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[bookmark: _Toc134101941]Role of a magistrate 
In courts of the United Kingdom, magistrates are the entities who hear court cases in their community. The magistrates work to attend court cases, family cases and other such cases. Generally, in the United Kingdom, there are about three judges allocated for a single case (GOV.UK.2023). Under the magistrate, they are a person who works under a magistrate and acts as a chairperson under the magistrate. There has been a division between the cases a magistrate can handle and those a magistrate can punish. The cases a magistrate can deal with are assault cases, monitoring offences, theft, licensing issues, handling stolen goods and other issues. Cases, where a magistrate can give punishments are fines, underpaid or unpaid work to the communities, and punishments up to one year. As per the rules of the United Kingdom, a magistrate is not paid; however, sometimes, they get payoffs. However, it depends on the magistrates and their surroundings' rules.
[bookmark: _Toc134101942]A discussion about magistrates in the United Kingdom 
Some qualifications and degrees are required to become a magistrate in the United Kingdom. The minimum qualifications must compensate for the formal educational qualifications and legal training. A magistrate will get full training to become a magistrate and a legal advisor in court. The age requirements of a magistrate need to be 18 and 74, and the age of retirement is 75 (GOV.UK.2023). Apart from that, the other requirements are - To develop awareness about social issues; the person should have maturity, understand people's ideas and have a sense of fairness. A magistrate should have the ability to communicate reliably and develop a commitment to serve society. The person should have good characteristics and need to undergo rigorous training sessions. These are the essential qualities of becoming a magistrate in the United Kingdom. Apart from personal skills, social and communication skills are also crucial for a magistrate to develop awareness and resolve cases for the betterment of the community. 
[bookmark: _Toc134101943]Primary role and responsibilities of a magistrate
The role and responsibilities of a magistrate are multiple as they work to maintain law and order in the community. A magistrate should be a volunteer for 13 days and have undergone five years of training in all sorts of cases. In different countries, the requirements of a magistrate are different. In the UK, the role of a magistrate works to hear court cases and give punishments accordingly. A magistrate's role is unpaid, so they can also be involved in other community activities (Rab, 2021). The role of a magistrate is divided into two parts, and that is, they can work for family courts, and they can work for criminal courts. The types of cases differ, and the magistrate must gain appropriate knowledge for handling the situation. To become a magistrate in the United Kingdom, a person does not require in-depth legal knowledge. All they have to gain is good communication skills and the ability to understand the fairness of the situation. The key attributes that a should have in magistrate are making reasonable decisions, communicating with sensitivity and responsibly, having the ability to work with the community and developing an understanding of the depth of the cases. Lastly, a magistrate can understand different perspectives independently. 
[bookmark: _Toc134101944]Thesis regarding the justice system
The term justice denotes a lot of certain traits and behaviors, which help people to get fair treatment. In modern society, justice is about providing equal treatment to people with the help of law and order. Multiple theses are available to help understand the meaning of judgment and justice and its philosophical doctrines. American moral and political philosopher John Rawls wrote the theory of justice in 1971 (Rawls, 2020). The core area where John Rawls focuses is the distribution of justice in society, and tries to examine the issues regarding this. The process of justice and the aim of justice should be practical and present in society for the betterment of the community. As per John Rawls, the distribution of justice should be equal and for the betterment of the community (Audard and Forsé, 2022). For maintaining law and order, multiple segmentation can be seen in society. It is essential to distribute the resources equally rather than showing discriminatory behaviors toward the lesser powerful section. 
[bookmark: _Toc134101945]Characteristics
To become a magistrate, there are some qualities, which need to be followed by a person. The qualifications are divided not only by education but it is also divided into some other factors. A person who aims to become a magistrate should have some personal attributes and qualifications to help them develop a good rapport in the community (Finnis, 2022). A magistrate has been chosen within the community and from those who know the local areas. A person has to choose one section, whether it could be a criminal court or it could be at family court. For the criminal courts, the magistrate has to resolve minor criminal activities such as theft and burglary and those kinds of cases, where the magistrates can also punish them for violating laws. In family cases, a magistrate can resolve issues surrounded by family problems. A magistrate cannot give punishments in all cases, but they do it sometimes. Good communication skills, the ability to judge a situation neutrally, trying to give relevant judgments and focusing more on the cases rather than assessing the characters of the crimes are the prime areas and handling such situations are the key attributes that should be present in a magistrate. 
[bookmark: _Toc134101946]Advantages and disadvantages of becoming a magistrate
Every job role has particular pros and cons which require an in-depth examination. The role a magistrate plays requires extra attention, as there are specific pros and cons which has to face by a magistrate. 
•	Advantages of becoming a magistrate:
•	Magistrates works as a volunteer, and they are less paid than judges are.
•	For handling small family and criminal cases, the role of a magistrate is crucial (ICLR. 2023).
•	Magistrate knows their local areas, providing them opportunities to resolve local issues and maintain all the ethical codes and conducts. 
•	Magistrates mainly make decisions according to their common sense, which helps in many ways.
The disadvantages of becoming a magistrate are:
•	In the UK, no concrete qualifications are required to become a magistrate, which is a significant threat. This factor can efficiently be utilized to avoid criminal cases (The Law Society, 2023).
•	Due to the above mention requirements, anybody can apply for the role of a magistrate (Roswell, 2021).
•	Opinions of the magistrate should have relevant.
•	Sometimes, magistrates give their judgments per their views, which is a significant threat to the victims. 
[bookmark: _Toc134101947]Reform 
For training sessions to the newly recruited magistrates, the Lord's chief individual head is responsible for arranging training courses for the magistrates under the reform act of 2005. The magistrate laws have undergone multiple changes to bring more efficiency and accuracy to the law-making process and the development of a magistrate (GOV.UK.2023). As per the Courts and enforcements, act 2007, the senior and president of tribunals have to maintain the equivalent responsibility to provide training and education to the judges. As per the Coroners and justice act of 2009, the coroners have the same responsibility and all the practices are done by taking judicial activities. The acts, which helped to develop the magistrates, have undergone multiple types of reformation for the betterment of the community and developed a better atmosphere for maintaining law and order for the newly recruited magistrates. 
[bookmark: _Toc134101948]Conclusion
To conclude, it can be stated that magistrates' roles and responsibilities in maintaining law and order in the community are essential. In England and Wales, a judge hears not all cases. A judge hears some cases, and the betterment of the community needs to provide opportunities to those with the skills and abilities to become a magistrate. A magistrate is selected to hear cases, and they need to judge cases neutrally so that people can get justice. The explanation of the roles and responsibilities of a magistrate has been declared effective, and this report will help to understand the crucial role that a magistrate plays in providing judgment to people, whether it is a family case or a criminal case. This report has explained all the roles, responsibilities and required qualifications that will help a person to become a magistrate at the courts of the United Kingdom.
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