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Introduction 
This essay is a critical review focused on Scotland and on tourism and leisure aimed at the international tourism market. 
The United Kingdom has a tourism website called VisitBritain where there is information on Britain as whole and also about the 4 countries within it. On their website you can look specifically into either Wales, England, Scotland or Ireland which then gives you further information in much finer detail. Suggestions of places to eat, places to stay and attractions to visit are a few examples of what VisitBritain has to offer.
At this moment in time, there is currently a global pandemic due to Covid-19 meaning that the tourism industry has suffered and Covid-19 almost triggered a complete shutdown in international tourism from/to the UK. As rules and restrictions are lifting throughout the UK, tourism is now seen to finally be increasing. (Statista 2020) Some countries are still on lockdown which means that holidaymakers are restricted to visiting certain places. On the other hand, this mean that more people are going on a “staycation” which is essentially going on holiday within the UK. “As of May 21 2020, about one third of respondents in the UK planned to spend their annual leave on holidays in the UK if travel abroad was still difficult due to lockdown restrictions. Over a quarter of respondents expected to spend more time at home.” (statista 2020)
General Overview of Tourism in Scotland
Each year Scotland has around 15 million tourists and around 3.5 million of them are from overseas. One in every twelve jobs in Scotland is within the tourism industry and in the rural communities it makes a huge contribution to employment and economic activities. Edinburgh is the capital of Scotland and it is currently the most popular tourist destination with around a total of 3.65 million visitors annually. (Scottish enterprise). Due to the current pandemic, just like any other country, Scotlands tourism industry is suffering. BBC News reported in July 2020 that nearly 900,000 people were furloughed this year. (BBC 2020). 
Scotland’s Key Locations, Destinations & Attractions
Scotland is filled with many different key locations and destinations which are the main attractions for tourists. A few examples of these would be Edinburgh, Glasgow and Inverness. Scotland is very popular for certain attractions and one of the main ones is Edinburgh castle. Statistics show that it was recorded between 2010-2019, it had hit 2.2 million visitors (statista 2020). Another 2 very popular castles in Scotland would be the Stirling Castle which is based in Stirling and the Urquhart castle which is based in Inverness. Last of all, the Loch Ness attraction is a large lake not far from Inverness which attracts over 2 million people each year and generates around £41 million for the local economy. The reason why it is so popular is because there is a “Loch Ness Monster” who lives in the lake. Statistics show, that on google there are over 200,000 searches for it every month (telegraph 2019). 
Number & Type of Visitors Generated
In 2016, it was recorded that there were 11.5 million visitors in Scotland that year which had decreased by 11% within 10 years. Overseas and domestic tourists totalled 14.3 million in 2016 which then was down by 9% within again, 10 years (gov.scot). Unfortunately, this shows that tourism in Scotland is decreasing and the current coronavirus pandemic isn’t going to improve it. Most parts of Scotland are very historical with the castles and monuments so demographic research show that there are a lot of older/elderly couples who visit. Below the older couples are then younger couples who are then followed by families. (Jamerson 2019).
Major Stakeholders
An online report shows that a meeting was held with several different stakeholders about a future project to increase the energy knowledge in rural communities. The aim of this project is to help the community have more resilient and energy infrastructure which will be capable of handling climate change related risks. Some examples of the stakeholders who are a part of this project are Scottish Water, Local Energy Scotland, the Scottish Government, Highlands and Islands Enterprise and lastly International Resources and Recycling Institute (recentnpa 2018). 
Core Industry Functions/Operations
A statement from VisitScotland website says “Our core purpose is to deliver sustainable and inclusive economic growth throughout Scotland. Our vision is to be a leading National Tourism Organisation which makes a significant contribution to Scotland’s economy and people the length and breadth of the country through our activities domestically and internationally. In delivering this vision we will ensure our activities are aligned to the two key pillars of Scotland’s Economic Strategy, namely increasing competitiveness and tackling inequality”. They state that they have 5 strategies which will help them deliver their purpose and vision (visitscotland). 
Main Impacts/Issues
There are many main impacts and issues surrounding tourism in Scotland and currently the main one is the pandemic, Coronavirus. In March 2020 the world came to a stop and everything closed for several months and majority of employees were furloughed. The tourism industry was effected like no other as boarders were closing and all flights cancelled. As Edinburgh is the capital of Scotland, it is the city which brings in the most tourists whether they are inbound or domestic. Flights being cancelled meant that tourism had to rely on the domestic tourists to continue to visit cites and to continue generating money in the economy. The restrictions such as social distancing and the 2 metres apart rule mean that people are a lot more hesitant to go out and even go on holidays. A report from BBC News states that The Fraser of Allander Institute said “The country was now in its deepest recession in living memory”. 
Another impact on Scotland’s tourism industry would be the migrants and migration. An online report states some impacts of migration on the labour market in Scotland. “Migrants tend to be young and economically active. In general, they arrive with qualifications, so have the potential to complement the stock of human capital in the host country. However, qualifications are often not fully recognised or utilised in host countries and some migrants with higher level qualifications are working in jobs of low skill and minimum wage rates”. There are various mixed opinions on migrants in Scotland as some people think that they are a benefit to the economy and others disagree. From mid-2001 to mid 2017 it was recorded that there were over 21,000 migrants each year in Scotland (gov.scots). 
Conclusion 
Scotland’s future in the tourism industry is yet to increase as it is just being held back by the pandemic. Once it is all over then international tourists will be able to visit Scotland again and continue to generate money in the economy. An online article shows the vision for tourism within the next 10 years. The Scottish government have integrated with several other companies to create an outlook for the country by 2030. It was launched on 4th March 2020 and there are over 2500 tourism leaders and stakeholders from the tourism industry which have contributed to the development of this plan. A statement from the project manager says “This strategy is reflective of the changing world we live in, our new mind-set and approach to how we live and work and represents the beginning of a bold new approach putting our communities, our people, our visitors, our businesses and our environment at the heart of everything we do” (Christie 2020). 
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