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INTRODUCTION:

This is an essay report about my research on the virtual learning environment. I would like to do this research to explore VLE in-depth and different views concerning this exciting subject. Virtual learning is an experience of education that is done through digital devices/resources e.g., computers, laptops, tablets, etc. using the Internet. The teaching sessions are taken place online. During this session, the teachers and students are not physically together. Virtual learning entails online lectures, so from this, it can be defined as an environment of online teaching from the teacher/s to the student/s. There are many for different purposes for the virtual learning environment varying on the educational objectives of the lecturer and what they teach. 
Both staff and students use virtual learning. It enhances their teaching and allows more chances for the imaginations of lecturers and students to widen.
A virtual learning environment provides a space for teaching and learning that makes teachers and learners feel comfortable and at ease. In virtual learning, students can submit their assignments and work without the support of the lecturer because it's easy and straightforward to use. It also provides storage places for vital documents and learning/teaching resources for students and teachers e.g., YouTube videos, informative podcasts, articles, etc.


BACKGROUND:
History on the use and development of VLEs 
VLEs have been in use for a while. Universities in England, mainly in the 'United Kingdom,' have been making full proof of digital devices, e.g., computers starting from the 1970s till the 2000s, which was the year computer-based blackboard for virtual learning was exclusive. By the time it reached 2010, Blackboard software was being used by millions of educational organizations around the world. Another device used for VLE is 'Moodle' which was introduced by Ofsted in 2001. It was developed to assist lecturers/teachers to create effective online courses so that quality content could be released for educational purposes. A year after (2011) Blackboard software started being used, 'Moodle' started being used in 212 countries in more than 70 languages with 49,364 sites. Within the UK, in 2008, 92% of education colleges were learning virtually; the figure has risen from the time virtual learning had started being used and is still rising. As the figures started to rise, it became apparent that educational organizations couldn't bypass or ignore it but be more involved in the new move of learning.

Ofsted experimented with thirty-four schools to investigate how virtual learning impacts students' education. The reports showed that more than half of the schools had positive effects on virtual learning. In contrast, during the same period, fifty-eight further education colleges out of two-hundred and eight one were inspected by Ofsted, they also had virtual leaning, and a third of those colleges testified that virtual learning was fully helping them to learn. 
Ofsted also discovered that virtual learning used mainly to teach and upload assignments for students. A few colleges had students that were good with technology, using virtual learning for independent study, which shows how impacting it is. These specific students were also able to assist learners and lecturers in delivering quality and reliable.


Impact of VLEs on Students': 
Virtual learning has had a significant impact on the behavior and opinions of students in educational institutions. They are the main consumers of VLE, so they have substantial feedback concerning the use and experience of virtual learning and its environment. In 1990, Hiltz created a study with questionnaires and data collected from 132 online-based learning students. The main reason for the evolvement of this study was to discover their experiences on virtual learning compared to classroom teaching and weigh and compare the results received. The questionnaires revealed that 55% of the students feel incredibly motivated because other students engaged with them, especially in their feedback. In contrast, the other students felt more engaged because they took an active part through helpful tools, e.g., forums. According to Hiltz, students were highly interested and involved in virtual learning.

Barker, J., Gossman, P. (2013) 'the learning impact of a virtual learning environment: students' views' Tean Journal 5 (2) July [Online]. Available at: http://bit.ly/AtMwtr (Accessed 04 July 2013). 

THE INFLUENCE OF A VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT: 
Barker and Gossman's substantial research study on this implies that consistent and profitable communication between lecturers and students is an essential factor in building the skills to work successfully and have a responsibility for learning, which leads to self-independence, maturity, and discipline. 

(Deci & Ryan, 2000; Seifert & O’Keefe, 2001). 

WHY STUDENTS USE VIRTUAL LEARNING:
•   Control– Students have a say in what they are learning; they can define and add meaning to the information they consume. 
•   Ownership – They have a sense of ownership and the ability to connect with technology, which encourages them to participate more. They are also motivated because they can learn in a way that'll suit them. 
•   Detailed learning– Opportunities to access information in the context that they require are available to have and share with other students. 
•   Continuity– Virtual learning environments offer chances for formed tasks and effective feedback that leads to growth and outstanding achievements.  
•      Fun – Virtual teaching can be fun e.g., with online educational games, group work, interactive class discussions, etc.
•      Communication – This is necessary. It can come in the form of feedback, discussions, questionnaires, etc. Communication, in this context, is encouraging and also used for collaborative learning, which pushes individuals in a group to work hard and do their best.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:
THE AIM OF MY RESEARCH:

1. To identify the impact of virtual learning in the educational systems in the UK.
2.  To understand the 'University Moodle' in the staff and students' administration section.
3. To know how many universities in the UK have started using technology to deliver academic programs – VLE.

