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OVERVIEW

The focus of the study will be upon the agricultural development within Wales during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Particular attention will be given to the economic and social tensions affecting these communities as well as the state of the industry within a wider context.

RESEARCH-LED TEACHING

This module arises from my research since 1990 on the social history of south west Wales. Of particular interest were the changes that were brought about during the transition of the industrial and political movements within Wales. This module stands alone but students, who have already studied other modules, will be able to apply previous knowledge to the study of the agricultural industry within our period of study.
The module builds-on, and is informed by my research interests and as this research evolves and my reading on the subject continues so too does the module. Although influenced by my research interests, the module is not narrowly defined by them. It does not seek to be a comprehensive guide but hopefully it offers an informed and detailed introduction to the major issues that helped to shape rural society, industry and economy during our period of study.

AIMS OF THE MODULE
(AIMS DEFINE THE BROAD PURPOSE OF THE MODULE)

· To explore the history of the agricultural industry within south west Wales during the nineteenth and early twentieth century

· To study the impact of demographic change upon the countryside during our period of study

· To investigate rural discontent, its cause and impact

· To integrate agrarian history within south west Wales within a broader Welsh and British perspective

· To encourage independent assessment and understanding of how agriculture shaped rural society within our area and period of study

· To promote a critical understanding of primary source material 9printed and archival) relating to the history of agriculture

· To encourage students to express ideas and assessments on themes and topics within agrarian history.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
· To introduce students to agrarian history in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries through different trends in social, political and economic policy and their impact upon individuals, holdings, estates and communities
· To encourage students to bring primary evidence to bear on their interpretations of secondary arguments about agrarian development within our period of study

· To asses such concepts as poverty, gender, social status, culture and economic hardship within rural communities

· To encourage students to evaluate critically the common assumptions found in historical writing on the areas of study

· Demonstrate a thorough acquaintance with the nature of agrarian history during our period of study and evaluate its impact upon certain socio-economic groups in south  west Wales

· To understand that owing to the wide range of interests encompassed within rural communities, interpretations have to be assessed carefully

· Appreciate that the problems within the agrarian industry in the study area was an aspect of changing social and economic developments.
OUTLINE OF TEACHING
The order of these sessions may change according to circumstances and there will be overlap. Lectures will commence at 4.00 pm each Wednesday and conclude at 6.00 pm.

	Week
	Lecture
	Date

	1
	Introduction: primary sources, historiography and key readings
	16/10/18

	2
	Demographic changes and the impact upon agriculture
	23/10/18

	3
	Agriculture during and after the Napoleonic Wars Demographic changes and the impact upon agriculture
	30/10/18

	4
	Farming practices
	06/11/18

	5
	Rural Revolt 
	13/11/18

	6
	The role of women within agriculture
	20/11/18

	7
	The Landed estates
	27/11/18

	8
	Tenants and farm labourers
	04/12/18

	9 
	The farming economy
	11/12/18

	10
	 Overview and paper submission
	18/12/18

	
	Essay submission date
	15/01/19


TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS

This module will be taught in two-hour slots through a mixture of lectures, discussions and document sessions.

· The aim of the lectures is not to provide comprehensive information on a particular topic but they are intended as an introduction to the salient features of major themes and topics, to identify the key issues. They aim to provide a framework for understanding, and should be thought of as useful starting points for further discussion and work.

· The sessions encourage discussion on specific issues, themes, concepts, historiographical considerations which are central to the module. Discussions provide you with an opportunity to collectively enhance your understanding of a subject, a forum for the expression of ideas, and to jointly explore themes and arguments.

· Document sessions offer an opportunity to further discuss and interpret primary printed or archival material.

ASSESSMENT

See general handbook for detailed information.

Paper (4,000 words):Dec 18 2018
Assignment (5,000 words): Jan 15 2019
ASSIGNMENT QUESTIONS
Paper 2: 5,000 words (60%) 
Choose ONE of the following:

· The 1840s in south-west Wales was a decade of anger, which at times manifested itself in rebellion. Would you agree with many contemporaries and historians who put the unrest firmly at the door of rural poverty?

· Assess the impact which the Napoleonic Wars had upon farming practices and the rural economy in south west Wales between 1800 and 1832.

· Assess why the role of agricultural labourers, and their conditions of employment, change so much in south-west Wales between 1850 and 1913?
· Appraise the changing structure of agriculture in south-west Wales during the period of the ‘Great Depression’.

· Did the inter-war years in south-west Wales bring new benefits to the farming industry or did it continue to suffer economic decline?

Paper 1 (4,000 words [40%]) 
Choose ONE of the following:

· How important are the findings of the Royal Commission of 1896 in our understanding of the state of agriculture in south-west Wales during the last quarter of the nineteenth century?

· Critically examine the role of women in agriculture (with specific references to the 1867/70 Report) in south-west Wales during the nineteenth century.

