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Essay one:
How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing? 
Over the years there have been several miscarriages of justice secondary to police malpractice; the Birmingham Six, Guildford Four, the Cardiff Three and Stephen Kiszko to name a few. These incidents have influenced and changed modern professional policing as we know it. For example, a headline published in a BBC news article in 2013 reads ‘Police corruption: Criminals give officers steroids’. Officers involved were investigated for use of steroid supplied by known criminals (BBC News, 2013). These incidents highlighted in mainstream media would clearly impacts public confidence in the police, eventually leading to distrust.  
The introduction of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) in 1984 has impacted modern policing by ensuring officers follow specific rules and regulations when carrying out policing duties. In this essay I will evaluate past instances of malpractice and misconduct, the subsequent introduction of PACE and its influence on modern policing. 
Certain powers available to police officers are wide ranging, for example the power to search individuals and their property, which in some instances may lead to an arrest of that individual.  PACE was created and developed in 1984 to provide restrictions and guidelines on how the investigation process should be conducted. The legislation developed aims to protect the rights of all individuals by placing regulations on police powers during such instances. The act contains eight codes of practice which represent specific areas of the investigation process. For example, the use of stop and search, detention, treatment, questioning, and identification of suspects (Bryant, 2020, p.68).
Prior to the introduction of PACE, safeguarding of vulnerable suspects and the term ‘appropriate adult’ was not routinely considered as it is in today’s modern practice. Rather, it was the responsibility of the arresting officer, or the custody sergeant, to determine whether a suspect was vulnerable and if their vulnerability would affect their treatment whilst in police custody. For example, the Maxwell Confait murder case involved an 18-year-old suspect with learning difficulties who was interviewed at a police station without an appropriate adult present. The conviction was subsequently overturned in 1975, due to the clear lack of safeguarding provided. This highlights one example of malpractice which has been acknowledged and rectified by PACE. In addition to the effect on the individual, the clear example of malpractice led to a negative public perception of the police. “70s when ‘police made the rules’ and could interview suspects without a lawyer or tape recorder” is an example of a quote written in a newspaper from the time of the murder case. In this case, Code C was been developed to safeguard suspects by allowing them the right to a solicitor when being questioned, the taping and visual recording of the interview and having a parent or appropriate adult present with a child. The purpose is to protect a person’s rights when detained in police custody and to prevent incidents as mentioned above (Cape et al. 2008,. Fisher, 1977).
The introduction of PACE and the requirement within section 1 of the act to record stop search encounters has undoubtedly improved the grounds in which searches are carried out. For example, prior to PACE there would be no obligation for officers to record their encounters with member of the public when conducting a stop search. This led to members of ethnic minority groups feeling as though they were being targeted and mistreated.  For example, the 1981 Brixton Riots occurred over two days following a build-up of tension within the black community.  This was a result of racist discrimination against the black community primarily by white police officers abusing their power to stop and search individuals. The black community believed that they were being targeted and unfairly treated (Peplow, 2019, p. 2). Since the introduction of Code A of PACE, officers must record all public encounters, thus, ensuring all police powers are being used with transparency (Cape, et al. 2008, Brown 1997).  
29th of April 1989. The date of the tragic events that unfolded at Hillsborough Stadium, where 97 Liverpool fans lost their lives at a football game between Liverpool and Nottingham Forest. During the aftermath, and to this very day, the police as an organisation were highly scrutinised for their response to the horrifying event. A newspaper headline read “Hillsborough disaster: Police chiefs’ apologies for EVERY force in the country for 97 deaths” (Pettifor, 2023). In a recent report written by the National Police Council, in response to the Hillsborough family report, Chief Constable Andy Marsh, College of Policing CEO stated that policing had failed all those effected by the Hillsborough disaster for many years and apologised for these failings. He further stated that police failures were ultimately the main cause of the tragedy. Chief Constable Andy Marsh goes on to explain the changes and adaptions that have been made in order to prevent such a tragic event in future.  Some of these changes include all forces in England and Wales signing up to a charter, agreeing to take responsibility and ownership when mistakes have been made and not attempting to defend the indefensible (NPCC, 2023).  The main reason for this change is that in the aftermath of the tragedy the police were highly criticised for not taking responsibility and passing the blame.
In addition to the above, the introduction of the National Decision Model has been developed to provide a framework for everyone working in policing to make a rationale decision that can subsequently be examined during and after the incident.  At the centre of the model is the code of ethics which highlights the standards of behaviour that is expected from everyone working in policing, these include values such as integrity, honesty, leadership and respect. The model has further sub-sections for decision makers to consider things such as level of threat/risk/harm and the policy and powers available at a given situation, all of which allow individuals to make decisions that have been calculated. It also helps the situation or incident be analysed at a deeper level. Furthermore, the model is a great way for decisions to be reviewed and ultimately encourage learning and development for future incident (College of Policing, 2013). 

