Advocacy: Youth-worker Perspective

What is Advocacy: (Definition)

Reference: https://www.justforkidslaw.org/what-we-do/supporting-young-people/youth-advocacy

https://yipa.org/how-to-advocate-for-young-people/

Who can Advocate: (youth)

Anyone can advocate
And advocate is someone who can help young people have their voices heard at important meetings and during decision making processes. An advocate can use their knowledge if police in order to ensure that the young person’s view is heard and respected by the larger audience.

Being an advocate means building relationships with the young people, it means learning how they think, act and respond to information. Anyone can be an advocate so long as they are willing to set aside personal issues and work souly based on what the young people want. 

As an advocate we pass on vital information provided to us by young people’s views and we pass this on to elected officials who read over and act on the information that we have given them, we are the middleman that stands up for young people and their views to make sure that they are given the right to be heard. 

Advocacy comes in many forms, but it’s predominantly about being a voice for someone else. We must understand that not everyone has the ability to “Talk” and because of this we see prominent barriers that prevent people from standing up for their rights, questioning people who may be treating them wrongly and fighting for what they believe is right. 

As youth-workers one of our main goals is to empower young people, we do this by helping them develop a sense of confidence through activities and education. We assist them in gaining the knowledge needed to question thins that they may think is wrong and we empower them by allowing them to express their “Individual self”.

As a youth-worker, I’ve encountered an issue where a young-person was too afraid to question the support system that they were provided with in college. So, I helped them gain the knowledge, confidence and power to confront the way in which this support network worked so that they could use their own voce to change it for the better.  

Not all young-people have the empowerment needed to say what they believe, but as youth-workers we can act as that voice and speak on behalf of them to make sure that their voice is heard!







UNCRC: https://www.youngpeopleshealth.org.uk/30-years-of-the-united-nations-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child

https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/what-we-do/childrens-rights/united-nations-convention-of-the-rights-of-the-child

The UN convention on the rights of the child, this important documentation outlines the 54 important articles that enforce and legalise the importance of the child and the rights of the child, to declare a child is anyone under the age of 18, above this age makes them a youth and there for means they come under the general Human Rights Act 1998. 
This convention came into force in the UK in 1992

The UNCRC in total covers 54 articles, ranging from the right to and education, all the way to the right to have fun. These rights make is so care givers and guardians are required to make sure that children are getting what they need in order to develop and grow into adults so that they may do the same. 

These rights are part of the United Nations and are currently fostered into 196 countries, this began on November 1989 and currently there is only one more country yet to join the convention. 
The USA has yet to sign into this convention.

Just because a country has fostered into the convention does not mean that all of the child’s rights are being met it goes without saying that a lot of countries are still miss treating their children in horrific ways, and in some children are being used as slaves. 
In some countries children are being locked away in juvenile recreation centres where they are being completely neglected of their basic rights such as education, food, freedom, the right to play including some basic human rights such as the right to a fair trial the right to not be torture and the right to a family life. So, it’s clear that not all of the countries actually ensure that all of these rights are met.

Children with disabilities:

Food Clothing and a Safe home:

No Discrimination:

Children in detention:

Children Behind Bars Article: https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2016/country-chapters/africa-americas-asia-europe/central-asia-middle-east/north

Unicef: https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/

How has advocacy been carried out?

Advocacy has been carried out using many different methods over the years, and this is not just specific to young people either. Advocates have stood in place to promote numerous social and economic issues such as poverty, child abuse, human and children’s rights and so much more advocacy has been carried out using many different methods and in many different settings.

How does Advocacy effect young people and their families?

Having an advocate can mean getting your voice heard by elected officials, and advocate can speak to local MP’s about problems that you have voiced, they can try to make those changes that you or a family member may not know how to-do.

Local community advocates can attend community-based meetings and fight for new implementations of youth groups, parks, road safety signs and more. 

Having the right advocate can mean being heard and feeling empowered to take a stand.

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/guides-to-support-and-services/advocacy/what-is-advocacy/


