the abbey of
<Tn this location the monks repeatedly suffered difficulties and hardships. Itis uncertain

Jervaulx.
ame from Savigny to

how ot for what reason Brother Petet and his other companions ¢
England. Some outt of Alan, count of Brittany and

believe that Peter was staying at the ¢
Richmond, for the purpose of ded ot to collect alms in the hall

treating the sick and woun
and distribute them to the needy. Count Alan confirmed the grants that the said Lord Acaris
and others made to the mo

In the time of King Stephen,’ who succeeded

2 certain knight of noble
county of Yorkshire. Insp:

nks by his charters, in this way.

The first charter of Alan, count of Brittany and [ear of] Richmond®
gland, to all the prelates of holy chutch
f England, both French and English,
ceded and confirmed those
r the

Alan, 2 count of Brittany and En;
and to all his barons and his men o

greeting; 1 wish you to know that 1 have con
alms that Acaris son of Bardolf granted to the monks of Savigny fo

to give differentversions,ptobably representing oral traditions,
th Byland and Jervauls., Earl Alan of Richmond
£ his family to acquire lands in England was Alan
Richmond castle; he died in
elder brother died unmarsied
died in 1135 or 1136, probably
s earl of Richmond from 1136.
4 died in September 1146. See

{ Tt is characteristic of Abbot Philip
of events leading to the foundation of bo
mentioned here is Alan 111 “Niger’. The first o
1 ‘Rufus’, a count of Brittany, who fought at Hastings and built
1089. His brother and successot was Alan 11 Niger’, who like his
(1093); he too was succeeded by his brothet, Count Stephen, who

1136. His son, who succeeded him, was Alan 111 ‘Niger’, who wa

He married Bertha, daughter of Conan 111, duke of Brittany, an

CP, X, T19-97; EYC, IV, 85-92.
£ Printed from this source in EYC, TV, no. 23, where dated shor

used by Alan in this and the following charter see CP, X, 788, note
title of eatl of Richmond.

tly before 1145. On the titles
(b); he was the first to use the
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soul of his father and that of his mother and for the souls of his ancestots,
that is, all the land that he held in Fors and in Worton and in Brough,’ free
and quit from all the service that belongs to it and that the aforesaid Acatis
renders fully to me. Acaris granted the said land to them when I 'was there
to see and hear, with all its belongings and appurtenances, in plain and
wood, in meadows, in Watercourses, in fields and in pastures. Moreover, 1
grant to them in honour of our Lord Jesus Chiist and for the souls of all
the faithful, common of my pastures wherever they have animals, and I
order that they hold the said alms well, peacefully and honourably, and that
no-one should oppose them ot cause themn harm. And I pray all men to
support them. With this witness: Conan the archdeacon.”

Another chartet®

Alan, a count of Brittany and England, to his steward and his constable of
Richmond, and to all his barons and his men, French and Breton and
English, greeting I wish you, and my SUCCESSOLS and your successors, to
know that for the love of God and the redemption of my soul, and for the
soul of my father and that of my mothet, and those of my ancestors, 1
concede and confirm the grant that Acatis has made to the monks and
brothers of Wensleydale, that is, three carucates of land in Wotton and
one and 2 half carucates in Fors. T concede and confirm to the said monks
and brothers the whole vill of Ingleby that Roger de Gunmary and Warner
his brother? granted to them. I Jlso concede and confirm one and a half

1300, V1, York, compiled by Diana F. Greenway (London: Univetsity of London School of
Advanced Study and Institute of Historical Research, 1999), p. 471.

¢ Printed from this source in EYC, 1V, no. 24, where dated 1145,

4 Roger and Warner, donors of land in Ingleby were the sons of Wimar, who was a tenant of
Count Alan in 1086, and subsequently acquired more holdings. Wimar as steward attests charters
of Count Alan and Count Stephen. He was dead by 1130 and his lands were divided between
Roger and Warner, the first of whom was steward under Count Stephen but not under Earl
Alan (EYC, V, 18-24). Warner son of Wimar attests without title but in later charters he too is
described as steward (ibid., nos 129, 134, 174). Clay suggests that Roger son of Wimar was
succeeded as steward by his son, Ralph, who was steward under Earl Alan, and that Ralph was
in turn replaced by his uncle. For Warner’s grant sce EYC, V, no. 134 (printed from Oxford,
Bodleian Library MS Dodsworth 80, pp- 360-1, probably copied from the original). Described
as Warner son of Wimar, steward of the earl of Richmond, he granted to God and St Mary of
Wensleydale land in Ingleby of which his brother, Roget, had previously given three carucates
and to which he added two carucates. In EYC, IV, no. 18, Warner appears as *Guarnerio filio
Guihumari’ and his father as ‘Guihumario’, perhaps the source of the form of the name found
here. Ingleby is now represented by Ingleby Lodge, to the north of the river Ure and west of
Bainbridge.
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an2 If any of my barons

carucates in FOrs, granted by Hugh son of Jetneg
to the monks lands ot anything else for

ot my men should wish to grant
the love of God, 1 concede their grants freely and confirm them, saving
the service due to M and also provided that if there is a0y Joss of that

any claim, distraint shall be not be made on the said monks of
not any trouble caused for them. I grant and concede to them
my whole eydale and meadow to mow,

service of
A their men,
1 pastute throughout
| as pauch as they nee
i matesial wherever they wish in the same forest
making other things W ich they need, without any hindran
If they should find iron or lead ore 08 their Jands 1 grant them permission
to mine it for their own use. 1f, indeed, the brethren themselves of a0y of
their servants <hall find the flesh of any wild beast in my forest they M2y
cake it, with God's blessing, that is beasts that have been Killed by wolves. L
wish and concede and strictly ordet that the said brothers should hold and
possess 10 perpetuity A1l the things that 1 have grante

forest of Wensl

d and conceded to

them, well and peacefully and honourably, in wood and in plain, I lands
and in watercouts Jows and pastures, with rights of cgmss,"‘ and

es, in MER
with 2ll their free customs, with toll and team, infangantheo

these witnesses etc.

know when he was about to
Whenall the preparations
sought out the earl as

to be built he called

the said Brother Petet {0 let him
¢ he wished to be presentin persorn:
ction of the first puilding Brother Peter
to that place where the house was

Afterwards Fad Alan ordered

ir first structure becaus
for the constiw
When the earl came

| : raise the
|3 had been made
he had ordered.

the Honour of Richmond. He

and seems tO hav ward of the honout some time in the
—2). He and Brian son of Scolland granted ‘terram nostram de
the abbey and brethren of Wensleydale (ibid., no- 308, from

odsworth 80, P- 361, probably copied from the original)- Clay

¢ the witnesses include Serlo, 8 y, Roger, abbot
4 with the Richmond ared-

d several laymen as
sited the English Savigniac houses around

Jernegan Was the holde

|

it attests charters from the 1130s,
gl pr:tiud”ll?:% o 1145 (EYC,V,M
Fors’, that 15 half a carucate, 10
. Oxford, Bodleian Library MS D
| dates this to 31150, and nOtEs tha
of Byland, Johns abbot of Swineshead, a0
% This would strengthen the case for Serlo having vl

1150z see below, p. 44, note b.
ith rights of entry, that is,

|
5 b Rights of egress
lands without restriction.