· How important for south-west Wales were the economic links with England and Ireland and how did land, sea and rail transport during the second half of the nineteenth century affect the production of crops and livestock?

· By studying one particular holding in south west Wales show how the nature of tenure and farming practices changed over a period of time.

· Would you agree that “An estate was not simply a forum in which money was exchanged for land; rather, it was an hereditary community of landowners and tenants … involving both parties …” (Matthew Cragoe)

CONTACT

· Teaching sessions; Tuesday: 
  4.30 – 6.30

Room:
     TL 002         

· Office Hours:
I generally operate an open door policy: if my door is                                        open then come in to discuss any matter. If you prefer a more formal meeting, then I shall always be available from 1-2 and 3-4 on a Tuesday.
USEFUL OVERVIEWS

Holderness, B.A. & Turner, M. Land, Labour and Agriculture 1700-1920 - essays for

  Gordon Mingay. London: Hambledon, 1991.

Howell, D.W.  Land and People in Nineteenth-Century Wales.  London: Routledge &

  Kegan  Paul, 1977.

Howell, D.W. Patriarchs and Parasites: The Gentry of South-west Wales in the 

  Eighteenth Century. Cardiff: UWP, 1986.

Jones, D.J.V. Rebecca's children: A Study of Rural Society Crime and Protest. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1989.

Jenkins, David. The Agricultural Community in South-West Wales at the turn of the

  Twentieth Century. Cardiff: UWP, 1971.

Jones, D.J.V. Before Rebecca: Popular Protest in Wales 1793-1835. London: Allen 

  Lane, 
1973.
Jones, D.J.V. Rebecca's children: A Study of Rural Society Crime and Protest. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1989.

Pretty, David A. The Rural Revolt that Failed: Farm Workers' Trade Unions in Wales 

  1889-1950. Cardiff: UWP, 1989.

Thirsk, Joan. ed. The Agrarian History of England and Wales, Vol. 6 1750-1850.

  Cambridge: CUP, 1989. 

______.  The Agrarian History of England and Wales, Vol. 8 1914-39. Cambridge:

  CUP,1978.

WEEK-BY-WEEK OVERVIEW
There follows a summary of what each session will cover. The readings/references are basic starting points and are merely suggestions. It is worth reading background information prior to each of these sessions. For those with more time, it is worth engaging in more substantial reading both primary and secondary, if possible. The questions which appear are meant to stimulate thinking about the theme. In each session we will examine a range of primary sources. Hence it is important for you to ‘read around’ each theme.
Week 1: Introduction: primary sources, historiography and approaches to key readings.
Outline
This opening session begins by establishing a chronological framework for the module before focusing upon the key sources for a study of agrarian history in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It also looks at the main themes relating to the history of agriculture within our period of study.

Questions
· What are the main sources for a study of agriculture in south west Wales in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries?

· What kinds of agricultural sources are held in our respective record offices and how should they be used?

References/readings
Lecture Notes
Primary source handouts

Week 2: Demographic changes and the impact upon agriculture
Outline
Look at the impact of population growth and rural depopulation upon agriculture and a study of specific parishes will provide an insight into whether the pattern of these changes was local, regional or national.

Questions
· What causes population changes and what impact did migration have upon rural communities?

· Was rural depopulation a negative aspect of rural change?

References/readings
Lecture notes

Primary source handouts

Week 3: Demographic changes and the impact upon agriculture
Outline
The Napoleonic Wars had a dramatic impact upon agriculture throughout Britain. Prices increased and farm holdings changed to meet increased demand. However as certain groups benefited others suffered and the session will assess the overall impact of this period upon Welsh agriculture.

Questions
· What were the attitudes and opinions of contemporaries?

· Were price rises of benefit to Welsh agriculture?

· What effect did post-war depression have upon our area of study?

References/readings

Lecture notes

Primary source handouts

Week 4: Farming practices
Outline
Farming practices will be studied, concentrating on the methods of farming: arable, pasture and a combination of the two. This will include the role played by agricultural societies and farming clubs. By looking at the size of holdings and the nature of land tenure, it will be possible to note their impact upon working practices and the condition of the wage earner in relation to hours of work, wages and general material comfort.
Questions
· How widespread was change within the agricultural industry?

· What were restrictors to change within the industry?

· Did change bring about improvement?

References/readings
Lecture notes

Primary source handouts

Week 5: Rural revolt
Outline
 A sample study will be made of specific communities in order to ascertain whether the closeness of the community had a bearing upon the extent and nature of rural protest, and whether these socio-cultural characteristics imposed restraints upon agricultural development and trade unionism.
Questions
· How widespread were rural uprisings within our area of study.
· Were the riots and uprisings a feature of rural hardships?

· What were the consequences of these riots upon rural communities?

