This assignment will be discussing the unique and diverse Islamic responses to mortality, such as ideas of martyrdom and the rituals surrounding death. How COVID 19 has changed the way Islamic burials are undertaken.
 Muslims are always buried, never cremated. It is a religious requirement that the body be ritually washed and draped before burial, which should be as soon as possible after death. Those carrying out this duty should be immunised against hepatitis B and be aware of the hazards of AIDS. Muslim women never attend burials, and it is rare for funeral directors to be involved.
 Muslims believe that the present life is a trial in preparation for the next realm of existence. When a Muslim die, he or she is washed and wrapped in a clean, white cloth (usually by a family member) and buried after a special prayer, preferably the same day. Muslims consider this a final service that they can do for their relatives and an opportunity to remember that their own existence here on earth is brief. 

martyrdom in Islam is a major concept. Anyone who fails to grasp the meaning of martyrdom, will also not understand the sublime message in Islam. “Islam” means submission to God, and it is in martyrdom that this submission to God finds its full expression. In Islamic Ideology, the greatest aim in the life’s struggle is to become victorious over the self. 

The Islamic faith has quite firm guidelines regarding funeral services and how long after death a Muslim is buried. Islamic funeral arrangements begin immediately after the death of a loved one, since according to Islamic law, they must be buried as soon as possible.
During the pandemic of covid it has been extremely hard and upsetting for the Muslim community to keep to their strict guidelines of the burial. 
“Mansur Ali, a lecturer in Islamic studies at Cardiff University, said the British Board of Scholars and Imams was now referring to “seldom-used points of Islamic law related to funerary rites.” {2021 Al Jazeera Media Network’}
“For instance, ritual bathing will no longer have to be performed, and body bags can be used to replace the kafan, or white burial shroud.” 
Several Muslim funeral directors have already taken measures to prevent the risk of transmission. 
“They’re putting the deceased into a plastic body bag, they perform tayammum [wiping over the body bag], put the body into a coffin, and it’s straight to the graveyard,” Zaman said.
The pandemic has ended communal prayer and congregational funeral gatherings at many major churches, synagogues, mosques, and temples.
Muslim beliefs about death
Most Muslims believe that the good deeds they do in life will be rewarded with entry into Paradise on the Day of Judgement, which is when the world will end. On this day, they believe that the dead will rise and will either live in peace in Paradise or suffer in Hell.
Planning a Muslim funeral
The Islamic faith has quite firm guidelines regarding funeral services and how long after death a Muslim is buried. Islamic funeral arrangements begin immediately after the death of a loved one, since according to Islamic law, they must be buried as soon as possible.
Islamic funeral traditions
Organ donation is allowed in Islam. However, autopsies are seen as a desecration and are not accepted by Islamic law, although they may still be a legal requirement in the UK.




What happens before a Muslim funeral?
The preparation before an Islamic funeral consists of two rituals called Ghusl and Kafan.
In the Ghusl, close family members of the same sex as the person who has died wash the person who has passed away. They are usually washed three times, but additional washes are not uncommon.
The Kafan involves the covering and wrapping of the person with large simple sheets, one on top of the other. The material and colour of the cloth may vary according to regional customs, but men typically get buried with three sheets, whereas women are buried with five.
The person is placed on top of the sheets, with females traditionally being dressed in an ankle-length sleeveless dress and a head veil as well. The person is then wrapped in the material and secured with rope before being transported to the mosque.
Since Islamic law states that a person should be buried as soon as possible, usually no viewing takes place before a Muslim funeral service.

Muslim burial customs
After an Islamic funeral, following the completion of the funeral prayers, the congregation will line up in rows and pass the coffin from shoulder to shoulder towards the gravesite for burial. Non-Muslim mourners should keep at a respectful distance to allow the coffin to be carried.
In the Islamic tradition, only men are allowed to attend the burial, although some Muslim communities also allow women to be present. For a Muslim burial, the grave should be perpendicular to Mecca, the Islamic holy city, with the person placed on their right side facing Mecca. While the person is being placed into the grave, mourners recite a prayer.
Wood and stones are placed on top so that the soil does not come into direct contact with the person. The imam may recite another prayer, and each mourner will then throw a handful of soil into the grave.

What happens after a Muslim funeral?
Traditionally, the family will gather in their home and receive guests after a Muslim funeral. Usually, the community provides food for the bereaved for the first three days after the funeral.
The mourning period lasts for 40 days but can often vary depending on the family. Traditionally, the period of mourning for widows is even longer – four months and ten days – in which they are forbidden to interact with men who they could potentially marry.

 

What should you wear to a Muslim funeral?
Both men and women are expected to dress modestly, so bear that in mind when deciding what to wear to an Islamic funeral. For men this usually means shirt and trousers. Women should wear ankle length skirts, long-sleeved high-neck tops, and a headscarf, and be sure that no clothing is tight or see-through.
Also be aware that shoes must be removed to enter the prayer hall of a mosque. Therefore, you may want to wear presentable socks, tights, or stockings.