.||'I i\

*» Hugh son of

freedom to enter and leave
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of his knights who had come with him, and he said to them, with a smile
We all enjoy substantial lands and possessions. Therefore let
e this house in the name of our lotd, and let each

one of us provide land and revenue in perpetual alms to maintain the part which he has

built” Some of them fell in with his suggestion easily enough, but others wete only willing to
ey built the first wooden house to serve as an

by name four o five
on his face as if he were joking,
us now help with our own hands and rais

agree to it on certain conditions. And so th
oratory in the year of our lord 1 145
When Lotd Roger de Mowbray,

begun to build a new abbey hewished to s
in those of other monks.” Therefore, with great devoutness and generosity of spirit he

granted to the same Brother Peter land, pasture and woodland from his demesne of Masham,

by a charter like this.

out foundet, heard that some monks of Savigny had
hare in their prayers and spititual benefits as he did

Charter of Roger de Mowbray®

Roger de Mowbray, to all his ministers and men of Yorkshire, French and
English, greeting. Know that I have granted and conceded to God and St
Mary of Charity and Peter the monk and his brothers in the abbey on the
tiver Ute, all the land and all the woodland as the path goes from Brigwith
as far as ‘Witeberecuade’. Moreover 1 grant them the right to fish in
‘Higlamare’ and timber and the pasture of all my woodland. And I wish
them to hold this land as far as the river Ure free and quit as land can be,

unencumbered and in alms. Witness: Roget, abbot of Byland.

ind

To all who will see these letters, Roger de Mowbray, greeting, In truth T give
evidence that before T went to Jerusalem the first time on pilgrimage, and
four years before Walter Bury held land in Mashamshite, I granted to the

Roger de Mowbray land in Masham as his father, Nigel d’Aubigny, had held it of Alan’s father,
Stephen, for the service of one knight, as far as the boundaries of Witton (¢bid., no. 18).

4 Printed from this source in Mowbray Charters, no. 174, where dated 1175 X 11 86. As Greenway
nce to Roger’s first journey suggests that a second one was being

first journey to the Holy Land was in 1147, and his second was planned
he projected second journey and Roger’s
rter confirming the grant of Brigwith.

points out, the refere

contemplated. Roger’s
ia 1175. She therefore dates this charter to between t

departure on crusade in 1186. This is therefore a cha
Walter Buher was enfeoffed with land in Masham in 1149—
subject of the confirmation, of which the original grant appears to

be the land granted by the previous charter.

50, and was dead by 1177. The
have been made ¢ 1146, may
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abbey that was then called the abbey of Ch ity and is nOW known as the
abbey of Jervauls, land which the monks hold in Brigwith, and pasture
and timbert throughout My whole wood of Mashamshire, i perperual and
free alms as MY charters, which the monks have, bear witness. 1f anyone
wishes to Oppose these charters Of PrOve them false 1 and my heirs will be
ready to (maintain and guarantce them anywhere.

Not long after this grant, Farl Alan sailed t0 his lands in Brittany* When he came to Savigny
he explained to the abbot and convent that Brother Peter and other monks who were his
companions had begun an abbey on his demesne not far from his castle at Richmond in
England. The carl immediately granted that abbey” — which had then been planned rather
than begun — t© the abbot of Savignys who accepted the house, although anwillingly and
grudgingly, and held it well and in peace, but for what length of time is not cleat Peter, 2
gealous supportet of that new foundation, waited very cagerly, day in day out, foran abbot
with a convent O artive from the monastetry of Savigny. Very often he wrote 1O his abbot,
requesting him O send anabbot and a conventto him, to live thete throughout the generations.
But the abbot of Savigny rarned over in his mind the dangers, hatdships and deprivations
suffered by his monks, who had been sent from Savigny t© yarious othet places in England
to beginand construct abbeys and who bad often begged him © bring them home again.’ In
his patlour and in the presence of many people he swore Very angtily by the virte of the
[Holy Trinity], in Whose honour the cdhurch of Savigny had been founded, that he never
wanted to send 3 convent there. He said that he would be very pleased if he could be
completely relieved of and freed from the grant of that place for good and all. He wtote back
to Brother Petes, telling him that he had acted very foolishly in that he and his companions

fmeufmn amicum et precipuum fidelem cui me totum et in Maximo periculo commisi, gui corporis
uiteque mee custos optimus extitit ... (1 fully commend this Peter to you as my friend and my
most faithful vassal. To him T committed myself completely when 1 was in the greatest danger
and he became an excellent guardian of my body and my life). A Laveille, Histoire de la Congregation
de Savigny, ¢d- Claude Auvray, 3 yols, Société Jde 17 Histoire de Normandie (Rouen and Paris,
1896-8), Ik 3234, states that Earl Alan was wounded at the Battle of Lincoln in 1 141 and
reccived treatment from Peter, but gives nO SOULCE: However, the wording of the charter SUgEEsts
a close link betwees the earl and Petet, and may be behind Abbot Philip’s remarks about Peter’s
skills in medicine (above, P 36).

¢ The abbot at the time Was Serlo; see above, Pr 9, note d.

d Given the date of 1146, itis possible that Serlo had in mind the problems encountered by the
monks of Hood/Byland. There may als@ have been 2 failed Savigniac foundation at Oakley
(Hissex) but the date cannot be established: Poulle, ‘Savigny and England’, P 164. Cerrainly the
abbot’s anwillingness O see a further Savigniac foundation in E'.nglnnd, coming as it did just
before the MErger with Citeaus, supports the rraditional view of the English congregation of
Savigny as difficult 10 control.
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had founded an abbey without asking the advice of the house of Savigny. This message was
very unwelcome tO Brother Peter and his companions and demoralized them, but they did
not cease the good work that they had begun.

