Terrorism and media Supporting paper
This supporting paper includes evidence of social media and the coverage of terrorist incident and its contribution to the ongoing threat of terrorism in the Uk.

Terrorism is defined in the Terrorism act of 2000 as “'The use or threat of violence designed to influence the government or to intimidate the public or a section of the public or to advance political or other ideological cause” and according to GOV.UK and MI5 (2024), the Uk terror threat is currently standing at substantial, meaning a terror attack is likely to happen in the UK but there is no specific intelligence to assume one is happening. 

The advent of new communication technologies offers the world very many benefits like the ability to communicate with others far from us and spreading of viral news, a great undocumented negative of communication technologies such as social media platforms including Facebook, twitter and Instagram has made it a lot easier for extremism, violence and terrorism to spread virally around the world. 
Kathleen German stated in her book ‘The Media World of ISIS’ that ‘extremist groups like ISIS use social media sites to spread propaganda and recruit new terrorists'. 
This is also evidenced by James et al (2017) for the National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and responses to terrorism, the findings of a study titled ‘The Use of social media by United States Extremists’ that ‘social media contributed to the radicalization and mobilization of 68.12% lone actors between 2005 and 2016.

[bookmark: _Int_H4nRZQ1N]Often terrorist organizations will groom vulnerable people online into extremism and even sometimes incite them to commit terrorist attacks, as seen with the Manchester bomber, these vulnerable individuals are often found by these groups that look for individuals who engage with media coverages of terrorist incidents on social media and will contact them and use grooming techniques to create an extremist in their views. This point is supported, in evidence by the Radicalisation Awareness Network (2019), they stated that these groomers are often ‘hate speech preachers who use coercion, manipulation and persuasion to funnel recruits into violent extremism by taking advantage of weakness and grievances’.

Social media has multiple uses to extremist and terrorist organizations that extends using networking sites to recruit vulnerable people into their extremist views, according to Jessica White of the Royal United Services Institute for defense and Security studies (2020), 'Social media can provide terrorist groups with the publicity and attention that group or incident aims to gain'. 

This means that when an incident of terrorism occurs, such as the recent terror attack on a Moscow concert hall, terrorism and fear spreads via social media outlets like Instagram and Facebook that allows for users to comment, like, send and repost videos of the attack caught on CCTV. This creates fear and confusion amongst viewers or even joy amongst those who agree with the extremists' views of the terrorist organizational groups like the Islamic state, Hamas or the Houthis for example. 
This is why social media contributes to the ongoing terrorist threats, the fact that almost every single successful attempt of terrorism as well as failed attempts of terrorism are nearly guaranteed to obtain instantaneous worldwide attention for their acts via viral, wildfire spreading of the news of these attacks across social media, perfect for an individual or group that aim to impose an ideology or cause fear to their opposing states such as the nature of most terrorist attacks and their motives. In a way, social media provides these terrorist groups with increased motives and incentives them to commit these attacks to grab the attention of views worldwide in a minute. 
This paired with the previously mentioned recruitment and radicalization of individuals into extremists via the use and coverage of social media on terrorism and terror attacks makes social media a tool to these groups and increases the risk to the health and safety of any country, including the UK, from terrorism and extremist attacks.

To put this into practice, we can take the Moscow terror attack on the 22nd March 2024. This attack, as reported by the BBC (2024), was committed by the Islamic state on Crocus City Hall near Moscow where 4 gunmen carried out an armed assault in the Russian capital minutes before a sold-out music show was about to be played, this assault killed 145 people and injured 500 mor”
Just seconds after the attack was carried out, news of the attack, including photos and videos of the attack captured on the phones of victims of the attack at the hall spread virally across social media sites like Instagram, Facebook, twitter and snapchat and was reported quickly by many social media news groups such as Billboard (2024) titling their post “Gunmen Fore on Crowd at Moscow Concert Hall” and Fox news also posted about this attack quickly after it occurred on their Instagram post that obtained thousands of likes, comments and shares. This provided that social media allows for the viral spread of the news of a terror attack and gave this terror attack the quick, widespread attention the Islamic state no doubt intended to accrue by committing this attack, it is reported as the “deadliest terror attack in Russia to occur in recent years” by ImJustBait (2024).

To conclude, social media undoubtedly affects the risk and threat of terrorism and contributes to the ongoing threat of terrorism in the Uk and worldwide. Social media allows for extremist's groups to find and radicalize individuals into extremists and provides the opportunity for any terror attack to gain instantaneous attention via viral spreading which incentives terrorists to commit acts pf terror upon the UK.
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