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Islamic law is one of the major legal systems of the world today and forms the basis of the legal system of many Muslim countries, albeit in a reformed and codified way. In order to understand the basic precepts of Islamic law it is necessary to study how Islam appeared in the Arabian peninsula. Before Islam Arabia consisted of tribal communities who followed “animistic religions”, Lau (2004). The first revelation, and the announcement by the Angel Gabriel on the status of Muhammad as the Prophet of God, occurred in the year 610. Muhammad, who was forty at the time of the first revelation, belonged to the tribe of Quraysh who held Mecca and were also the custodians of the Kaaba. The revelations continued for a period of thirteen years in Mecca up to the point of the Hijrah, 622 CE. The revelations during this period  primarily dealt with theological and ethical issues on the themes of Tawheed (the unity of God), the resurrection and day of judgement and righteous conduct, Von-Denffer (1983). Muhammad’s primary task was that of an announcer and warner, calling people to Islam. The period after the Prophets migration to Medina, Hijra, lasted for a period of ten years until his death in 632 CE. According to Islamic historians the Hijrah marks the beginning of the Islamic History, Masud et al. (2006).
Muhammad’s migration to Medina was as a result of an invitation by two of the leading tribes of that city who wanted him to act as their arbitrator. In Medina the people accepted Islam and the first Islamic community, the Ummah, was thus established. Muhammad, as the leader of the people was called upon to resolve disputes. He dispensed his judgements and acted in accordance with his position as God’s Messenger and thus established a model for the ideal judge, a Qadi. 
The Qadi together with the Ulema, played a significant part in the development of Islamic Laws. The primary responsibility of a Qadi was the administration of justice based on the Quran and Sunnah involving marriage, divorce and inheritance. This position also entailed other functions such as mediation, bequests, and financial administration. During the time of the Righteous Caliphs they personally exercised that office. As the empire expanded the Caliphs appointed their representative as Qadi’s. Recordings of the judgement of Qadi’s, in the form of minutes and registration of legal transactions, took place from 650/670s onwards, Hallaq (2005). It was during the Umayyad period that the Qadi institution became fully developed and represented a magistracy payed by the state, Fitzpatrick & Walker (2014). 
In the modern era, despite the legal and public norms advocating gender equality, many scholars are still opposed to the appointment of a female Qadi. The Hanafi Madhab, however, does allow for a female to serve as a Qadi, albeit with a reduced jurisdiction, Masud et. Al (2006). A major step in this respect was made by the Israeli Sharia Courts by appointing its first female Qadi, Radai and Rudnitzky (2017).
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