Afterwards —according to SOme people in the eleventh orin the twelfth year of King
Stephen, the year in which the abbot of Fountains called Henry Murdac was consecrated
archbishop of York, that is the year of our Jord [1147} =it happened that out abbot, Roget,
went to the general chapter at Savigny. He journeyed further into Notmands, to Lord Roger
de Mowbrtay, our foundet, who was then staying there” in order to discuss several pieces of
business concerned with our house. When he heard this, Brother Peter went to our abbot, and
requested hirn to cacty 2 Jetter to the abbot of Savigny on his behalfe He also asked him to
bring back with him 2 reply to that lettet, and to suggest and indeed to appeal to the abbot of
Savigny to make known to Peter in writing what he wanted to do about the foundation of that
new abbey that he had begun. e was also to say that Petet and his companions wete willing to
comply with everything that the abbot might order. Our abbot took the lettet, crossed the sed,
and came to Savigny where, among other items of business, he brought up the matter of
Brother Peter and handed over his letter to the abbot of Savigny, who received our abbot with
great honour. The only abbots from England at that general chapter wete those of Quarr and
Neath There an announcement Was made that Pope Eugenius intended to hold a general
council at Reims but it was Aot yet certain whether it would be that year ot the following yeat”

The first day of the general chapter went by, and on the second day the abbot of
Savigny himself, in the presence of fifteen abbots of his congregation who were present at
the time, raised the question of what was best to do about the matter of Brothet Petet. This
issue was fully reheatsed in the assembly, and during the discussion different people said
different things. Howevet, in the end the abbot of Savigny, to whom Earl [Alan]* had granted
the place of Jetvaulx, was in no way willing to agree that an abbot with a convent of monks

¢ The general chapter of the congregation of Savigny is said to have been instituted by the second
abbot, Geoffrey, and the attendance of only two British abbots, apart from Roger of Byland, may be
indicative of problems with governing the English houses. Quarr, on the Tsle of Wight, wasa daughter
house of Savigny, founded in 1132. The unnamed abbot here may have been Gervase, who occurs
before 1147 and between 1143 and 1147, or his successor, William, who occurs in 1150 (HRH, T,
139, 273). Neath in South Wales, also 2 daughter house of Savigny, was founded in 1130. Abbot
Richard of Neath died in 1145, The next abbot, Ralph, occurs in August 1150 (ibid., 138).

e This is the Council of Reims of 1148, at which the merger of the orders of Savigny and Citcaux,
agreed at Citeaux in September 1147, was ratified by Pope Eugenius 111 See Jaffé, Regesta Pontificern
Romanoran, 11, 53, nO- 9235 (6418).

f Conan is an error for Alan.
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should be sent thete from Savigny. Instead it was arranged that the abbot of Savigny, if he
wished to do so, should grant that new abbey to Savigny’s youngest daughter house of
Byland. Of the congregation in England Byland was the nearest abbey to Jervaulx. And
afterwards this was done* Our abbot could not wait any longer because he wished to hurry
to Lord Roget, our founder, in order to seek his assistance against the many injuries and
Josses being inflicted on us by Robert de Daiville and William and Hugh Malebisse” in the
absence of our founder. Therefore our abbot appointed the abbot of Quarr to represent
him and to act in all things that concerned him. Then, showing all devotion and respect for
the abbot of Savigny and the whole chapter, he was given leave to depatt — though not
without great gifts —and so he went away. At length he retutned home with good fortune,
but for the time being he stayed in Normandy with Lord Roger, our founder.©

When the general chapter was overand the abbots had dispersed, the abbot of Savigny,
who was called Setlo summoned the abbot of Quart® in the presence of many of his house.
He called him out of the assembly and handed him that charter that we have concerning the
grant of the abbey of Jervaulx. He ordered him to visit that year all the daughter houses of
his congregation in England.” If he considered that a convent of monks, with an abbot,
could be maintained at Fors on the land and property there, then he was to hand over the
charter, and the place with all its property, to our abbot as his own donation and that of his
convent, and should place him in full possession of it. And if the land and property were
insufficient, then he was to keep the charter in his own possession and say to Brother Petet
that he was to look after the place well and improve it for the uses of the abbey of Savigny.
He also handed over to the abbot of Quatr other confidential letters to the same effect, that
if the place and the propetty were sufficient, then Brother Peter and his companions if they
wished should duly make profession to our abbot ot return to Savigny.

The abbot of Quatr came to England with this mandate and order, and during the
following Easter® visited our house together with Lord Matthew; monk of Savigny who had
been sent with him under his command, and who had been a colleague of the aforesaid

¢ The text here suggests that Roger de Mowbray was still in Normandy in the late summer of
1147.

4 On Serlo see above, p. 9, note d.

¢ The abbot of Quarr in 1147 was Gervase, who occurs 1143 X 47 and before 1147: HRH, I,
139, 273. He had been succeeded by William by 12 August 1150.

I A system of visitation every three years was, like the general chapter, attributed to Abbot
Geoffrey of Savigny.

£ This would have been Easter (11 April) 1148.
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Brother Peter who was now living at Jervaulx. When the visitation of our house was over, the
said Brother Petet took the abbot of Quarr and our abbot with him to Jervaulx, and there
the abbot of Quatr handed Brothe Peter the confidential letters of thelord abbot of Savigny.
He also explained vetbally that the abbot of Savigny had granted the new foundation to the
abbey of Byland, provided that an abbot with a convent of monks could be maintained
there on that land and with that propetty. And he showed him the charter making this grant,
and said that the abbot and convent of Savigny had never wanted to send a convent there,
and that this was why they had made a grant of this kind.

Brother Peter read the confidential letters that had been sent to him in the presence
of two fellow monks, Conan and Himbett, who earnestly pleaded on his behalf with Lord
Matthew, and thus in turn and for a long time they carefully discussed together the business
spoken of earlier. The advice of Lord Matthew was this: that the place with its appurtenances
and propetty, being less than sufficient for an abbot and convent, should remain with the
abbey of Savigny, for its own uses. Howevet, Brother Peter and his companions, who had
endured much there, said with one voice and will that great honour and advantage would
come to the church of Savigny as well as everlasting reward to themselves in the sight of the
Lotd God, if as a result of their labours an abbot and convent could be established there and
be continued from one generation to the next. Not would they in any way agtee that the
place should remain with the abbey of Savigny for its own uSes. When their meeting had
been concluded they all went together to the abbots in the oratory, where Brother Petet
spoke thus to the abbot of Quarr: ‘Holy father of Quart, we have discussed enough the
business on which you have come here, now and on other occasions. T wish to make it quite
clear to you now that T and my two companions, to whom this place was first and especially
given for the service of God, have developed this same place up to this time to the best of
our abilities both internally and in external matters, and have increased its propetty. For now
_blessed be the Almighty! —we have, of the gift of the eard, five carucates of land under the
plough, forty cows with their offspring, sixteen mares with their offspring, five pigs with
their offspring, three hundred and thisty sheep, hides in the tannery, and, with a litdle help,
tmore wax and oil than we need for two years. And we are certain that we will find bread and
ale, cheese and buttet, for the first year, and we believe that with such resources an abbot and
convent of monks can begin to live in this place untl it shall please God to provide more
abundantly for them. I, Brother Petet, say both for myself and for my two companions here,
that because it has pleased my abbot and the convent of Savigny that the abbot of Byland
shall obtain this place by their grant, f the same abbot promises us faithfully that he is willing
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to send an abbot with a convent of monks from his house to this place, to live here from one
generation to the next for ever in the service of Christ, s has been ordained by our superiors
and rightfully ordered by them according to the contents of the charter that has been prepared
and the letters that have been sent to us, We are prepared t0 hand over this place with all its
property, and also to make profession’

When Peter had said these things the abbot of Quart talked confidentially for a while
with our abbot and Lord Matthew. Afterwards, in the hearing of all, he said: *The holy will of
your heatts and minds, by which you strive so faithfully for the salvation of your souls and the
increase of your order, is more than clear to us. The abbot of Byland by his own mouth and
here in our presence kindly promises to do what you have requested. What is more, I promise
for myself and for my house of Quarr to you and to your house of Savigay that we will make
up the number if he does not fulfil your request as it seems he ought™ And in the presence of
them all he read out the charter of donation, which is like this.