References/readings
Lecture notes

Primary source handouts

Week 6: The role of women within agriculture
Outline
The role of women within the farming economy will be assessed, especially their contribution to household management, their status as farm workers, their method of employment and their importance within the farming economy.
Questions
· Were women as important as men within the rural economy?

·  What was the changing nature of female employment during the nineteenth century?

·  The status of women within rural society.

References/readings
Lecture notes

Primary source handouts

Week 7: The Landed estates
Outline
The status and role of the landed gentry and small squires within the agricultural community. Note will be made on how these divisions were often reflected in the choice of church or chapel, and positions of responsibility held within them. Their political influence will be assessed and the causes of the break-up of the Great Estates.

Questions
· Who were the landed gentry during our period of study?
· How large were their estates and how expensive was their influence?

· What brought about the ‘crisis’ in landholding for many of the large estates by the end of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries?

References/readings
Lecture notes

Primary source handouts

Week 8: Tenants and farm labourers
Outline
The absence of any pronounced class division between tenant farmers and their labourers will be analysed as will be the manner by which they earn a living. Look at the size of holdings and how tenure changed over time. Look at markets and how these played an important part within the rural economy.

Questions
· What was the position and status of tenant farmers within rural society?

· What was the position of agricultural labourers within rural society?

· Did the position of these two groups change during our period of study?

· What were the roles of farm servants?

References/readings
Lecture notes
Primary source handouts

Week 9: The farming economy
Outline

The importance of local, national and foreign markets will be considered, along with the impact of railways upon the farming economy, through the transportation of livestock and the parallel decline in the drover system; the decline of the coastal trade in butter, cheese and corn, and its impact on land prices and rents.
Questions
· What impact did changes in transportation have upon agriculture in our area of study?

· How important were local markets to the farm economy?

· Did the pressure from foreign markets impact upon the economy of south west Wales?

References/readings

Lecture notes

Primary source handouts

It is worth referring to the list of references below prior to each lecture as well as a number of internet sites:

http://www.genuki.org.uk/
http://www.gtj.org.uk/
	Week 10: Overview.


Outline
An overview of the module with particular reference to the impact agriculture had on Welsh society and culture, and how changing social and economic patterns since the Second World War have radically changed the industry.

Questions
· How important was agriculture to the Welsh economy during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries?

· What impact did this way of life have upon Welsh attitudes and culture?

· Has the industry since the Second World War continued to exert its influence upon the Welsh psyche? 
BIBLIOGRAPHY (exempli gratia):

Required

Holderness, B.A. & Turner, M. Land, Labour and Agriculture 1700-1920 - essays for

  Gordon Mingay. London: Hambledon, 1991.

Howell, D.W.  Land and People in Nineteenth-Century Wales.  London: Routledge &

  Kegan  Paul, 1977.
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Jones, D.J.V. Before Rebecca: Popular Protest in Wales 1793-1835. London: Allen 
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  1815.
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  Cambridge:   CUP, 1980.
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  Wales. London: Athlone Press, 1984.

__________.  Victorian Countrywomen. Oxford: Blackwell, 1991.

__________.  The Tithe War in Pembrokeshire. Fishguard: Preseli Printers, 1982.

__________.  Ladies of the Manor. Stroud: Alan Sutton, 1991.
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Mingay, G.E.  The Transformation of Britain 1820-1939. London: Routledge & Kegan
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Morgan, D.H. Harvesters and Harvesting 1840-1900: A Study of the Rural Proletariat.

  London: Croom Helm, 1982.

Owen, D Huw. ed. Settlement and Society in Wales. Cardiff: UWP, 1989.

Perry, P.J. British Farming in the Great Depression 1870-1914: an historical geography.

  Newton Abbot: David & Charles, 1974.

Reay, Barry. The Last Rising of the Agricultural Labourers. Oxford: Clarendon, 1990.
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  1784-1977. Llandysul: Gomer, 1977.

Scourfield, Elfyn. Agricultural Implement Makers. Cardiff: National Museum of Wales,

  1983.

Thomas, David. Agriculture in Wales During the Napoleonic Wars: A Study in the

  Geographical Interpretation of Historical Sources. Cardiff: UWP, 1963.

Wiliam, Eurwyn. Welsh Long-Houses: Four Centuries of Farming at Cilewent. Cardiff: 

  National Museum of Wales, 1992.

_________. The Historical Farm Buildings of Wales. Edinburgh: Donald, 1986.

Woodforde, J. Farm Buildings in England and Wales. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul,

  1983.

Articles

Colyer, R.J. `Welsh Cattle Drovers in the Nineteenth Century', National Library of Wales

  Journal, 1974.

_______ `The Land Agent in Nineteenth Century Wales', Welsh History Review,

  Vol.8.  No.4, 1977.

_______ `Limitations to Agrarian Development in Nineteenth-Century Wales, BBCS,

  Vol. 27. Part 4, 1978.

