Kirsty Jones
Terrorism Assignment 
Terrorism can be known by many through different definitions. The subject of discussion for this essay is defining terrorism. Within this subject area there are many different definitions and comparisons to be made to differ each definition. The two definitions that will be used to look closely at are by Dr. Boaz Ganor and the Government definition. A comparison will be made between both definitions as well as looking at the definition from (Cooper, 2001) . This essay will look at each definition closely looking at the implications of each definition and how they lack consensus. Following on from this an analysis of the understanding within police and terrorism will be identified. Furthermore, this essay will look at two different terrorist groups. These terrorist groups being, Al Qaeda and ISIS. Within these group a discussion of the ideology of the structure and methodology of the groups will also be made. To finish it will also explain how not all terrorist groups fit with each individual definition of terrorism.
[bookmark: _Hlk118490820]Dr Boaz Ganor defines terrorism in three different stages. He states that terrorism “is the deliberate attack or the use of violence that is used against civilians, civilian targets”. The action has been done in order to ensure all ‘political ends’. This is known as all nationalistic, economical, religious and social factors/aims that are the breakdown of known terrorist attacks (Ganor, 2013). From the research conducted                                                 According to the UK government they associate terrorism with “serious violence against an individual, serious damage to property, endangers an individual’s life, causing a serious risk to the health or safety of the public or a section of the public or a section of the public as well as the attacks being designed to interfere with or seriously disrupt the electronic system” (The Terrorism Act ,2006). From the findings of the research conducted it can be identified that there are many different definitions of terrorism. From the two definitions displayed in this essay it can be show that both show terrorism to include the use of ‘violence’ or causing danger to a person. 
There are many different groups that have occurred over the years which relate to terrorism. Firstly, the first group to identify is Al Qaeda. According to (Byman, 2015) Al Qaeda is known as a group of Muslims that began terrorising places in the 1980’s through the Soviet Union, these are known of the war veterans of Afghanistan during the 1980’s. This group was started by a leader who is known by many following the name Bin Laden, as his role as leader he brought together many fighters who wished to lead the ‘global jihad’. According to the BBC (2014) ‘Jihad’ means effort or struggle. They see a struggle to build a ‘strong Muslim society’ and there for turn to war for their religion against individuals who are not believes. From this information it can compare with the definition given by Dr Boaz Ganor that this attack can be seen as a terrorist attack as it displays the characteristics of taking control in “political ends” by displaying oversea territory with religion. This displays the ‘strong Muslim society’ that they aim to achieve. Al Qaeda’s mission is to tackle the United States, their aim is to drive the U.S away from all Muslim lands (ADL, 2021). This came to plan in the 1990s when Bin Laden made the decision to focus on what he stated “bigger enemy”. Bin laden created this ideology for the group named Al Qaeda in order to try and get rid of all Americans. This aim was brought forward in order for the Muslims to protect their faith. (ADL, 2021) shows that this group relies on Islamic militants. 
An attack performed by Al Qaeda was the attack of the 9/11, this attack resulted in 2977 fatalities in 2001 (Katherine Huiskes, 2020). In the event of this attack two planes were both hijacked by Islamic fighters who had the aim to “kill all Americans” as well as “causing mass fear by human beings for the purpose of securing and maintaining control over other human beings” (Cooper, 2001). According to Thomas (2003) the group created by Al Qaeda used a method via the internet in order to conduct their plan to effectively coordinate and carry out their attack successfully. This method was used successfully throughout their methodology in order for the attack to happen effecting electronic systems. From this incident it clarifies that the attack methodology was purely to take control over others in order to show their powers over their religion. In reference to the Terrorism Act 2006 the attack of the 9/11 preformed by the group of Al Qaeda has met all requirements of each sub section within the definition. A phrase stated ‘Allahu Akbar’ which is known in the Islamic state as ‘Allah is Greater’ whereas in the media this term can be known by many as ‘God is Great’. These terms have both been displayed as being misleading. These terms are both religious terms used in two different religions. In all three definitions described in this essay this shows that the meaning of ‘Allah’ is more important to individuals that anything else (Bennett, 2016). In Ganors statement, he suggests the actions undertaken by Al Qaeda fighters are to end political needs in order to emphasis the importance of expressing the religion of the Islamic community. Ganors statement correlates to Coopers (2001) definition regarding the expression of religion through terror attacks showing no remorse or empathy for other communities due to the fear of society classing the Islamic community as not a  “strong Muslim society” (BBC, 2014). The display of terror attacks imply that the Islamic Community feels threatened by the world as they express means of belittlement.