Chatter of Serdo®

To all the sons and faithful of the holy church of God, Seto, abbot of the
monastery of Savigny, and all the convent of that place, greeting Know that
we, with the common advice and consent of ouf brothers, have granted and
conceded to God and the church of St Mary of Byland, the abbey of
Wensleydale, which is also called Jervaulx, with all its apputtenances which
they hold now and will hold in the future, free and quit as Ead Alan of
Richmond granted and conceded it to us, with his heir, Conan, and all his
barons approving and granting the same. Out condition and intention is
that the said chutch should be the daughter of Byland, subject to it as 2
daughter to a mothet, and should be obedient to it in all things according to
our ordet. With these witnesses: Henty, archbishop of York, Ailred, abbot
of Rievaulx, Thorald, abbot of Fountains, and very many of their brothers.

b The following charter is printed from this source in EYC, V, no. 371. The text suggests that the
charter was drawn up at Savigny, in the general chapter, and taken by the abbot of Quarr to
hand over to Peter and his fellow monks if he decided that the site and resources were adequate
for an abbey. However, the witnesses suggest that the charter was issucd in Tingland. Henry
Murdac became archbishop of York in December 1147; Ailred became abbot of Rievaulx shortly
before 30 November 1147. Thorald was the second suffragan abbot appointed by Henry Murdac to
govern Fountains, The first, Maurice, resigned after three months, in early 1148; Thorald, a monk of
Rievaulx, replaced him and resigned in 1150. He was stll in office in February 1150 (HRH, 1,132,
140). The charter was probably issued during Serdo’s visitation of the English houses in 1150. Serlo
witnessed a charter of Brianson of Scolland and Hugh son of Jernegan to the ‘abbey of Wensleydale’
of all their Jand in Fors. It was also witnessed by Roger, abbot of Byland, John, abbot of Swineshead
(a Savigniac house), Jernegan son of Hugh, Elias son of Mark and Bernulf his brother, Flias son of
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chapter, and with the assent of the brothers of that house, granted a certain abbey of his in
England, the abbey of Wensleydale which now goes by the name of Jervaulx, to his daughtet
house of Byland. He made this grant by chartet, which — if you allow — shall be recited in
your presence. Although for certain reasons the abbot of Byland has not been able as yet to
ordain an abbot for that place, within 2 year he will send thete an abbot with a convent.
Accordingly let the name of the abbey of Jervaulx be entered onto the roster among other
abbeys which have been founded this year. Then ouf abbot, Roget, stood up and handed
over his charter to the abbot of Savigny, who handed it to the blessed Bernard, and the

. blessed Bernard gaveittoa certain abbot who sat at his feet, who read it out. When it had

been recited the abbot of Savigny stated in full chapter that on his own behalf and that of his
brothers of Savigny he validated and welcomed the gﬁa.nt And so immediately, at the prompting
of the blessed Bernard and Abbot Serlo of Savigny, the name of the abbey of Jervaulx was
witten there among the others on the roll of Citeaux. This may be clearly seen but we have
never had anything else in wiiting concerning the abbey of Jervaulx from the chapter of
Citeaux* This was because we obtained prescription of possession of the place with its
persons and all its propetty 0n the decree of the general chapter of Savigny a long time ago,
before the order of Savigny was merged with the ordet of Citeaux.

At this point Abbot Robett of Jervaulx, ot William,” arose and telying on cettain
misunderstandings objected on his own from the sidelines, complaining that we had little in
our records to support out* claim to right of visitation ovet his house. He said that he had
often sought to inspect the charter of Abbot Setlo of Savigny concetning the grant that he
made to us. However, because his behaviour was considered unreasonable he was unable to
do this and so at length he stopped trying, having given up all hope of getting what he
wanted, But let us return to the story.

When the general chaptet of Citeaux had concluded, our abbot, Roget, humbly sought
and obtained permission to depatt, with their blessing, from both the blessed Bernard and
the abbot of Savigny. He returned home in all good fortune on the eve of All Saints [30
October].d When he had rested a little after his hard work, he ordered Lord Landric, then our
cellaret, to send the better of the two bells from the parish church of Old Byland in a cart to
Jervaulx, and Landric speedily fulfilled this order.

2 The comment that Jervaulx had no record from the general chapter concerning its status is not
surprising, as records from the chapter are not plentiful until after . 1180.

» The identity of Abbot Robert or William is not clear. There is no record of an abbot of Jervaulx
before John of Kinstan and indeed at this stage an abbey had yet to be established at Jervaulx.
<The word ‘our’ refers to Byland.

4 30 October 1149.

¢ The smaller bell from the patish church of Old Byland had already been sent to the chapel of

Scawton: see above, p. 14.
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After the Circumcision of the Lotd [1 January] our abbot proceeded to Jervaulx. He
stayed there until the Putification of the Blessed Maty [2 Febtuaty], conducting and settling
the internal and external business of the house, and he caused to be written down all those
things that wete to be provided there as necessaty for human existence* At last he ordered
Lotd Peter and his two fellow monks who lived with him that they should all come to Byland
on the first Sunday of Lent. He then left and went home. When the first Sunday of Lenthad
artived,? Lord Peter and his companions and all the other monks of our house were present
in chapter, and when all the business of the chapter had been concluded they all sat down
quietly.

