Considerations
Programmes combining ALN/SEN and Children’s mental health

🔹 University of South Wales (USW) – MA CAMH
· Children’s Mental Health:
· CAMH: Contexts and Concepts
· Managing and Supporting CAMH and SEBD (Social, Emotional and Behavioural Difficulties)
· Special Needs Education:
· Leading and Managing SEN / ALN
· Working with Vulnerable Groups
· Autism: Contexts and Concepts
· ✅ Integration: Strong overlap between mental health and SEN, especially with modules on SEBD and autism.

🔹 University of East London – MA Special and Additional Learning Needs (ICEP Europe)
· Children’s Mental Health:
· Understanding Behaviour: Theories, Perspectives, and Best Practice
· Mental Health and Resilience
· Special Needs Education:
· Dyslexia and Literacy, Autism Spectrum Disorders, Applied Behaviour Analysis
· ✅ Integration: Strong integration of mental health and SEN, especially through behavioural and resilience-focused modules.

🔹 University College London (UCL) – MA Special and Inclusive Education
· Children’s Mental Health:
· Social, Emotional and Behavioural Development
· Special Needs Education:
· Understanding Specific Learning Difficulties (Dyslexia), Autism: Research and Practice
· ✅ Integration: Strong overlap, especially with SEBD and autism modules.

🔹 Leeds Trinity University – MA Mental Health in Children and Young People
· Mental Health:
· Mental Health in Context, SEMH Needs, Therapeutic Interventions
· SEN:
· Special Educational Needs (SEN) in Practice (optional)
· ✅ Integration: Directly addresses both areas with core and optional modules.
 University of Chester – MA SEND
· Mental Health:
· Mental Health and Resilience (optional)
· Attachment Relationships & Trauma-Informed Practice
· SEN:
· Specific Learning Difficulties, Inclusive Practice, Policy and Practice
· ✅ Integration: Strong overlap through trauma-informed and resilience-based approaches.
🔹 University of Birmingham – MA Inclusion (SEN)
· Mental Health:
· Social, Emotional and Behavioural Difficulties and Mental Health
· SEN:
· SLD/PMLD, Autism, Inclusive Education
· ✅ Integration: Excellent integration of SEN and mental health, especially for neurodiverse learners.
🔹 University of Sunderland – MA SEND and Inclusion
· Mental Health:
· Supporting Social, Emotional and Mental Health Needs
· SEN:
· Inclusive Education, Barriers to Learning, Approaches to Learning for SEN
· ✅ Integration: Clear dual focus on mental health and SEN.

Modules in Common
From the M4 corridor universities with strong integration of children’s mental health and special educational needs (SEN), the top three identified earlier were:
1. University of South Wales (USW) – MA CAMH
2. University College London (UCL) – MA Special and Inclusive Education
3. University of East London – MA Special and Additional Learning Needs

🔍 Common Modules or Themes Across These Three Programs:
	Theme / Module Type
	USW – MA CAMH
	UCL – MA Special and Inclusive Education
	UEL – MA Special and Additional Learning Needs
	Commonality

	Autism
	Autism: Contexts and Concepts
	Autism: Research and Practice
	Autism Spectrum Disorders: Contemporary Perspectives
	✅ Autism-focused modules

	Inclusive Education / SEN Practice
	Leading and Managing SEN / ALN
	Concepts and Contexts of Inclusive Education
	Inclusive Education: Collaboration and Best Practice
	✅ Inclusive education

	Research Methods
	Research Methodology
	Research Design and Methodology
	Research Methods and Dissertation
	✅ Research training

	Social, Emotional, and Behavioural Needs
	Managing and Supporting CAMH and SEBD
	Social, Emotional and Behavioural Development
	Understanding Behaviour: Theories and Perspectives
	✅ Behavioural and emotional development

	Dissertation / Project
	Dissertation (30 or 60 credits)
	Dissertation on Special and Inclusive Education
	Research Methods and Dissertation
	✅ Capstone research component




Wales-only comparison
Focusing on Welsh universities only, the spreadsheet includes the following institutions offering relevant postgraduate degrees:

🏫 Welsh Universities and Their Programs
1. University of South Wales (USW)
· MA CAMH (Child and Adolescent Mental Health)
· MA SEN/ALN (Special Educational Needs / Additional Learning Needs)
2. Swansea University
· MA Education (Wales): Additional Learning Needs
3. Aberystwyth University
· MA Education (Wales): Additional Learning Needs
4. Cardiff Metropolitan University
· MA Education (Wales): Additional Learning Needs

1. 🎯 Primary Intended Audiences
	University
	Program
	Primary Audience

	USW
	MA CAMH
	Professionals working with children and adolescents in mental health or education settings; those seeking CAMH specialism

	USW
	MA SEN/ALN
	Teachers, SENCOs, and education professionals aiming to lead or support in SEN/ALN roles

	Swansea
	MA Education (ALN)
	Practicing teachers in Wales; part of the National MA in Education framework

	Aberystwyth
	MA Education (ALN)
	Welsh-speaking or bilingual educators; also part of the National MA

	Cardiff Met
	MA Education (ALN)
	Teachers in Wales seeking to deepen expertise in ALN; part of the National MA



2. 🌟 Interesting Characteristics Affecting Recruitment or Employability
	University
	Interesting Features
	Impact on Recruitment / Employability

	USW – MA CAMH
	Includes modules on SEBD, autism, and vulnerable groups; offers both 30 and 60 credit dissertation options
	Broad appeal across education and health sectors; flexibility in research depth may attract diverse applicants

	USW – MA SEN/ALN
	Evening face-to-face teaching; optional non-credit placements
	Accessible for working professionals; placements enhance practical experience and employability

	Swansea – MA Education (ALN)
	Part of the National MA; includes leadership and inclusive practice modules
	National recognition boosts credibility; leadership focus supports career progression

	Aberystwyth – MA Education (ALN)
	Welsh-medium option; part of National MA
	Appeals to Welsh-speaking educators; supports bilingual education workforce

	Cardiff Met – MA Education (ALN)
	National MA; likely similar structure to Swansea and Aberystwyth
	Consistency across institutions; strong alignment with Welsh Government priorities