THE OBJECTIVES OF MY RESEARCH:
1.    To conduct primary research by exploring the possibilities of establishing a "recommender" feature/feedback section for the content of the app itself used for the university Moodle. 
2.    To conduct secondary research e.g., online journals, online books, articles, etc.
3.    To improve my digital skills by doing my personal research.


METHOD OF RESEARCH:
PRIMARY RESEARCH:
I created a twelve-question survey online on 'survey monkey.com' about my 'University Moodle', sent it out to ten of my classmates on Whatsapp and emailed it to my lecturer. Their responded answers were recorded in the survey I sent; in the survey, they were multiple-choice questions. Due to the variety of the questions asked, the answers change, e.g., one question's answer has the options of 'yes' or 'no,' 'strongly agree to strongly disagree' or the answer including the options from excellent to poor, etc. The variety of questions helped me to successfully explore the minds of the survey-takers concerning the 'University Moodle.' I was able to discover the 'Moodle' from different perspectives.

 SECONDARY RESEARCH:
I conducted secondary research by going online (Internet) regarding my research on the 'University Moodle,' reading articles and journals, etc to collect qualitative and quantitative data. The data I did collect partly from the survey and online was arranged systematically. I put it in a table and from that made charts (pie charts) representing the information received from my survey-takers. 

                                                MY SURVEY TEMPLATE:
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RESULTS:
QUESTION 1-3
YES OR NO

	QUESTIONS
	YES
	NO

	QUESTION 1: Are you enjoying the ‘University Moodle’?
	5
	5

	QUESTION 2: Do you know more about the ‘University Moodle’ now compared to before you started learning it?
	6
	4

	QUESTION 3: Would you recommend the teaching of the Moodle to someone else?
	4
	6






From this survey, it is shown that at least half of my survey partakers are enjoying the Moodle and have learned a lot from it compared to the time they started learning about it. Still, one thing that needs to be developed is the teaching to build confidence within the students to be able to teach this subject to others if needed.

QUESTION 4-6
STRONGLY AGREE - STRONGLY DISAGREE

	QUESTIONS
	STRONGLY AGREE
	AGREE
	DISAGREE
	STRONGLY DISAGREE

	QUESTION 4: From learning (being taught) this Moodle, I have gained skills I never had before?
	4
	2
	1
	3

	QUESTION 5: I’d definitely want to know more about the ‘University Moodle’ in the future
	3
	3
	1
	3

	QUESTION 6: The Moodle was simple and easy to understand
	2
	5
	2
	1



Three students have a desire to learn more about the 'University Moodle.' At the same time, three don't want to, which indirectly means it is generally an interesting topic to learn, but the things that prevent people from wanting to know more needs to be identified and fixed where possible. They have also gained skills they have never had before and found it easy to learn and understand.





QUESTION 7-12
STRONGLY SATISFIED-STRONGLY DISSATISFIED

	QUESTIONS
	STRONGLY SATISFIED
	SATISFIED
	DISSATISFIED
	STRONGLY DISSATIFIED

	QUESTION 7: How satisfied are you with the set up of the ‘University Moodle’?
	5
	1
	3
	1

	QUESTION 8:
How satisfied are you with the resources e.g. learning on the ‘University Moodle’?
	7
	1
	1
	1

	QUESTION 9:
How satisfied are you with the safety of the ‘University Moodle’?
	3
	2
	3
	2



Students are satisfied with the course and the set up of it. More than half are satisfied with the resources offered on the Moodle, which means they are helpful, and they do enjoy the security of the Moodle. There is hardly any concerning feedbacks from this section, which means the satisfaction level of the Moodle, is at a right place.




QUESTION 10-12
EXCELLENT-POOR

	QUESTIONS
	EXCELLENT
	ABOVE AVERAGE
	AVERAGE
	BELOW AVERAGE
	POOR

	QUESTION 10: How would you rate the lecturer’s teaching of the‘ University Moodle’?
	6
	2
	1
	1
	0

	QUESTION 11: How would you rate the software used for the ‘University Moodle’ (teaching and studying)?
	7
	1
	1
	1
	0

	QUESTION 12: How would you rate the content of the ‘University Moodle’?
	8
	2
	0
	0
	0



The data in this table showcases that the lecturer teaching this Moodle has done a great job, and the content given to the students has been generally classed as 'excellent.' The software used for the 'University Moodle' has also been an advantage to the students.
	