Then our abbot, Roget, sighing deeply from within himself, spoke these words. ‘As
you well know it is now a very long time since I promised to fulfil that which God in his
etetnity had previously ordained. Howevet, in order that T might accomplish this better and
more effectively, I have waited until now, and I have often carefully sought from each and
every one of you your advice and your approval. Now therefore, I call on the virtue of
divine favour for our enterprise to the praise and honour of God and the benefit and
increase of the universal church and the salvation of souls, in the name of the Fathet, the
Son, and the Holy Spitit. And I ordain and appoint as abbot Lotd John of Kinstan.® As he
spoke John’s name everyone stood up and lifting him from the ground they carried him in

theit arms to the high altar, saying, You are the abbot of Jervaulx’. This Lord John was one
of those who had left Calder with Abbot Gerald and established our house. Afterwards,
when the cry of the monks had died down, they all went back into the chapter and our
abbot took Abbot John by the tight hand and placed him in the highest seat, saying, ‘T
confirm you as abbot, and to you I commit the cure of souls and the rule of the abbey of
Jervaulx, with all its property, pegsons, and possessions which it has now and may acquire, in
earthly as well as in spititual matters, just as Setlo, abbot of Savigny, gave it to us’. Then he
placed in his hands the Rule of St Benedict and a small casket with relics. Next our abbot

, called out the names of the aforesaid Peter and his two companions and nine other monks

from the convent and released them from the vow of profession that they had made to him,
and they all immediately professed to Abbot John. And the following Wednesday, that is the
cighth of the Ides of Match [8 March] in the year of our Lotd 1150, having received the

* Abbot Roger was accordingly at Jervaulx for just overa month, from 1 January to 2 February

1150.
b The first Sunday in Lent in 1150 was 5 March.
¢ For John as one of the original convent that left Furness to found Calder in 1135 see above,

p- 2.
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customary blessing after the evening vigils, Abbot John with his twelve monks left our
house for Jervaulx. On their journey they had Jesus Chrdst himself as their guide and the
Blessed Virgin Mary as theit comforter, as Abbot John often ptivately confessed to out
abbot, Roger, and —not without tears — tevealed the vision which had been shown to him.
T will pass over it here for reasons of space; latet, howevet, I wish to speals of it so that it
might be made known to those who follow us.

On the following Friday* Abbot John came with his convent to Jervaulx whete there
is now a good grange called Dale Grange with six ploughs. Lotd Acatis, first founder of the
place, and many other noble men wete there, and came out to meet him. They received him
with great respectand honour, and promised him advice and help in all things that concerned
him. After they had eaten they went away, having humbly sought to share in their prayers and
spiritual benefits. Then Abbot John appointed Lord Bdwald his prior and the aforesaid Lord
Peter his cellarer and various other officials, and they lived there together in great hardships
and lacking some essentials as well as they could for four years. In the fifth year there was
such heavy rain in those parts around the feast of St Michael [29 September]” that when they
should have been reaping and gathering into the barn, all their harvest petished and as 2
result they had no seed of their own. For this reason our abbot, Roger, at the request of
Abbot John, sent them five baskets of wheat for sowing Indeed they purchased from elsewhere
more than our abbot had atmnge& to be transported to. them; despite this they passed that
year in great need of grain and malt, No one was more distressed than the cellarer. And while
they lived in this way, seeing the barrenness of the ground and of that region, and especially
how the grain could not ripen and grow there on account of the rain and the inclement
weather, they often talked together of returning to the mother house. The only thing that
stopped them was the criticism of men who would be able to sa, “These monks could begin
to build but could not finish’.

When our abbot, Roger, came to visit, as was the custom,’ he found Abbot John and
his convent greatly demoralized for the reason | have rehearsed. For that yeat they had spent
all the money that they had from the sale of their wool and their animals — and mote —on
grain. Therefore our abbot, wishing to relieve their distress as much as possible, sent them
again five baskets of grain and ten of malt to sustain them in preparation for the autumn. In
addition with the approval of our convent he gave them ten bovates of land in Ellington®

2 Friday 10 March 1150.
» Michaelmas of the fifth year of the occupation of Fors would have been 29 September 1154.
¢ Abbot Philip is here referring to the Cistercian practice of annual visitation of daughter houses
by the father abbot.

¢ High and Low Ellington are in the parish of Masham.
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which Brothet Setlo, our conversus, gave us when he entered out house, with ten oxen and ten
cows there, and six mates with their foals in the same pastute. The wotding of the chartet of

our abbot is as follows.*

To the archbishop of York and to all the sons of holy mother church,
Roget, abbot of Byland, greeting You should know that I have gtanted
and conceded to the abbey of Jervaulx ten bovates of land in Ellington
which Setlo the cook first granted us with the permission of Roger de
Mowbtay, foundet of out abbey of Byland, freely, in perpetual alms.
Farewell

When this grant had been made our abbot ordered and advised Abbot John that he
should without delay send one of his monks to make known their plight to Lord [Conan]®
the earl who was then overseas. If Conan proved to be unwilling to help, then our abbot
wished everyone to retutn o out mothet house until a2 more propitious time might present
itself, Howevet Lord Petet the cellaret, who always trusted fully in the help of God, was
completely againsta retutn to Byland. He wished, if the abbotwould allow i, to setout inall
haste to Brittany, to Eatl [Conan], and advise him of their hardship and distress; and this he
did. When he arrived there he related to the eatl, with tears, the difficulties of his abbot and
convent. He was sO successful that the eatl wrote to Abbot John ordering him not to teturn
from Jetvaulx, and promised him full assistance when next he came to Richmond. With this

1 promise Lord Peter left the earl and went t0 Savigny, and there he remained with his formet

\ colleagues for fifteen days and more. There the lord abbot gave him more telics for the new

abbey that he had begun, and solemnly receiving permission he retarned home with the earl’s

letters. However, because Farl [Conan] further delayed returning to England, and Abbot

John did not have the means to maintain his convent for the whole year, he sent five of his
monks to our house and three t Furness to board there.

Meanwhile, almost two years passed; and at last Earl [Conan] came t0 Richmond.

Within a short space of time he gatheted together 2 pack of hounds and crossed over to

Dale to go hunting with his barons and knights. There he remained for six consecutive days,

and never, anywhere, has there been such abundance of deer and hinds taken atwill through

carldom of Richmond, while the dukedom of Brittany went t0 Bertha’s second husband. In
September 1156 Conan put his stepfather to flight and succeeded to the dukedom. He died in

1171 (CP, X, 791~4; EYG, TV, 92-3).

