Lindisfarne Gospels
The Lindisfarne Gospels are dated to the late 7th century OR the second decade of the 8th century.  The earlier dating is based on the argument that the manuscript was prepared for the event of the reburial in a new tomb (‘translation’) of the body of St Cuthbert.  St Cuthbert died in 687 and was buried at Lindisfarne.  The ‘translation’ of his body – that is, reburial in a new tomb – took place in 698.  It is argued that it was in this eleven year period (from 687 to 698) that the Lindisfarne Gospel were copied and illuminated in preparation for the celebration of the ‘translation’ of the body of St Cuthbert.  A more recent argument prefers to see the manuscript as a product of the second decade of the 8th century.  This is based on the date for the introduction into Christian ritual of the observance of the stations of the cross, which is in the early part of the 8th century. 

The subsequent history of the manuscript is this:

793   This is the date of the first recorded Viking attack on England, on Lindisfarne.

875   Bishop Eardulf took the relics of St Cuthbert and the treasures at Lindisfarne and abandoned the island.  The community spent seven years without a permanent home, and eventually settled at Chester-le-Street.  It is here that Aldred added the Anglo-Saxon gloss (see below).

995   The community settled in Durham.
1567   The manuscript was moved probably to London at the dissolution of the monasteries, and was acquired to Sir Robert Cotton in the seventeenth century, and by the British Museum in 1753.  The manuscript is now in the British Library, and is on permanent display in a special gallery of ancient manuscripts. 
Anglo-Saxon translation and colophon

In the mid 10th century a priest named Aldred added an Anglo-Saxon gloss, that is, a translation of the Latin text of the gospels into Anglo-Saxon.  On the last leaf of the manuscript he added a colophon, that is, a statement about the manuscript.  The colophon reads:

Eadfrith, bishop of the Lindisfarne Church, originally wrote this book for God and St Cuthbert and – jointly – for all the saints whose relics are in the island.  And Ethelwald, bishop of the Lindisfarne islanders, impressed it on the outside and covered it, as he knew well how to do.  And Billfrith, the anchorite, forged the ornaments which are on it on the outside, and adorned it with gold and gems, and also gilded it over with silver – pure metal.  And Aldred, unworthy and most miserable priest, glossed it in English between the lines with the help of God and St Cuthbert.