DISCUSSION:
Moving to online teaching was very unexpected and surprising; it's something I never saw coming. When I moved from face-to-face teaching to online teaching, I felt hopeful. I knew that despite this significant change, I'd still be able to cope, do well in learning, do my research, and write my essays. I enjoy it because it is something new and I like new things, so this was great for me. I also saw it as an opportunity to grow and do something different within the area of education at university in my life.

However, I did face some challenges in this new change, which is normal, as everything doesn't come easy and perfect. Sometimes I found it hard to entirely focus on the online teaching of my lecturers, as there were unexpected distractions that occurred during the lecture in my house, which was disturbing for me, as my mind naturally can't pay attention to two things at the same time. This meant I could easily miss important information my lecturer is teaching us if not focused. I was able to overcome this gradually by alerting others around me that I'm in a class or isolating myself in a place where I can work and pay attention best. I did find the resources and group teachings online very compatible and easy to use. The app used for online teaching was very simple for me, which led to me easily adapting to the method of the teaching of our lessons; this was my personal advantage to online teaching. The Wi-Fi connection was to a high standard, and my lecturers always did an excellent job of delivering impactive lessons to the best of their ability. Within our online class, the connection and interaction among each other were very good. Without physically seeing my lecturer or getting support in that way, I was still able to successfully complete all my assignments. There was a lack of consistent email replies, but that didn't stop me from pursuing my very best and communicating with my classmates and the resources my lecturers have given me. I didn't let any barriers that I came across to stop me from fulfilling my task of completing all my essays and research well. I do prefer online teaching mainly because I'm learning from the comfort of my home, and I'm personally more flexible in that than face-to-face teaching. This season of being quarantined and having to continue my education from online has come to show me that if anything needs to be done, it can truly be accomplished. Without the dedication and consistency of IT members at my university, I highly doubt this would have been possible. It is essential always to be a step ahead and be ready to progress forward by any means necessary. Online teaching could be the way forward for now, but it has proven and is visible that it can work successfully by the hard work and availability of the lecturers and the students.

CONCLUSION:

In conclusion, Moodle has been a great impact and effect on learning. It has been of a benefit to education in general, and I'm happy I've been able to partake in it, especially in university.

REFERENCES:

n.d. (PDF) The Use Of Virtual Learning Environment And The .... [online] Available at: <https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339135439_The_Use_of_Virtual_Learning_Environment_and_the_Development_of_a_Customised_FrameworkModel_for_Teaching_and_Learning_Process_in_Developing_Countries> [Accessed 6 May 2020].
n.d. BARKER & GOSSMAN: THE LEARNING IMPACT OF A VIRTUAL .... [online] Available at: <https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/29422368.pdf> [Accessed 6 May 2020].

[bookmark: _GoBack]n.d. History Of Virtual Learning Environments - Wikipedia. [online] Available at: <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_virtual_learning_environments> [Accessed 6 May 2020].

n.d. The Use Of Vles In Schools | Teaching Resources. [online] Available at: <https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/the-use-of-vles-in-schools-6063161> [Accessed 6 May 2020].

n.d. What Is A Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)?. [online] Available at: <https://www.fireflylearning.com/what-is-a-virtual-learning-environment-vle> [Accessed 6 May 2020].




