Describe, with evidence from the text, one or two strategies which Cicero uses in the portrayal of Caelius in Cicero’s Pro Caelio. Then, from the point of view of a prosecutor, outline what arguments you would use as counters.

Cicero uses a number of strategies in his portrayal of Clodia in the Pro Caelio, the two that will be focused on in this essay are Cicero’s accusations that Clodia is an “imperatrix” and is taking too much power as a woman, and use of accusation of Clodia’s sexual immorality.
One of the main ways that Cicero attacks Clodia is through accusations (both direct and thinly veiled) of sexual immorality.
Cicero claims that he “shall be able to defend Marcus Caelius' private life before even the strictest judges”[footnoteRef:1] but in regards to Clodia “if you intend to justify your actions, your assertions, your charges, your intrigues, your allegations, then you must give a full account and explanation of this familiarity, this intimacy, this entire relationship.”[footnoteRef:2]. This is obviously invoking the Roman cultural place of women, but also it makes use of earlier assertions that Cicero has made. Earlier in the text Cicero goes to some lengths to actually defend Caelius’ actions in his personal life, particularly in paragraph 10, “the charge that Caelius was a friend of Catiline”[footnoteRef:3]. Cicero now links his defence of Caelius to the Clodia, implying that what she has done is dramatically worse than anything that Caelius has done, and in doing so is preparing the Jury to accept his arguments against her.
To attack her, Cicero accuses her of spending time in Baiae for immoral reasons. In particular he says that she doesn’t hide her immorality, but instead “openly revels in the most disgusting practices amid crowds of onlookers and in the broadest light of day!”[footnoteRef:4]. Skinner (1983) says that “he links luxurious gardens and visits to Baiae with shameless debauchery”[footnoteRef:5], which well sums up the strategy of Cicero in this regard. His overall strategy is to depict “Clodia’s activities as a hostess into proof of open prostitution”[footnoteRef:6], a strategy that is made to nullify what power she has as a Roman matrona. While her actions would likely not be atypical of a person of such status and position, Cicero twists it against her.
Cicero claims that her reasons for interacting with him were: “You happened to notice a boy who lives nearby. You were attracted by his fair complexion, his tall figure, his face, his eyes. You wanted to see him more often.”[footnoteRef:7]. He then claims that she “sometimes spent some time with him in the same pleasure-gardens.”[footnoteRef:8] This implies that Clodia’s reasons for assisting Caelius were not of good or just reasons, but came from immoral sexual desire for Caelius. Cicero is also careful to make out Caelius as a mostly innocent young man who has made a number of mistakes, best shown when Cicero says that he is “confident, gentlemen, that I shall be able to defend Marcus Caelius' private life before even the strictest judges.”[footnoteRef:9], but that the same could not be said for Clodia, who he then accuses of a number of immoralities. [1:  Berry, D. Defence Speeches (OUP, 2008; 2017 online): Pro Caelio Translation]  [2:  Berry, D. Defence Speeches (OUP, 2008; 2017 online): Pro Caelio Translation]  [3:  Berry, D. Defence Speeches (OUP, 2008; 2017 online): Pro Caelio Translation]  [4:  Berry, D. Defence Speeches (OUP, 2008; 2017 online): Pro Caelio Translation]  [5:  Skinner, Marilyn B.  “Clodia Metelli.”, 1983]  [6:  Skinner, Marilyn B.  “Clodia Metelli.”, 1983]  [7:  Berry, D. Defence Speeches (OUP, 2008; 2017 online): Pro Caelio Translation]  [8:  Berry, D. Defence Speeches (OUP, 2008; 2017 online): Pro Caelio Translation]  [9:  Berry, D. Defence Speeches (OUP, 2008; 2017 online): Pro Caelio Translation] 

The prosecutors would have had to defend against these accusations if they wished to continue using Clodia’s testimony, as such it can be speculated what their response could have been.
One possible response to Cicero’s attacks on Clodia’s sexual habits and perceived immorality is that few of the actions that Cicero actually accuses Clodia of are directly Immoral, and simply rely on context to imply that the actions she took were immoral. One such action would be her time spent in Baiae. It would not be totally unusual for an upper class Roman to go to Baiae, as T. A. Dorey notes, Cicero himself had been there[footnoteRef:10], as such a viable defence would be (if this was known) to point out that Cicero had been to such places, and that as such surely he would not be willing to accuse himself of such immorality.
In regards to the Accusation of immoral desire for Caelius, several points could be made, but they would likely focus on the fact that there is not real reason  [10:  Dorey, T. A. “Cicero, Clodia, and the ‘Pro Caelio.’”, 1958] 

Another method that Cicero uses to attack Clodia is accusing her of manipulation, particularly of Caelius, as Skinner says, “Sets her up as the imperatrix of a troop of languid dinner-party habitues”.[footnoteRef:11]
Cicero makes an attack on her aiming at her relationship with Caelius, saying: “What do you think you are doing with Caelius, with a man much younger than yourself, with someone from outside your own family? Why have you been either such a friend to him that you lent him gold or such an enemy that you were afraid of poison?”.[footnoteRef:12] This is clearly aimed to insinuate that there is no legitimate reason that Clodia would be associated with Caelius.
In paragraph 68, Clodia is accused by Cicero of having a number of her slaves be freed. Cicero claims that this is because “the prosecution wished to prevent the slaves being interrogated”.[footnoteRef:13] In doing so he once again implies that Clodia is taking action above her station, particularly through abusing her familial connections, saying that “the woman's (Clodia’s) relations, illustrious men of the very highest rank.”[footnoteRef:14] Had enables the freeing of the slaves. This accusation is intended not only to make Clodia look guilty of interfering with the court proceedings, but also to emphasise her supposed manipulation her family and Caelius, a point which is echoed throughout the speech, particularly her power over Caelius. [11:  Skinner, Marilyn B.  “Clodia Metelli.”, 1983]  [12:  Berry, D. Defence Speeches (OUP, 2008; 2017 online): Pro Caelio Translation]  [13:  Berry, D. Defence Speeches (OUP, 2008; 2017 online): Pro Caelio Translation]  [14:  Berry, D. Defence Speeches (OUP, 2008; 2017 online): Pro Caelio Translation] 

In defence of these attacks, the prosecutors would obviously need a response. A possible response to the attacks that he makes would be to justify her actions, given that they were far from out of the ordinary. For example, the payment to Caelius may have been a simple business transaction, as makes just as much if not more sense than Cicero’s attacks.
In relation to the accusation of freeing slaves, once again, while somewhat unusual and inconveniently timed, this is not hard evidence of any wrongdoing, and is once again within her purview as a woman of the Roman elite, something that Cicero continues to attempt to twist against her.
In conclusion, Cicero’s Arguments are generally quite widely flawed and based on little more than rumour and hypocritical assumption, but were clearly designed to be convincing to a Roman senatorial jury through invoking anxieties and values that would likely hold some sway with them, and as such the arguments could easily serve their purpose.
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