Essay two:
How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents? 
Public protection incidents are those that require major investigation and collaboration with partner agencies to deal with offenders committing offences involving child abuse, child sexual exploitation, violent offenders and sexual offenders to name few. Public protection incidents especially those associated with sexual offences naturally attract attention from the media.  Due to the development in technology and the use of social media platforms, any public protection incident is there to be scrutinised.  In the current climate, social media plays an enormous role in perpetuating knowledge, conspiracy theories and hate. Close monitoring of these platforms can help police gauge public feeling towards an incident/individual. A positive relationship between the police and media is vital to ensure both parties are productive in working together for public interest.  A clear communication and media strategy from police can limit public distress and/or prevent public disorder (College of Policing, 2017).  In this essay I will discuss the positive and negative impact of the media on policing strategies. 
There are several policing strategies utilised to deal with public protection incidents and to keep the public safe. The Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) and Multi- Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC) are strategies used by the police, probation and prison service to manage and assess dangerous offenders to protect the public (Ministry of Justice, 2019).  Police and partner agencies such as social services, health boards and Women’s Aid hold meetings to share and discuss information regarding high risk domestic violence victims.  The end goal is to safeguard and ensure there is a plan in place to protect victims (SafeLives, 2014).
The media can significantly impact public perception on the work done by police and partner agencies, due to their ability to reach such a wide audience.  Incidents involving child abuse/death draws high levels of media attention. An early example of this was the death of Maria Colwell in the 1970s (Elsey 2010). A more recent example is the case of ‘Baby P’ in 2008, which drew intense media attention resulting in vilification and negativity towards social workers. These high profile cases have led to public protection organisations such as the police to being more risk averse and cautious with their decision making (Elsey 20120). 
Firstly, there can be many positives from the media reporting police responses and strategies in public protection cases, as it can highlight areas which need to be improved. However, there are also some negative side effects of media attention which I discuss below.  
“Police errors left Jimmy Savile free to groom the nation”. This was one newspaper headline published by The Guardian in 2013. The newspaper article goes on to say that there were a number of failures by several police forces e.g. failing to record and pursue allegations, treating victims’ accounts with too much caution which effectively scared victims from giving evidence (Laville et al, 2013). These articles can be damaging and eventually damages the relationship between the public and the police. Such an article could also prevent future victims of public protection cases coming forward as they lack confidence in the police’s ability. 
However, on the other hand, it can be argued that media coverage surrounding such a high-profile case had identified and highlighted systematic policing errors which can then be subsequently reviewed and analysed, allowing improvements to be made within the organisation.  Following the negative media surrounding police responses to such allegations, a number of child abuse enquiries have been opened in the United Kingdom. Operation Hydrant was a collective name for a team overlooking all the enquiries in to child sexual abuse allegations. A spokesperson had stated that police across the country were investigating 1,400 men, 261 of which were high profile individuals. In 2012, Operation Yewtree was launched to investigate the allegations of child sexual abuse involving Jimmy Saville.  Several other enquires were launched such as Operation Fairbank, and Operation Midland which were a way of trying to prevent repeating errors (Grieson, 2015). 
As previously mentioned, MAPPA is a police strategy designed to protect the public and victims of crime from serious harm by dangerous offenders.  Due to specific cases receiving attention from the media, a 2015 review established that improvements were needed in relation to how MAPPA operated. The recommendations highlighted in the report ranged from risk management planning, used to highlight how different agencies need to work together, and the sharing of sensitive information with neighbourhood policing teams about registered sex offenders living on their catchment area (Criminal Justice Joint Inspectorates, 2015). In my opinion, this is a positive result which derived from media attention to policing strategies. Areas for development have been highlighted, which can be improved and developed. This will allow for better collaboration between police and partner agencies and ultimately improve the service and protection for victims and therefore public confidence in the police.   
To conclude, media coverage can have a negative and damaging effect on policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents as highlighted above. However, on the other had the media coverage can highlight specific areas within strategies that need to be improved. This can only be a positive outcome as it means organisations are developing and improving the services being offered. It is important that there is a balance to the media coverage, too much negativity and bad press towards policing will have an adverse effect and rupture public confidence. Though, when used in a positive way it is a great way to reflect on strategies and allow improvements to be made.  Ultimately transparency from police to the public, supported by clear communication with mainstream media, can help public engagement and cooperation with policing activities. 

Essay three:
How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending? 
There are many factors that can influence a young person to offend re-offend which can range from individual to wider social factors.  These factors can be divided in two categories, static and dynamic factors. Static factors consist of things that can’t be changed e.g. age, gender, criminal history. On the other hand, dynamic factors include e.g. education, employment, and substance abuse which can be externally influenced (Hanson, et al. 2010, p.1).
