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4. Printed Primary Sources 

The aim of my dissertation will be to reassess Henry II’s campaigns in Wales in 1157, 1163 and 1165. It will focus on the accuracy of the later Welsh chronicles and place the failure of 1165 as a factor in shaping Henry’s future actions, relations and approach to Wales. This is a short bibliography covering a variety of different sources that should prove to be relevant.

Brut y Tywysogyon or The Chronicle of the Princes: Red Book of Hergest Version, 2nd 
edition, ed. and trans. T. Jones (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1973)
Brut y Tywysogyon or the Chronicle of the Princes: Peniarth MS. 20 Version, ed. and trans. 
T. Jones (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1952) 
Brenhinedd y Saesson or the Kings of the Saxons: BM Cotton MS. Cleopatra B v and the 
Black Book of Basingwerk, NLW MS. 7006, ed. and trans. T. Jones (Cardiff: 
University of Wales Press, 1971)

Three related Welsh chronicles that are accessible, with useful introductions, and translated into English. Though mostly produced later, and requiring some caution, they provide the fullest accounts from medieval Wales of Henry II’s reign. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Annales Cambriae, ed. J. Williams ab Ithel (Rolls Series, London: Longmans, 1860)
Annales Cambriae: A Translation of Harleian 3859: PRO E. 164/1: Cottonian Domitian, A1: 
Exeter Cathedral Library MS.3514 and MS Exchequer DB Neath, PRO E. 164/1, 
ed. and trans. P. Remfry (Malvern: Castle Studies Research and Publishing, 2007)

The Annales Cambriae is another important work from Wales that also requires some caution, but the translation is very convenient. The Welsh Chronicles Research Group at Bangor University provides some invaluable information and also has some versions of the text available online that may prove useful.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Welsh Chronicles Research Group at Bangor University (http://croniclau.bangor.ac.uk/index.php.en) has several different versions of the text, including the B and C texts, online.] 


Gerald of Wales, Itinerarium Kambriae, Giraldi Cambrensis Opera, vol 6, ed. J.F. Dimock  
(Rolls Series, London: Longmans, 1868).
-------- Expugnatio Hibernica: The Conquest of Ireland by Giraldus Cambrensis, ed. and 
trans. A.B. Scott and F.X. Martin (Dublin: Royal Irish Academy, 1978)
--------- Gerald of Wales. The Journey through Wales and the Description of Wales, ed. and 
trans. L. Thorpe (Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1978).

Gerald of Wales is critical to the study of Wales during Henry II’s reign. He provides valuable insight into Welsh identity and culture, and even provides an opinion on the matter of conquering Wales. His details of the preparations for Henry II’s Irish campaign are also useful to establish the lessons Henry had taken from his military activities in Wales.

The Great Roll of the Pipe for the Second, Third, and Fourth Years of the Reign of King 
Henry II A.D. 1155-1158, ed. J. Hunter (London, 1844)
The Great Roll of the Pipe, 5 Henry II-34 Henry II, A.D. 1159-1188, 30 vols, Pipe Roll 
Society.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  This is an abridged version, as it is not clear at the moment if all the volumes will be needed (and also given the word limit requirement here).] 


The Pipe Rolls provide some contemporary evidence, limited to shires and counties, but help to paint a picture of the logistical and financial effort of Henry’s campaigns in Wales and later in Ireland. They can also be used to highlight payments made to Welshmen, in trying to establish that Henry’s appreciation of their abilities developed during his reign.

Red Book of the Exchequer, 3 vols, Rolls Series, ed. H. Hall (London, 1896).
Cartae Baronum, ed. N. Stacey (Pipe Roll Society, 2019)

Richard fitzNigel provides insight into the workings of the exchequer and also includes insights into law and society in Henry II’s reign. The Cartae Baronum, with its possible links to Henry’s failure in Wales, is critical to the understanding of military obligation in his reign.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  It can also be linked to the Infeudationes Militum of 1172 and the Assize of Arms of 1181.] 


Benedict of Peterborough, Gesta Regis Henrici Secundi Benedicti Abbatis: The Chronicle of 
the Reigns of Henry II and Richard I, 1169-1192, 2 vols, ed. W. Stubbs (Rolls Series, 
London: Longman & Co, 1867)
Gervase of Canterbury, Chronicles of the Reigns of Stephen, Henry II, and Richard I, by 
Gervase, the Monk of Canterbury, 2 vols, ed. W. Stubbs (Rolls Series, London: 
Longman & Co, 1879–1880).
Ralph of Diceto, Radulfi de Diceto decani Lundoniensis Opera Historica, 2 vols, ed. W. 
Stubbs, (Rolls Series, London: Longman & Co, 1876).
Roger of Howden, Roger de Hoveden, Chronica Magistri Rogeri de Houedene, 4 vols, ed. W. 
Stubbs (Rolls Series, London: Longmans, 1868-71).
Walter Map, De Nugis Curialium, ed. and trans. M.R. James, revised C.N.L. Brooke and 
R.A.B. Mynors (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1983)
William of Newburgh, Historia Rerum Anglicarum: Chronicles of the Reigns of Stephen, 
Henry II, and Richard I, 2 vols, ed. R. Howlett (Rolls Series, London: Longman & 
Co, 1884–5).

Many significant writers and historians were active during Henry II’s reign. This is a sample of some of the most important works.[footnoteRef:4] They are critical in helping to provide an overview of the period. There are also a number of translations available to help.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  Robert of Torigni, Jocelin of Brakelond, Jordan Fantosme and others could be added to this list.]  [5:  There are also useful translations available, for instance, William of Newburgh is translated in J. Stevenson, trans. The Church Historians of England, vol IV, part II (London:  Seeley's, 1861). ] 


Thomas Becket, The Correspondence of Thomas Becket Archbishop of Canterbury 1162-
1170, 2 vols, ed. and trans. A.J. Duggan (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2000).
Gilbert Foliot, The Letters and Charters of Gilbert Foliot, ed. Z.N. Brooke, A. Morey, and 
C.N.L. Brooke (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1967)
John of Salisbury, The Letters of John of Salisbury, Volume One: The Early Letters (1153–
1161), ed. W.J. Millor and H.E. Butler, revised by C. N. L. Brooke (Oxford: 
Clarendon Press, 1986). 
-------- The Letters of John of Salisbury, Volume Two: The Later Letters (1163-1180), ed. 
W.J. Millor and C.N.L. Brooke (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1979)

Letters from the period help provide an interesting insight, and with other sources create a fuller picture. The letter to Thomas Becket, for instance, complaining of the bishops being fleeced at the Shrewsbury conference can be supported with Pipe Roll evidence to highlight taxation for Henry’s 1165 Welsh campaign.

The Acts of Welsh Rulers 1120-1283, ed., H. Pryce (Cardiff: Cardiff University Press, 2005) 

This is a comprehensive collection of written acts, charters and letters issued by native rulers of Wales covering Henry II’s reign. It also includes the important letters of Owain of Gwynedd approaching Louis VII of France.


image1.png
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU ——
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

UNIVERSITY OF WALES

Trinity Saint David