The next terrorism group identified is the ISIS group. This stands for Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. This group is known as a large strong terrorist militant group confiscated the control of large area in the Middle East. ISIS has been found to have gone back to as far as 2004, this is where Al Qaeda in Iraq was known to have first been formed. This group was funded by a man named Abu Masab al-Zarqawi (History, 2019). Later on in May 2010 a man under the name of Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi took over the leadership of the Islamic State In Iraq which followed on from the deaths of his proceedings in many US strikes. He was known to have been imprisoned in the US at Camp Bucca around the years 2005-2009. ISIS have many goals and motives which include capturing and attaining territory belonging to government. Following on from this they want to carry on with the attacks in the West. Al Qaeda and ISIS both share the same characteristics when having a motive as they both seek out to establish a state and to have their ideologies developed into a government (Counter terrorism).Comparing these two terror groups to Cooper (2001), it’s argued that Al Qaeda remains a threat to the heart of the US in trying to expand the global jihad whereas the Islamic State of Islam and Syria remains a threat in the Middle East (Byman, 2015). ISIS is considered “a hybrid and insurgent terrorist organisation based upon characteristics undertaken by ISIS factors, which reflect Dr Boaz as their objective is to meet ‘political ends’ in order to gain “control over other human beings” suggested in the Terrorism Act 2006. An example of a terrorist attack was the suicide bombing that took place at Manchester arena resulted in 22 individuals being killed with around 59 people being injured. This attack was done with an ISIS member (Lizzie Deardon, 2017). This attack alone suggests that the motive of the individual was to inflict mass destruction and fear within the eyes of the public as it reflects upon the principles of the Terrorism Act 2006 and Dr Boaz speech in defining the word terrorism as it’s classified as taking the lives of the innocent to prove and promote religious beliefs. 
In the United Kingdom as part of the police force there is a department called counter terrorism. Their policy includes preventing, pursuing, protecting and preparing. In order to prevent the government have a multi-agency prevent programme that has been put in place to stop individuals becoming a part in terrorism. They ‘pursue terrorists’ in order to ensure that they get the justice they require, this involves working with MI5 to develop knowledge and produce evidence for the Crown Prosecution Service. They ensure there are protecting the public by introducing campaigns that educate and inform work places and the public of the ‘threat and vigilant’ to certain types of behaviour (Counter Terrorism, 2022). Preparing is where they work closely with emergency services, national and local government departments and the military. The preparation for an incident is done through the Action Counters Terrorism (ATS, 2022).
To conclude throughout the comparisons of each definition they show that there is a universal definition of terrorism across the nations. An example of this could be where in one nation the misuse of the term terrorist could lead to a false allegation. It can be identified that there is a large differentiation between the different definitions. However, from Dr Goaz, the terrorism act 2006 and looking at Cooper (2001) it can be clearly identified that they have a similarity in the way that they all relate terrorism as an act of violence as well as terrorism being involved in religion. On the other hand, the lack consensus throughout all terrorism definitions stands and is clear. Definitions can be seen as too broad due to the different laws across the different nations. On the other hand, both Al Qaeda and ISIS have the motives of causing mass violence in order to protect their religion and to gain a more secure force within their groups against US civilians.
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