Theobald and Farrington (2014) established a number of reasons which contribute to the early on-set of criminality. Firstly impulsivity, where children don’t tend to consider their actions and the possible implications of their decisions. Secondly, they highlighted lack of knowledge and intelligibility in children which can lead to them being manipulated by adults to make wrong choices. Thirdly, low child rearing standards, which relates to the environment within which a child is raised. Peer-pressure was also found to be a major factor as children can easily be influenced by their peers. Lastly, boredom can play a role, whereby children will look for something that they perceive to be exciting to pass the time. 
In addition to the above, adverse childhood experiences can also significantly impact on a young person’s risk of offending or re-offending.  These are specific traumatic events which have happened to an individual under the age of 18 which can affect their well-being.  For example, experiences which consist of emotional, physical and/or sexual abuse, growing up in a home with domestic violence, parental separation or even drug and alcohol abuse (Future Generations Commissioner for Wales, 2023).  A study published by Public Health Wales found that 47% of adults in Wales had experienced an adverse childhood experience on at least one occasion, and a further 14% suffered four or more. These statistics show the importance of early intervention in reducing the number of children having to experience these stressful events (Public Health Wales, 2016). 
Within the Youth Justice System, early intervention can be split in two categories, prevention and diversion.  Prevention involves addressing young people’s needs and vulnerabilities to prevent them from getting involved in criminal behaviour. For example, providing support for them to stay in education and ensuring a safe home environment. On the other hand, diversion is an intervention to intervene with a child who has already committed or linked to a crime in an attempt to establish any underlying issues before it goes too far. Research suggests that young people who get involved in crime are likely to re-offend, hence the importance of early intervention to stop the vicious circle. In March 2021, research found that young people with no previous offences had a reoffending rate of 16.4% in comparison to 63.8% to those who had committed 11 or more previous offences. The Ministry of Justice estimated that re-offending by young people costs society £1.5 billion (Hancock, 2023).  
The types of early intervention can vary depending on the outcome required. For example, home visiting programmes, where you would engage with the child and their complex home life. Mentoring schemes where older or experienced adults would provide guidance and offer support, or interventions such as school-based programmes and community interventions. Such interventions can have the greatest impact on a child’s physical health, mental well-being, school achievement, and reduce any crime, violence and anti -social behaviour (NSPCC Learning, 2021).
There are many different types of interventions that can be utilised, the success of which depends on the individual. Mentoring is an example of an individual intervention that charities and various organisations offer. A report based on an analysis of over 350 mentoring programmes across England, found that mentoring can reduce the level of violence in young people, providing the mentors have had sufficient training and have spent sufficient time with the individual (Children’s Commissioner, 2019).  Another example of individual intervention would be Multisystemic Therapy (MST). This combines family and community interventions where individuals receive a personal social worker to help solve any issues. An evaluation of 108 families found that individuals that received MST portrayed positive outcomes with reduced aggression and some reduction in reoffending (Butler et al, 2011).  School intervention programmes have also been found to have a positive impact on community engagement and academic achievement when used instead of exclusions. Research shows that when children are excluded from mainstream school they are unlikely to gain academic qualifications, which puts them at a disadvantage in the job market (Scott et al, 2013).  Mental health support is also a useful intervention for both child and parent as it can improve the environment the child is raised. This could assist in reducing exposure to any adverse childhood experiences, which as we know is a contributing factor in children turning to crime (Early Intervention Foundation, 2018).
Early intervention is important as it can prevent young people getting involved in crime and subsequently reduce the negative effect on their communities and the victims. It can be used to prevent a problem from occurring or to help deal with it immediately rather than allowing it to develop in to a bigger issue.  Early intervention can also provide a child with certain skills that can be transferred to their adult life. Furthermore, early intervention can improve a child’s life by focusing on certain key aspects. These are their physical, cognitive, behavioural, social and emotional development. For example, behavioural development involves children’s ability to control and monitor their behaviour.  Early intervention within this aspect include reducing antisocial behaviour and crime, violence and aggression at school (Early Intervention Foundation, 2023). 
The national statistics for reoffending between the months of January and March 2021, it was found that the juvenile reoffending rate was 31.1%, this was a 3.0% decrease from the same quarter in the previous year. Furthermore, is important to note that the number of offenders in the cohort has fallen by 86% since the same quarter in 2009 (Ministry of Justice, 2023). The reduction in the statistics show that early intervention is working in reducing the young people offending and reoffending.
Essay four:
Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders?
