[image: ]Source analysis: Front page of the Guardian newspaper, documenting the events that took place on January 31st, also known as Bloody Sunday (TheGuardian.com (2012), accessed 14/12/22)

[bookmark: _Int_eQH8qtE6][bookmark: _Int_ldT5fL6O][bookmark: _Int_TYlW9F1T][bookmark: _Int_Z3i0iScs][bookmark: _Int_AxUxRuaC][bookmark: _Int_qV0pjXV4]This source was written by the Guardian Newspaper in Manchester, discussing what happened when paratroopers in Derry opened fire on Catholic protesters, and killed 13 of them, with a fourth protester passing away later on. The reporter who covered this is Simon Winchester, a notable journalist mainly active during the 1970’s, who also happened to cover the Watergate Scandal of 1972. In terms of the source, this holds significant value as it shows Winchester has reported on remarkable events in the past, which in turn allows him to appear as more reliable. Furthermore, Winchester was present in Argentina during the 1982 invasion of the Falklands. Winchester’s experiences in reporting on significant historical events that have taken place across the world lend themselves to the source’s reliability and usefulness, as it allows a historian to compare the nature of other sources to this particular headline, which in turn would allow them to make an informed decision on the reliability of the source. Winchester had been in Ireland before the events of bloody Sunday took place, as he was involved in a controversy the previous year, which was the shooting of Barney Watt in February of 1971, where he was accused of being partially responsible for the death taking place, as the Mp for Mid Ulster at the time, Bernadette Devlin, had accused Winchester and the BBC for simply standing around during the shootings. From this, it is clear to see the Winchester has experience in reporting on conflict in Ireland, which in turn suggests that his works are of value. Another point of note is that Winchester himself was the Northern Ireland correspondent for the Guardian, the paper in which the source is published. This would suggest that Winchester would provide as much necessary detail as possible, while remaining as neutral as possible. 

The source itself contains a detailed description of the events that took place during the actual Bloody Sunday, including a statement from the Premier of Derry/Londonderry at the time, Brian Faulkner, about what his opinions were as to what caused the events that took place. Faulkner stated that “now in one day, more deaths have been caused in a meaningless and futile terrorist exercise" (Faulkner, 1972). This highlights the fact that there was, in this instant, support for the British actions. Faulkner also highlights previous deaths that have been caused by the I.R.A, such as having witnessed “The funerals of two young Policemen in the Bogside area” (Faulkner, 1972). This highlights the fact that although it was the British Paratroopers that were directly responsible for the deaths that occurred during the events off Bloody Sunday, the Government believed that it was the I.R.A that was responsible highlighting the views and standpoints of the Government at the time. Faulkner makes the point that those who were attacking the paratroopers were not actually part of the peaceful protest that was happening at the time, claiming that “after the Civil Rights Demonstrators had moved on past Rosswell Street, separate rioting crowds of 200-300 were heavily stoning troops manning a number of road barriers” (Winchester, 1972). This hints at the fact that Faulkner may have been attempting to paint the British Paratroopers in a more positive light, making out that it was purely those throwing stones at them that were shot at, and that the Paratroopers were almost justified in their actions. More evidence of there being some defence for the actions of the paratroopers is present in the form of a statement from the Major General for Northern Ireland, Robert Ford, who stated “My troops did not go in there shooting. They did not fire until they were fired upon”. This further highlights the fact that at the time, there was support for the actions of the Paratroopers, and that there was attempted justification of the shooting.

[bookmark: _Int_ivSsv9ju]This source features in an issue of the Guardian, published on the 31st of January 1972, one day after the events of Bloody Sunday took place. As this source is from a newspaper article, this is expected to have as little bias as possible, as its main purpose is to look in on events that take place and then relay this information to the general public. The main target audience for this source is a significantly wide one, as unlike sources such as parliamentary notes from meetings, the information within the source is destined to be read by the general public. As a result of this, there would be little to no political bias within the article. However, due to the tragic nature of the events of Bloody Sunday, care has to be taken in the way the article is written, so there is naturally wording that is sympathetic to those who have lost their lives, and the Paratroopers are portrayed in a neutral manner. The newspaper itself, The Guardian, is a considerably well-known newspaper based in Northern England. The Guardian, although based in the North of England, was and still is sold around the country. This fact informs that the main purpose of the source is purely to inform the reader of events that had taken place in near real time. 

[bookmark: _Int_SH1C8tO4]This newspaper was published in 1972, one day after the events of Bloody Sunday took place. 1972 was a turbulent time period in terms of conflict between the British and the I.R.A. As a result of this, the feelings of the British public would have been in Irish favour. The significance of the article being published in 1972 is that the information, and views contained within would be completely original, IE they have not had any external influence put into their views. The bias that is present in the source would have been of the time, and the statement from the Premier of Derry highlights this, talking about how Londonderry “Is a city on which perhaps more than any other the I.R.A has sought to impose its will” (Winchester, 1972). The distain of the British Government towards the I.R.A comes through in several instances, which really shows that the report can allow an historian to obtain a much greater understanding. Later on in 1972, the I.R.A carried out a bombing at the 16th Parachute regiment’s barracks in Aldershot. The reason for this was because “elements of the 16th regiment had been present during the Bloody Sunday events” (Jones, 2015).  It could be said that the events of Bloody Sunday inspired the I.R.A to carry out the attack, which only increases the significance of the events that took place during Bloody Sunday

[bookmark: _Int_uNme7vuS]Something interesting is that another Northern English based newspaper, namely “The Newcastle Journal” had covered events in Ireland around the same time as the Guardian had written about the events of Bloody Sunday. On January the 1st 1972, the Journal had covered a car bombing in a cinema in Derry. While the image of the blown-up cinema takes the centre spot on the front cover of the paper, the bombing is not the main headline, unlike the Guardian. Instead, the main headline is about a sporting show. It could be said that the reason for the different priorities in the headlines is the severity of the events that took place. Comparing the two articles, it can be seen that there is a distinct difference between the tone of each, with the Newcastle Journal hardly referring to the culprits as “raiders” and more simply as “two men” (Linford, 1972). In Winchester’s article, the blame is pushed onto the I.R.A, claiming that it was an act of terrorism that was completely unnecessary.

[bookmark: _Int_ipIDvm2a][bookmark: _Int_ToOGHWqu][bookmark: _Int_gGVPBllf]From a historian's point of view, this source holds significant value, as it provides a valuable insight into the events that took place. The fact that Simon Winchester was there to experience the bloodshed that took place means that he was able to provide an almost first-hand account of the events. It also gives us an outlook on what the premier of Ireland at the time had to say about the events that took place, which would allow a historian studying the Bloody Sunday events to view them from an entirely unique perspective, that of someone who was not directly involved, but the events had a significant impact upon. Also, the obvious fact that the source was written at the time, and by someone who was actually in Derry at that specific moment in time, lends itself in terms of value to an historian studying the conflict in Ireland during the 1970’s. This is due to the fact that the information contained within the source is untainted by any contrasting historical views that may have arisen over the last 50 years. 

The source holds significant interest to anyone studying, or even those that are just curious about the more modern side of the conflict within Ireland, as it highlights the key points of the event in detail, as well as providing some unique perspectives from those who were a key part in the undertakings. Simon Winchester has had experience in covering these significant events, and as a result provides excellent coverage of the events that took place during Bloody Sunday. However, although there is a negligible amount of bias in the source, the individuals who were interviewed were on the side of the paratroopers, and as a result it can appear as though those individuals are attempting to soften the blow of the proceedings by claiming that the troopers were not at fault, and as though they are almost trying to justify the actions.
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