€ Lalmost two years passed’ places Conan’s return to Richmond in late 1156. Alan is here again an

error for Conan.
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there was then. But he was very angry
d certain others because of the great
men and beasts. And so he
ere he stayed and ate and

the drawing of 2 bow and the hunting of dogs than

with Scolland his steward and Roald his constable® an
numbet of wolves living thete, which did much harm to both

ceturned from Dale by way of that newly constructed abbey, wh

drank a little.
Afterwards Abbot John led him to his private rooms and explained to him the serdous

hatdships thathe and his convent suffered thete, asking his help and assistance because if he
could not help they could no longet temain in such barren tesitory but would be forced to
withdraw completely. Eal [Conan] sympathised and told him that he would speak with his
steward and others concetning theit citrcumstances and complaint, and he would do and act
according to their advice. And the ear] went away well pleased with that initiative, and took

with him Lotd Peter the cellarer, Peter remained at a1l times with his court until Bar) [Conan]®

had drawn up for him that great charter concetning the lands which had been granted o

them by Lord Acatis and others of his knights and men. He gave them as his own gift

leydale, wood and minerals and many othet things as is contained
of Earl Alan, although it is written above

extensive pasture in Wens
in the charter written aboves This was the last gift
Eatl Conan succeeded him, who

at the beginning [of this account]. On his death his son
much loved the abbey of Jervaulx. Conan saw that the place was unsuitable and inadequate
fot the building of an abbey. He therefore granted tO Abbot John and his convent 2 large
and uncultivated land in the region of East Witton, and extensive pasture in

tract of waste
er assets and easements, a8 appears in his chatter, a8

severalty® in Wensleydale, with many oth

follows.”
To the archbishop of Yotk and all the sons of holy mothet church, Conan,
duke of Brittany and eatl of Richmond, greeting, You should know that 1
have granted and conceded in pure and petpetual alms, to God and St
» Séolland attested charters of Barl Alan as steward (see EYG, IV, nos 15, 16, 18, 19), but he
be steward by January 1146 (ibid., no. 27). He had two sons, Brian and
1093 X 7 he may have been dead by 1156. The
that Philip may have been conflating

seems to have ceased to
Elias (ibid., 201-2). As Scolland attests as early as

mention of Barl Alan and Scolland together here suggests

two events.
b On Roald the constable (Roald son of Harscod)
d Alan ¢, 1140 and under Eatl Conan

by Abbey (Burton, Monastic Order in Yorkshire, P

see EYC, V, 89, 355. He was constable under

Count Stephen & 1130, Ea 1154 X 8 (see thid., nos 28, 178).

He was the founder of Eas p. 88-9) and was dead
by September 1158. -

< Alan is again an ecrof for Conan.

4 For Alan’s charters see above, pp- 36-8.

¢ Pasture or land held in severalty was held byanin
f The charter is printed in EYC, IV, no. 29, where it is dated after Septem
Conan’s use of the ducal title, and because it dates from a
grant of the second site of the abbey at Jervaulx on the river Ute, to the east of Hast Witton.

dividual, as opposed to being held in common.
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Mary and the monks of Jervaulx all the land in the region of East Witton,
in woodland and in plain, and in all other appurtenances, which is beyond
Holbeck as fat as the boundaties between Witton and Mashamshire, that
is, as Holbeck £alls from the moor into Napwith, and as I and my men have
pemmbulated the boundaries between Laybeck, as Laybeck flows into the
Use below “Thurshou’ and from there to the place where Whit Beck falls
into the Ute and divides between Witton and Ellington, and from there as
far as the soutce of Whit Beck and then as far as ‘Sraybayttwherth’ and
from there as far as ‘Suneshul’ and to Makeresgath’, and from there as the
boundaries continue towards Masham. I also grant and concede pasture in
each moor, and in the woodland and plain that belongs to Witton, and
timber and wood fot their houses and for all their needs. Moteovet, 1
concede and confirm to the said abbey and the monks serving God there
all the grants and concessions of my father, Batl Alan, with all liberties and
casements through the entire fotest of Wensleydale, and I forbid anyone
to take animals to pasture i the said forest to the injury of my monks.
Moreover I have granted and conceded to them licence to make vaccaries
in my forest of Wensleydale. L also concede and confirm to the said monks
A1l the land that they have of the gift of Acatis son of Bardolf in Worton
and Fors, with all things belonging to the land. I concede and confirm to
the same monks the entire vill of Ingleby, with all its liberties and
appurtenances as given by [Roger] son of Wimnar and Warner his brothet,”
and of the grant of Brian son of Scolland and Hugh son of Jernegan®one
and a half carucates of landin Fors, with all their appurtenances. 1 wish my
alms, and those of my father, to be pure, free and quit of all service, for the
salvation of my soul and of all my ancestors, SO that T and my heirs will
whrranty all these my grants and confirmations aforesaid to the said monks
against all men in perpetuity. The witnesses of my grantand confirmation
are Ralph son of Ribald, Henry son of Acaris, etc’

* For the grant of Roger (here incorrectly ‘Hugh) and Warner sons of Wimar, of five carucates

in Ingleby, see EYG, V, no. 134.
» For the grant of Brian son of Scolland and Hugh son of Jernegan, of land in Fors, see ibid., no.

308.
¢ The final witness may be Hervey son of Acaris, son of the founder of Fors. Hervey had 2

brother named Harscul (ibid., no. 378) but no son of Acaris named Henry is recorded.
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Another charter®

Conan, duke of Brittany and ear of Richmond, to all his men French and
English, greeting: My father Alan, [count] of Brittany and eatl of Richmond,
granted and conceded to the monks of Savigny common of his pastures
throughout the entire forest of Wensleydale, and the tight to mow meadow
a5 much as they need, and matetial for their houses and other needs whereves
they wish in the said forest without hindrance of interference. I therefore,
declining in this life and wishing to provide for the salvation of my soul,
have givenand conceded in perpetuity for myself and my heirs to God and
St Mary and the abbey of Jervaulx of the Cistercian order, which founded
in honout of our Lotd Jesus Christ, and to my monks serving God there
and praying for me, all that part and pasture to the north of the Ureheldin
severalty, high and low, below ground and above ground, retaining nothing
there at all for myself or my heirs, except for wild beasts and custody of
the forest, so that they may do there as they wish in all mattets, as their will
is. Moreovet they are to take A1l their estovers and other necessities in all
their places which they have or may acquire, without objection, hindrance
or interfetence by anyone, tO the south of the Ure, high and low, below
ground and above ground, with the whole pasture for all kinds of animals
which they have ot may acquite in the future. 1 will retain nothing there for
myself or my heis except for wild animals and jurisdiction of the forest. 1
have also granted and conceded to my said monks in perpetuity pastute
through the whole of my new forest near Richmond for all the flocks
which they may have, without objection on my part of those of my heirs.
And T order that they are tO have mastiffs to keep in check the wolves in
their pastures. Moteover I wish and concede for myself and my heirs in
perpetuity that the said monks may frecly and without objection enter my
fee wherever they wish to receive lands and to acquite and buy possessions.
And if any of my barons of men shall wish to give the said monks lands,
possessions of anything else for the love of God, I freely concede and

s Printed in EYC, 1V, no. 67. The charter indicates that Conan had assumed the role of founder
and patron of Jervaulx. The first witness is Conan’s wife, Margaret, sister of King Malcolm IV
of Scotland whom he married in 1160 (CP, X, 793). The second, Alan the constable, is Alan son
of Roald, restored to the office of constable by 22 September 1158 (EYC, V, 90). The charter
was accordingly granted not in 1156, as suggested by the text, but between 1160 and 1171
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confirm their grants in free alms, to have and obtain, saving my service.
They are not to be harmed, nor their flocks taken nor distrained nor
interfered with, for default of service by anyone else, or on anyone else’s
order. They are to live well and in peace, praying incessantly for me. Moreover
1 grant my body to the abbey for burial wherever 1 shall die in England. I
and my heirs will watrranty and defend all the above with all theit
appurtenances and easements on behalf of the said monks against all men
in perpetuity. Witnesses: Countess Margaret, Alan the constable.

