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Lampeter Bridge (Pont Steffan)
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1. Etymology
1.1 Origin/Evolution
Pont Steffan was first named in documentation by Gerald of Wales as the Latin ‘Pons Stephani’ in 1188, which translates into ‘Stephen’s Bridge’. With the introduction of vernacular writing, the Latin nominative ‘pons’ turned into the Welsh ‘Pont’, and the Latin possessive ‘Stephani’ into the Welsh possessive ‘Steffan’, forming ‘Pont Steffan’. 
2. Description
2.1 Location
The Bridge is located over River Teifi, On the main road entering Lampeter from the A482, approaching from Llandovery or Carmarthen. Across from the bridge is a Co-op with the post office inside. The bridge is just before a WW2 pillbox. 
2.2 Appearance
[image: Bridge over the River Teifi in Lampeter]Bridge over the River Teifi in Lampeter- source see figure 1
The bridge is made of stones and features 4 arches over the River Teifi. One main arch has a span of thirty-five feet (span is the distance between the two foundations of the arch), another two arches have a span of twenty-seven feet, and finally the last arch has a span of twenty-one feet. 
[image: ]Smaller tunnel in bridge- source self
There are small tunnels on the side, possibly for erosion protection or passage for wildlife. 
[image: ]Top of bridge- source Google Maps
The top of the bridge is a 2-way road with pavement on both sides for pedestrians. There are small stone walls acting as rails, with lamp posts on top of them one on each side of the bridge. The stone walls that signify the bridge stretch onwards until the bridge fully ends just before entering the town. 
3. History
3.1 Origin 
The exact date of construction of the bridge is unknown, but it is known that it has been construction before 1188, when Gerald of Wales referred to it as ‘Pons Stephani’. 
[image: ]1900s Lampeter map- source see figure 2
The modern Pont Steffan was reconstructed in 1932 from the bridge erected in 1830 at the joint expense of the counties of Carmarthenshire and Cardigan, and the parish of Pencarreg for £520. 
3.2 Changes over time
The Bridge has changed in various ways, or at least bridges around Lampeter have been built. There are three particular moments in time which Pont Steffan was mentioned. In 1188, when Gerald of Wales mentioned the towns name as Pont Steffan. In the 1600s, cartographer John Ogilby mentioned a bridge at Pont Steffan with three arches in one of his works. The final and present moment is in 1827, when the two intersecting counties of Carmarthenshire and Cardigan contracted the modern bridge (though reconstructed in 1932) for £520. The bridge is still standing seen on a tithe map from the early 1900s, which means that the bridge was still in use up until right before it was reconstructed. 
4. Use/Meaning
4.1 Use/Meaning
In Medieval times, the bridge served a much larger purpose than just crossing the river. It was an entry point to Lampeter and to Lampeter Castle, sometimes referred to as Stephen’s Castle. 
The WW2 pill box is stationed right next to the bridge to protect the main bridge and railroad in Lampeter. Soldiers stationed in Lampeter would cross the bridge all the time, making it a vital part of war as well. 
The tunnels in the sides of the bridge are meant to prevent water damage from erosion but also are typically used by wildlife to cross the road without the risk of getting hit by a car. This is by all means not an intended purpose but a natural innovation. To the local wildlife surrounding, Pont Steffan is the way to survive the harsh landscape brought on by men and cross the boundaries caused by motorways. 
Pont Steffan also defined the town, with the town being called in Welsh ‘Llanbedr Pont Steffan’, literally meaning Peter’s Church at Stephen’s River. It was not just a bridge; it was the town’s signifying landmark and way of life to cross the river. 
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