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	What is GDPR? An Animated Overview of GDPR - Usecure

	The General Data Protection Regulation is a set of laws that regulate how personal data can be collected, stored and used. Personal data is any information that can be used to identify the person whom it belongs to. This includes names, birthdays and phone numbers, but can also be data like IP addresses and payment card details.
The organization that collects personal information is called the data controller. The data controller has an obligation to protect the data it collects by keeping it private and only using and sharing it in an authorized manner. When you handle personal information at work, protect it like you would protect your own personal data. Don't leave it out for everyone to see and don't share it unless necessary and authorized.
Data controllers often share data with data processors. These are organizations that do something with data provided to them by other companies but don't collect it themselves. For example, a payment processing company is a data processor. Only share data with processors if it is necessary for a business operation and if you have checked that they have sufficient data protection measures in place.
Under the GDPR, personal data can only be accessed if there is a legitimate basis to do so. The most common of these is consent which means that the customer has explicitly given you permission to process their data. Another common basis is contract which means that you need to process the data to fulfil a business contract or agreement with a partner or customer.
Individuals have a number of rights over their data. These include the right to have all their data erased and the right to have their data given over to another company. If you receive any message or request relating to personal data, it is essential that this is passed on to the data protection officer immediately.
Companies that fail to protect customers personal data or otherwise neglect to comply with GDPR can be fined up to seventeen and a half million pounds or four percent of annual turnover. If you have any questions or concerns about protecting personal data in your job role, ask your line manager or IT support team. Remember always protect personal data like it's your own.



