Assessment 1: Object Biography.  DUE DATE t.b.c.
Every object tells a story, and often more than one, that is shaped time and again by human interactions. All objects have lives. This activity should aid your observational, recording and detection skills. The ability to draw well is not essential and will not be part of the marking judgement. In terms of other criteria, you are producing work at University level and should engage in good scholarship in both content and presentation. The ability to engage critically with source material, method and theory will count, as well as being appropriately illustrated and fully referenced.
A selected range of objects of different fabrics will be offered to you from the UWTSD materials collections. These may be of a known provenance, of a known date and of a known collection but they may not. Uncared for, unknown, and unprovenanced material is ubiquitous in our local, regional and national collections, but they still have a story to tell.  
Task: Write an object biography on one item of your choice in the collections presented to you. 
You would be advised to consider a description of what the object is, looks like, is made of, etc. There are standardised small finds recording sheets that can serve as a guide for this purpose. From this you may be able to generalize about the provenance – where it was made, transported to or from, used at, discarded at etc. along with the levels of technology, trade/economy, and social relations of the community that produced it. You may not be able to say everything on all points at this stage but be as comprehensive as possible in telling its story.
Are you able to find centres of production? Where did raw materials come from?
What was it function? Is status linked? Could this function or status have changed? 
What is the condition? Degree of survivorship/completeness?
Are their patterns of use, wear and tear? Does this tell us how or if it was used?
Where is it now? What role does it serve/should it serve? 

For examples of object biographies, explore: 
 The Pitt Rivers Founding Collection see at The Pitt Rivers Museum Founding Collections (ox.ac.uk)
 See also A History of the World in 100 Objects (The British Museum/BBC) 