_______.`Conditions of employment amongst the Farm Labour Force in Nineteenth

  -Century', Llafur, Vol.3, No.3, 1982. 

_______ `Crop Husbandary in Wales before the Onset of Mechanization', Folk Life, Vol.

  21, 1982-83.

Davies, Elwyn. `Hafod & Lluest:  The summering of cattle and upland settlement in

  Wales', Folk Life Vol. 23, 1984-85.

Davies, John.  `The End of the Great Estates and the Rise of Freehold Family in Wales'.

  Welsh History Review, Vol. 7, No.2, 1974.

Davies, Russell.`The severity of Rural Life and the prevalence of madness in South West

  Wales 1860-1920', Llafur Vol.4, No.2, 1985. 

Evans, Muriel Bowen. `Society in Nineteenth Century Trelech a'r Betws',

  Carmarthenshire Antiquary, Vol.XVI, 1980.

_______. `The Parish of Llangyndeyrn 1851:  A Population Study', Carmarthenshire

  Antiquary, Vol. XVII, 1981.

______. `Comments of Iolo Morgannwg in Carmarthenshire', Carmarthenshire

  Antiquary XXVI, 1990.

Gruffydd, Pyrs. `Tradition, Modernity and the Countryside: The Imaginary Geography of

  Rural Wales', Contemporary Wales, Vol. 6, 1994.

______. `Back to the Land: historiography, rurality and the nation in inter-war Wales', 

  Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, No. 19. 1994.

Howell, D.W. `The Impact of Railways on Agricultural Development in Nineteenth

  -Century Wales', Welsh History Review, Vol. 7, 1974-5.

______.  `The Agricultural Labourer in Nineteenth-Century Wales', Welsh History

  Review, Vol. 6, 1972-3.

______. `Rural Society in Nineteenth-Century Carmarthenshire', Carmarthenshire

  Antiquary, Vol. XIII, 1977.

______. `Labour Organisation Among Agricultural Workers in Wales 1872-1921', Welsh

  History Review, Vol.16, No.1, 1992.

Jones, D.J.V. `Corn Riots in Wales 1793-1802', Welsh History Review, Vol. 2. 1965.

______. `The Carmarthen Riots of 1831', Welsh History Review, Vol.4, 1968-9.

Jones, F.Ll. `Wales and the Railway Revolution', Transactions of the Honourable Society

  of Cymmrodorion 1983.

Moore-Colyer, R.J.  `Farming in Depression: Wales between the Wars 1919-1939',

  Agricultural History Review, Vol. 46, Part 2, 1998.

Pretty, D.A. `Women and Trade Unionism in Welsh Rural Communities, 1889-1950',

  Llafur, Vol.5, No.3, 1990. 

Scourfield, Elfyn. `Carmarthen Craftsmen and Implement Makers', Carmarthenshire 

  Antiquary, Vol. XXVII, 1991.

Thomas, C. `Agricultural Employment in Nineteenth Century Wales: A New Approach',

  Welsh History Review, Vol. 6, 1975.

Thomas, Spencer. `The agricultural labour force in some south-west Carmarthenshire

  parishes in the mid nineteenth century', Welsh History Review, Vol.3, 1966-7.

Tibbott, S.Minwel. `Food and meals as socialising experiences in rural Wales at the turn

  of Twentieth Century', Folk Life 24, 1985-86.

Williams, Daniel Emrys. `The payment of farm servants in the Towy Valley', Journal of 

  Welsh Agricultural Society, Vol. XXIX, 1960.

Williams, Emrys. `The Carmarthenshire Butter Trade', Carmarthenshire Antiquary, Vol.

  XX, 1984.

Williams, Gareth. `The Disenchantment of the World: Innovation, Crisis and Change in

  Cardiganshire c.1880-1910'. Ceredigion, Vol. IX, No.4, 1983.

Williams L.J. & Jones, Dot. `Women at Work in Nineteenth-Century Wales', Llafur, Vol.

  4, No.3, 1986.

Official Publications and Reports

1844
Report of the Commission of Inquiry for South Wales

1847-8
Select Committee on Agricultural Customs

1870
Report of the Commission of the Employment of Women and Children in 

  Agriculture

1887
Inquiry as to the Disturbance connected with the levying of Tithe Reach 

  Charge in Wales

1893-4
Report of the Commission on Labour, The Agricultural Labourer, Wales

1894-6
Royal Commission on Land in Wales and Monmouthshire Vols. 1 and 2

  (1894), Vols. 3 and 4 (1895), Vol. 5 (1896)

1900
Report on Wages and Earnings of the Agricultural Labourer in the U.K.

1906
Report on the Decline in the Agricultural Population of Great Britain 

  1881-1906.
With your Athens password it is worth looking at: www. parlipapers.chadwyck.co.uk
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