Afterwards, that is in the year of our Lotd 1156, Barl Conan caused Abbot John and the

convent to transfer from Fors with all their moveable goods to the said place in the region of
Fast Witton, with the permission of the genetal chapter and the good will of Hervey son of

Acaris.

Letter of permission from the general chapter

To the most beloved father and lotd Roger, by the grace of God archbishop
of Yotk and to the abbot of Fountains, and to all the reverend abbots of
the Cistercian ordet, Brother Lambert] of Citeaux® and all the abbots of
the Cistercian order meeting in chapter, perpetual greeting in the Lord.
First, we offer many thanks to out lotd archbishop of York, because, as we
have heard, he has offered grace and protection to the brethren of our
order with the greatest fatherly care. Because, indeed, it is necessaty for us

» The archbishop of York to whom this is addressed is Roger de Pont L’Evéque (1154-81). The
ay be an allusion to his 1155 confirmation

‘grace and protection’ re ferred to in this confirmation ma
for Byland: see above pp. 334,

b The name of the abbot of Citeaux is here given as ‘Lucas’ but this is an error, perhaps arising
al letter or of an abbreviated form of the name Lambert.

d resigned in 1161: GC, TV, 986-7.

from an incorrect extension of an initi
Lambert succeeded Gosuin in 1155 an
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that the favour that has been begun might be pteserved, we seck his prayers

for our brothers and especially for our fellow abbot of Jervaulx, who has

greatly praised his kindness among us. We wish to make it known to you
that all the abbots aforesaid together grant permission for the abbot to

move his house and transfer itinto the region of East Witton on the rivet

Ure, within the boundaries as they appear to him. We establish and by this

present writing confirm that no-one should henceforth presume to overturn

what has been ordained by us.
Grant by Lord Hervey son of Acatis®

all the sons of holy mother church,

To the atchbishop of York and to
1 am aware that the monks of

Hervey son of Acatis, greeting, Because

Jervaulx are unwilling to maintain their abbey on my fee at Fors on account

of the poverty and batrenncss of the place and the inclement weather, T

consent, with good will and love, that they should transfer their abbey

from Fors into the demesne Jand of my lord, Earl Conan of Richmond, at

Fast Witton, saving to them all their lands and tenements which they hold
frecly and in peace, that is, one and a half

of me, wherever they may be,
carucates of land in Fors and three carucates of land in Worton to construct

a grange there, with all things that belong to the said land, in free, pure and
perpetual alms, in wood and plain, in watercourses, fields and pastures,
high and low, below ground and above ground. I keep nothing for myself
or my heirs from any of this, so that T and my heirs shall warrant, acquit

and defend all the aforesaid to the monks, as has been said, against all men
in perpetuity. And g and those who are to come

all men who are now livin,
should know that the barony of Witton begins downstream at the water
of Ute, stretching as far 2s ‘Staynlupan:

egil’ and on the western side of
Thornton Rust as far as the centre of the hill of Addlebrough, and from
v

£ the abbey at Fors, wh

the son of the foundero
d by its ruins. The former site of

to the site now occupie
the place names in thi

o was now patron of the
the abbey was

s charter see EPNS Norh Riding, Pp- 2 262-9.
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there to Greenber and across Green Scar and as the spring falls below into
Keld Bottom, and as the small stream flows and runs into Blean Beck and
as the water of Blean Beck runs into Sermer Watet, and again along the
Bain into the Ure. The witnesses of this matter are Hervey the ptiest,
Walter the cletk of St Rainald.

In his other confirmation not all this is specified. However it says there, T concede and
confirm the transfer of the said abbey on this condition, that I shall lose nothing from the
advowson in respect of the alms granted by my father and by me. I shall share in the prayets
and good deeds that are performed in the church of Jervaulx in perpetuity, and the monks
will take away with them and reverently keep together the bones of my father and mother™
Witnesses as above.

When the said Abbot John and his convent had transferred from Fors to the region
of East Witton they began to lay the foundations of and to build a great church, which is in
the process of construction. In that place charity and brotherly love and the pursuit of holy
religion forever grow and increase to the praise and honour of God and the salvation of
many souls. Earl Conan was succeeded by his daughtet, the most noble lady called Constance,”
whom our king’s son —whose name 1do not know —martied. Like her ancestors this Constance
bestowed many goods on the abbey of Jervaulx, but we do not have any written proof ot
title among out transcripts, as We have of the grants of her ancestors and many others.

When Abbot Setlo of Savigny depatted this life Abbot William succeeded him.* William
duly confirmed the grant that his predecessot made to out house concerning the abbey of
Jervaulx, as follows.

malke lodges by view of the steward of the earl of Richmond for their vaccaries on the edges of
the forest™ Mon. Ang., V, 576, no. XXL

¢ Abbot Serlo of Savigny resigned in 1153 nd died in 1158 (see above, p. 9, note d). He was
succeeded by William, and this source (and the charter of Abbot Richard following) arc the only
references provid::d in GC, X1, 546. William’s date of death is given there as March 1154; see
above, p. 28, note b. The catalogue of the Byland cartulary (BL MS Egerton 2823) made by
Peter le Neve in 1702 indicates that charters of the abbots of Savigny wete included in the
cartulary at fol. 227v (now a lost portion of the cartulary). “Carte diverse abbatum monasteti)
Savinay in Francia per quas subiecerunt abbatiam de Wandelesdale vocat(am) Torvall monasterio
Byland sicut comes Alanus de Richmond dedit et heres cius Alanus [sic, for Conanus] confirmauit.
fol. 227b’.
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Confirmation of Abbot William of Savigny

urch] of God, William, called
You should know that we
f Byland our

To all the sons and faithful of the holy [ch
Jbbot of the monastery of Savigny, greeting
have conceded and by this charter confirm to the church 0
abbey of Wensleydale which is also called Jervaulx, with all the appurtenances
which it has or may have, with this condition and consideration, that the
church of Jervaulx shall be subject to the aforesaid church of Byland asa

daughter to a mothet, and obey it in all things according to our ordet, as is

contained in the charter of out predecessor of holy memory, Abbot Setlo
of Savigny, which it has concerning the grant of Jervaulx.

