Policy pitch task – Left and Right realism
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1. Youth Gang Violence in Urban Areas
Cardiff city has seen a rise in youth gang activity, with incidents of violence, vandalism, and intimidation in certain neighbourhoods. Local residents are concerned about safety, and the police are under pressure to respond.

2. Shoplifting in Morfa retail park
Morfa retail park reports a significant increase in shoplifting, particularly by repeat offenders. Store owners claim losses are affecting their businesses, while some community groups argue that poverty and lack of opportunity are driving the thefts.

3. Anti-Social Behaviour in Neath town centre
Reports of anti-social behaviour—such as public drinking, graffiti, and harassment—have increased in Neath town centre. Local authorities are considering new measures to tackle the problem, but there is debate about the best approach.

4. Drug Dealing in Residential Neighbourhoods
Residents in Mumbles have complained about open drug dealing and associated crime. Some call for tougher policing, while others argue for more investment in social services and youth outreach.

You have been assigned a crime issue and a perspective on which to approach this issue.
Task Instructions:
Step 1: Research and discuss your assigned perspective (right or left realism). Identify its key beliefs about the causes of crime and preferred solutions.
Step 2: Analyse your crime scenario through your assigned lens. What would your perspective say about why this crime occurs?
Step 3: Develop a policy proposal to address the crime, based on your assigned perspective’s principles.
Step 4: Prepare a short “policy pitch” (3 minutes) to present to the class. The pitch should:
· Summarise your perspective’s explanation of the crime
· Outline your proposed solution(s)
· Justify why your approach would be effective
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