In this essay I will discuss the different types of partner approaches their effectiveness in rehabilitating offenders. There is a requirement for a substantial level of multi- agency work to protect members of the community from harm and to ensure that there is sufficient safeguarding in place. In 2016, the total estimated economic and social cost of reoffending was £18 billion (Ministry of Justice, 2016). This statistic shows how costly reoffending can be if nothing is done to prevent it. 
To understand reoffending, I note some reoffending statistics for the offender cohort of January to March 2021. The overall reoffending rate for the January to March 2021 cohort was 24.3% which was a decrease of 0.4% from the same quarter in 2020.  Over time, the overall reoffending rate has fluctuated between 23.1% and 31.8%. Further statistics to note, adults released from custodial sentences of less than 12 months had a proven reoffending rate of 53.9%. That is a decrease of 3.6% from the same quarter in the previous year.  Also, those released from sentences of less than or equal to 6 months had a proven reoffending rate of 57.0%, this also a decrease of 2.2% since the same quarter in the same year (Ministry of Justice, 2023).
Firstly, there are many factors which influence reoffending such as substance misuse, difficult family backgrounds, unemployment, financial problems, homelessness and mental health problems. These factors can be somewhat interlinked and will differ within each individual.  Social and individual factors are associated with the increase of reoffending, which can further be divided to static and dynamic factors.  Static factors such as age, gender and criminal history can’t be altered, where dynamic factors such as education, employment and drugs use can be changed provided there is sufficient professional support in place (Ministry of Justice, 2013). The factors mentioned are relevant to both men and women however, research shows that substance misuse has a stronger relationship with reoffending for woman than it does for men (Andrews et al, 2011). In addition, research also shows that women would be more likely than men to offend to support their own drug use as well as others (Light et al, 2013). Offenders may have other needs that need to be addressed to support a rehabilitation period. 
Police forces have a responsibility to work in collaboration with partner organisations such as probation services, prison services, and drug and alcohol services to prevent reoffending, protecting the public from harm and to identify any underlying issue which has driven individuals to offend.  If we look at young people for example, by working in partnerships and collaboration with organisations such as schools and youth offending teams it provides an opportunity to identify underlying issues and to respond with early interventions to prevent any escalation.  The youth offending service (YOS) receives funding by the police and crime commissioner and has proven too have been success story with the number of first-time offenders who reoffend decreasing on a yearly basis (Welsh Government, 2018).
An example of an organisation involved in partnership approach would be the Integrated Offender Management (IOM) whose role is to manage offenders and protect local communities by safeguarding victims. There are a number of partners who make up the IOM within Wales such as the Welsh Government, HMP Parc, Youth Justice Board, Crown Prosecution Service, Public Health Wales and all four Welsh police forces. Partnership approach can be beneficial when dealing with individuals who are considered to be high risk of reoffending. An example of this would be where police forces would work in collaboration with other organisations such as housing association, substance misuse teams and health boards to make sure that the support being provided is sufficient to prevent reoffending.  By working in partnerships, it allows the sharing of key information and intelligence which allows for better decision making to take place.  Secondly, it would identify those individuals who need a more intense approach and therefore ensure they’re provided with adequate level of supervision.  Furthermore, it would allow individuals to receive further support with accommodation, substance misuse, education or any health needs. A further example would be where the police and the probation service work closely together resulting in a high-risk offender being managed and supervised better. This type of partnership is effective as it allows the strengths and expertise of various partners across the criminal justice system to be utilised to improve the service provided to prevent reoffending (Integrated Offender Management Cymru, 2023). 
Further to the above, a partnership approach can be effective as it allows for an agreed vision across the board and an understanding of how various organisations and agencies work, ensuring that the individual is provided with the support necessary.  There is a collective responsibility within a partnership approach which can lead to positives such as pooled funding and co-commissioning which ultimately improves the service available.  As mentioned above, the youth offending teams (YOT) have been a success story within the partnership approach. The number of young people being pulled in to the justice system for the first time has been reduced due to the multi-agency approach where staff from different services are seconded into to YOT to provide specialist support (Morris, 2016). 
Another success story worth noting is Greater Manchester’s whole-system approach for women offenders. This approach revolves around nine woman’s centres which operate as hubs spread across the city for women referrals.  Women are referred to the centres following arrest, at the time of or after sentencing. These hubs are designed to be a safe space for women, where they can receive individual support from specialist workers addressing issues such as unemployment, housing needs, mental health, substance misuse and domestic abuse. An evaluation of the whole system approach identified the positive improvements experienced by the woman. These improvements consisted of better wellbeing, confidence, health, and employability.  The women referred to the centre state that the whole system approach had helped share best practice, streamline reporting process and helped facilitate closer working partnerships between the nine centres (Kinsella et al, 2015).  To conclude, partnership approaches is an effective means of rehabilitating offenders as it allows organisations to view the whole picture and work collectively to accurately risk assess and create a plan of action to safeguard the community. 
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