RESPONSES FOR QUESTION 1-3
YES	QUESTION 1: Are you enjoying the university moodle?	QUESTION 2: Do you know more about the university moodle now compared to before you started learning it?	QUESTION 3: Would you recommend the teaching of the moodle to someone else?	5.0	6.0	4.0	NO	QUESTION 1: Are you enjoying the university moodle?	QUESTION 2: Do you know more about the university moodle now compared to before you started learning it?	QUESTION 3: Would you recommend the teaching of the moodle to someone else?	5.0	4.0	6.0	RESPONSES FOR QUESTION 4-6
QUESTION 4: From learning (being taught) this moodle, I have gained skills I never had before?	STRONGLY AGREE	AGREE	DISAGREE	STRONGLY DISAGREE	4.0	2.0	1.0	3.0	QUESTION 5: I’d definitely want to know more about the university moodle in the future	STRONGLY AGREE	AGREE	DISAGREE	STRONGLY DISAGREE	3.0	3.0	1.0	3.0	QUESTION 6: The moodle was simple and easy to understand	STRONGLY AGREE	AGREE	DISAGREE	STRONGLY DISAGREE	2.0	5.0	2.0	1.0	RESPONSES FOR QUESTION 7-9
STRONGLY SATISFIED	QUESTION 7: How satisfied are you with the set up of the university moodle?	QUESTION 8:	How satisfied are you with the resources e.g. learning on the university moodle?	QUESTION 9:	How satisfied are you with safety of the university moodle?	5.0	7.0	3.0	SATISFIED	QUESTION 7: How satisfied are you with the set up of the university moodle?	QUESTION 8:	How satisfied are you with the resources e.g. learning on the university moodle?	QUESTION 9:	How satisfied are you with safety of the university moodle?	1.0	1.0	2.0	DISSATISFIED	QUESTION 7: How satisfied are you with the set up of the university moodle?	QUESTION 8:	How satisfied are you with the resources e.g. learning on the university moodle?	QUESTION 9:	How satisfied are you with safety of the university moodle?	3.0	1.0	3.0	STRONGLY DISSATIFIED	QUESTION 7: How satisfied are you with the set up of the university moodle?	QUESTION 8:	How satisfied are you with the resources e.g. learning on the university moodle?	QUESTION 9:	How satisfied are you with safety of the university moodle?	1.0	1.0	2.0	RATINGS
QUESTIONS	QUESTION 10: How would you rate the lecturer’s teaching of the‘ university moodle’?	QUESTION 11: How would you rate the software used for the university moodle (teaching and studying)?	QUESTION 12: How would rate the content of the university moodle?	0.0	6.0	7.0	8.0	QUESTIONS	QUESTION 10: How would you rate the lecturer’s teaching of the‘ university moodle’?	QUESTION 11: How would you rate the software used for the university moodle (teaching and studying)?	QUESTION 12: How would rate the content of the university moodle?	0.0	2.0	1.0	2.0	QUESTIONS	QUESTION 10: How would you rate the lecturer’s teaching of the‘ university moodle’?	QUESTION 11: How would you rate the software used for the university moodle (teaching and studying)?	QUESTION 12: How would rate the content of the university moodle?	0.0	1.0	1.0	0.0	QUESTIONS	QUESTION 10: How would you rate the lecturer’s teaching of the‘ university moodle’?	QUESTION 11: How would you rate the software used for the university moodle (teaching and studying)?	QUESTION 12: How would rate the content of the university moodle?	0.0	1.0	1.0	0.0	QUESTIONS	QUESTION 10: How would you rate the lecturer’s teaching of the‘ university moodle’?	QUESTION 11: How would you rate the software used for the university moodle (teaching and studying)?	QUESTION 12: How would rate the content of the university moodle?	0.0	0.0	0.0	0.0	QUESTIONS	QUESTION 10: How would you rate the lecturer’s teaching of the‘ university moodle’?	QUESTION 11: How would you rate the software used for the university moodle (teaching and studying)?	QUESTION 12: How would rate the content of the university moodle?	
image1.jpg
.1’ Three WiFi Call & 00:21 C @ N 93% ([@a)

< Edit @ &<
() satisfied |
() Dissatisfied

Q Strongly dissatisfied

9. How satisfied are you with the safety of the
‘University Moodle’?

Q Strongly satisfied
() satisfied
() Dissatisfied

Q Strongly dissatisfied

10. How would you rate the lecturer’s teaching
on the ‘University Moodle’?

Q Excellent

Q Above average

Q Average

Q Below average

Q Poor





image2.jpg
.1’ Three WiFi Call & 00:21 C @ N 93%([@a)
< Edit @ & <

4. From learning (being taught) this moodie, |
have gained skills | never had before.

Q Strongly agree
Q Agree
Q Disagree

Q Strongly disagree

5. I'd definitely want to know more about the
university moodile in the future.

Q Strongly agree
Q Agree
Q Disagree

Q Strongly disagree

6. This moodle was simple and easy to
understand

Q Strongly agree

Q Agree





image3.emf
UNI MOODLE

1. Are you enjoying the university moodle?

Q Yes
O No

2. Do you know more about the university
moodle now compared to before you started
learning about it?

Q Yes
Q No

3. Would you recommended the teaching of t
moodle to someone else?

Q Yes
Q No









	



T
'MODULE: DIGITAL SKILLS AND RESEARCH METHODS
[ENNIFER GRACE 0GBUO

1910035

wTRODUCTION:

e e —
o e e\ desh et s
ey ey e, Wi e s
e Bt g e e o o
g e o g e € ey e D
e e o s e e
e e e T e iy b e
o i e g o
e e i
L e e nd
s e e e e o v
T vt
A i e
Ty o e e g
ottt bk s e )
e s i P e

) e g e s
l/lnn,n-}:nm‘u:‘nmmzi—v:‘ﬁ- ol
o g et .o et ot it et
R T

Ottty it s b g
e o e gt Ao et o bt
g o ot