To all the sons of theholy chutch of God, Richard, called abbot of Savigny;
greeting in the Lord. You should know that we have inspected certain
charters of our predecessots of blessed memory, Lord Setlo and Lord
William, abbots of Savigny, concerning our abbey of Wensleydale that is
also called Jervaulx, which they gave and conceded to the beloved sons of
out church of Byland in perpetuity, with all the appurtenances thar it has
or may have. These we confirm, ratify and approve with this condition and
consideration, that the church of Jervaulx shall be subject to the church of

Byland as a daughter to 2 mothet and, according to our ordet, obey itinall

things as is more fully contained in the charters of our predecessors. Farewell.

When Lord John, first abbot of Jervaulx, and his twelve monks set out from our house for
Jervaulx,” they rested the first night of their journey in a certain vill - I have often heard the
name but it has now slipped from my memOLy. There the following vision came to Abbot

John while he was asleep. It seemed to him that he was in our house of Byland and that our

9962), 106 (no. 9991)). A charter of Hugh, archbishop of Rouen, dated 1153, was addressed to
Abbot Richard of Savigny (CDF, no. 811). In 1157 Henry 11 confirmed to Richard all the lands
held by the abbey (ibid., no. 824). GC, X1, 546 notes that Richard succeeded William who died in

1in 1158. He was succeeded by Alexander of Cologne, abbot of

March 1154 and that he resignec
Grandselve. Dugdale printed this charter both from the Historia (Mon. Ang., V, 573) and from an

original in St Mary’s Tower, York (ibid., N, 5T6).

b The remainder of the narrative is taken up by a story of
under John of Kinstan in March 1150 was miraculously
prominent role assigned to the Blessed Virgin Mary reflects Cistercia
whom all Cistercian houses were dedicated. For comment see above, pp- XX

how the convent sent out from Byland
led to the site for their monastery. The
n devotion to the Virgin, to
Xiv—Xxxxvi.
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: abbot, Roget, had ordered him to set out with many of our monks for 2 far-off region, to
take up the monastic way of life* As he went out through the cloister he saw there, in the
. centre of the cloistet, a most noble woman, clothed and adorned, and her beauty was greater
" than all human beauty. By her left hand she held a most lovely boy whose face was like the

. light of the moon. The boy took a very fait branch from a small tree that stood in the centre

of the cloister, and so they depatted and vanished from his sight. The abbot went on to the

gate, and there found his colleagues ready, and they left.

As they journeyed along together Abbot John said to his colleagues, Do you know
well the way to the place to which we are going?’. They answered, ‘No’. He said to them, 1
thought you knew it, and look, we have now entered a very dense and thick wood, and if we
get lost who is going to Jead us out?”’. One of them replied, Let us go forward courageously,
because we cannot go far wrong, I hope’. And when they had gone a litde further it seemed
to the abbot as if they were all firmly trapped among the thorns, brambles and great rocks.
Thete appeated to be no track not path to go forward; nor could they find any way of going
back.

While they stood like this fora long time, at a loss about what to do, they despaired of
their lives, and each one with great distress of heart appealed to and challenged the other to
help. But no one could move from the place in which he stood, or offer assistance. Then
Abbot John said, “We must think carefully about what to do, but in the meantime let us say
the canonical hours and out gospel lections’. They did this and when they had finished
speaking suddenly, as if she had followed them, came that beautiful woman with het son
whom Abbot John had seen in the cloister. He said to het, ‘O beautiful lady, young and
delicate, what ate you doing in this wilderness with yout son, and where ate you going?’. She
replied to him, Tam often in desert places. T have just come from Rievaulx and from Byland,
where I have been speaking with those abbots and with some of their monks. I am a very
special friend to them, 4 member of their households and much loved. And now Tam going
to a new monastery so that my special abbot and his monks may be a little cheered by my
arrival there”™ Then said Abbot John, ‘Since you ate one alone, how is it that one friend is not
sufficient for you although you may have many and some distance between them?.* She

replied, “Truly I have one friend who has chosen me for himself, and I am nevet parted from

him in body or will. I strive to seek other friends for myself who may faithfully love me after

s The meaning of the Latin phrase ‘quasi ad ordines recipiendos’ is not clear; ‘ordo’ has a variety
of meanings, including clerical orders. Here 1 have taken it to represent the taking up of the
monastic way of life at Jervaulx.

b-b The Latin here (Tu unat ... distantes) is unclear.
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ove after me, since our love, which is always very great,

;»; Bbot John replied to her, ‘Good lady, 1 humbly entreat you to lead me and my
L of this confined and unknown place in which we are wandering about and
. road that leads to that city where these monks ought —with God’s help —to be
This 1 seek for the love of your friends who are at Byland, of which we are all
ln she said, “You say truly that you are of Byland, but you are bound as a part to
asalimb to the head. You were until recently monks of Byland but now you are
- Tervauls” And when she mentioned the name of Jervaulx the abbot was amazed
“Good lady, tell us the way to Jervaulx for that is where we are going’. Then she
her son and said, ‘Most deat son, for that love by which you have always loved me,
e guide of this our convent — they are greatly dismayed by this obstacle. For 1 am
1 clsewhere and T must hurry there? And when she had said this she departed.
fhe boy held out the branch that he had in this hand and that he had plucked from
r at Byland, and said with a clear voice and pleasant countenance, 1 am going
Follow me courageously” And as he went forth they followed him along hard and
ppaths, but they were not hatmed. For small white birds without number, like Sparrows,
ce that cannot be imagined, alighted on the branch thathe catried in his hand, and
thiey sang repeatedly the entire hymn, Bless the Lotd all the works of the Lotd".* This
. restored them that they expetienced nO hardship on their journey:
‘At last they came to a very dreadful and ancultivated place? The boy entered as far as
e centre and there he drove the said branch into the ground and planted it. And they all
as he said, ‘Here after a short space of tme God will be worshipped and will dwell'.
a edinjusta moment, the branch grew into a very beautiful tree complctely full
hite birds. ‘Rest beneath this tree, and the path that leads from here will become clear
ough to you. With these wotds the boy disappeared. Not ;mmediately but a short time
afterwards Abbot John awoke and carefully turned ‘all these things over in his mind. He
: ='-.'r_=;g elled at thern greatly and was much comforted by this vision, but he was unable to sleep
any more that night. This was because he understood from the boy's words that they would
n % remain long at Fors.
Barly in the morning Abbot John arose and when he and his monks had said their

' Ef?}'t:rs they set out while the moon and stars were still chining. And as they journeyed

{
...
B,

Iy,

_-'.'- i:_'_?fnmﬁnl’e Onmia Operais the Latin canticle detived from Daniel 3.57-90. It formed part of the
,%_.fhtc of Lauds for Sundays and feast days.

‘l-m'!f: ‘very dreadful and uncultivated placc’ is the site of jcrv:uﬂx to which the monks were to
Stove in 1156, Thisis yariation on a phrase commonly foundin Cistercian narratives to describe

e & Cistercian site. See Introduction, p. XXXIV.




