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Ancient History within the Humanities
discussion on the nature and direction of your chosen discipline and their relationship within the wider range of humanities.
Humanities acts as an umbrella term for the “branches of knowledge that concern themselves with human beings and their culture[footnoteRef:1]”. It covers a vast array of disciplines however they are all interlinked and cannot exist independently. Ancient history, a key element of the humanities, provides insight into the foundations of the contemporary world – including society, philosophy, art and politics –by providing context and depth for the culture of humanity.  [1:  https://www.britannica.com/topic/humanities ] 

Deeply rooted into the mythology and religion of the ancient Greeks, the Muses can be considered the basis for many of the humanities disciplines as patrons of the arts, including various types of poetry, history, music and astronomy. In ancient times, much of the developments of the arts was dedicated to or inspired by them, for example in Homer’s epic poem the Odyssey Homer begins by calling upon Calliope, the muse of epic poetry, to “teach me the story of the hero [Odysseus][footnoteRef:2].” Homer influential work is universally considered a great classic and is a clear occasion in which the Muses are [2:  Homer, The Odyssey, p. 1] 

This links ancient history to literature and creative writing 
In modern terms, their importance to the humanities has in no way lessened, albeit less obvious now. Museums act as physical embodiments of the humanities by capturing snapshots of history – be it a particular time period or pivotal world event – for later generations to reflect learn from with preserved artefacts. The Latin word museum first came into use, according to the Oxford English Dictionary, in the early seventeenth century[footnoteRef:3]; its roots, however, date further back to the Muses, whereby ancient Greek temples dedicated to them were known as mouseion. [3:  https://www.oed.com/dictionary/museum_n?tab=factsheet#35548159 ] 

Education of the humanities was pivotal across much of history 
The subjects often found under the umbrella status of the humanities often have been since the emergence of humanities, which can be traced back through the centuries to the ancient Romans and before them the ancient Greeks. An example of this is under the Romans, liberal arts evolved into seven, though they were divided into the Trivium – the art of communication, including grammar, rhetoric and logic – and the Quadrivium – developed from the Muses with arithmetic, geometry, astronomy and music.
Ancient history cannot exist detached from other disciplines of the humanities due to the focus on humans. Each discipline looks at the same issues however they take differing approaches; by considering the other approaches, a more rounded view of humanity can be achieved. 
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