	
[image: UWTSD new Logo]

Component One: Student Journal (learning log) 750 words +/- 10%
Contribution to Overall Module Assessment: 25%
	Student No:
	2126985
	

	
	
Module Title:
	Hotel Placement – Operating Hotel Facilities.
	

	
	Module Code:
	BMIH4006
	

	
	Lecturer:
	Daniel Payne
	

	
	
	
	

	
Introduction
Reflecting on my position in the housekeeping department at Premier Inn Tamworth provides a unique perspective into both my personal development and the actual application of theoretical topics. Using the Gibbs Model of Reflection, this journal seeks to investigate my experiences, feelings, evaluations, analyses, and subsequent conclusions and acts. This approach allows for a thorough grasp of the complexities involved in cleaning, emphasising its critical role in improving visitor satisfaction in the hotel industry.
Description:
During my time at Premier Inn Tamworth, I was given a variety of responsibilities that covered the fundamentals of housekeeping management. These included managing people, equipment, and supplies, preserving building finishes, fabrics, and furniture. My responsibilities ranged from providing direct guest service at the front desk, emphasising the value of first impressions and client contact, to maintaining the physical appearance of guest rooms. This  experience exemplified the Maslow's Hierarchy of requirements, as articulated by Casado (2012), emphasising the foundational role of meeting basic employee requirements to develop a motivated and efficient team within housekeeping environments. Participating in activities such as bed making, front desk service, and guaranteeing room cleanliness, I implemented Casado's (2012) principles, emphasising the importance of addressing core operational requirements in housekeeping to develop a motivated workforce. This strategy highlights the importance of a well-organized and effective housekeeping service in improving visitor happiness and operational performance.
Feelings:
Initially, the rapid pace and numerous tasks of the cleaning crew at Premier Inn Tamworth prompted a mix of nervousness and excitement. It was difficult to manage time properly while also maintaining high levels of cleanliness and guest service. However, as I worked through these activities, my confidence increased. The gratification that came from seeing the actual influence of my work on guest experiences turned my initial concern into pride. Over time, the camaraderie among coworkers and favourable guest feedback fuelled my passion for hospitality, transforming problems into excellent learning experiences and strengthening my resilience and adaptability as also suggested by Jones (2010).
Evaluation 
When evaluating my work, my attention to detail and capacity to swiftly adapt to new responsibilities stood out, considerably adding to overall guest contentment and operational efficiency in the housekeeping department as highlighted by Mullins and Dossor (2013). Supervisors praised my diligence and teamwork, highlighting the importance of these qualities in maintaining high levels of cleanliness and service. However, time management appeared as an area for development, particularly during peak periods when juggling several duties proved difficult. Constructive feedback on this front was invaluable, motivating me to build more effective task prioritisation and efficiency tactics. This feedback cycle was critical in improving my awareness of housekeeping's essential role in defining the guest experience, emphasising the significance of ongoing development and adaptation in this dynamic industry (Bridger, 2018).

Analysis
My practical experiences at the Premier Inn Tamworth, particularly in resource management and room cleanliness, were consistent with Fallon and Rutherford (2010) theoretical concepts, which highlight housekeeping's comprehensive role in efficiently managing personnel, equipment, and financial resources. The theoretical basis highlighted the fragile equilibrium between operational chores and strategic management in housekeeping, emphasising its importance to the hotel's overall success. Furthermore, Casado's (2012) description of the importance of meeting operational requirements to inspire the housekeeping crew was consistent with my own experiences, which showed that a well-supported and motivated team had a direct impact on guest satisfaction. These revelations not only expanded my awareness of housekeeping's critical role in the hotel business, but also demonstrated the department's strategic value in improving guest experiences and operational performance.

Conclusion
The placement at Premier Inn Tamworth taught me essential lessons about the importance of housekeeping in the hospitality sector. It addressed the importance of tedious attention to detail, effective resource management, and the influence of a motivated team on guest satisfaction. This event transformed my perception of housekeeping from a minor operation to a key component of hospitality quality. Professionally, it developed a deep appreciation for the complexity of hotel operations, which improved my problem-solving and time management abilities. Personally, it fostered a sense of pride and responsibility, emphasising the importance of each position in creating exceptional guest experiences and determining my career goals in hospitality management.

Action Plan 

	Specific
	Measurable
	Achievable
	Relevant
	Timebound

	Enrol in a time management workshop by March 2024 to improve my capacity to prioritise activities efficiently while under pressure.
	Aim for a 20% increase in work completion efficiency, as assessed by my supervisor during the next performance review.
	Arrange bi-weekly feedback sessions with my mentor over the next six months to determine areas for professional development and track success.
	Access and study at least two new theoretical materials on housekeeping management by May 2024, with an emphasis on innovative practices and sustainability in hospitals.
	By July 2024, I plan to develop a project in my current role that utilises taught theories and feedback to improve visitor satisfaction, with the goal of increasing positive guest feedback about housekeeping by 10%.
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v’ Safety precautions )

Premier Inn
Rest €asy

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Wear gloves, eye protection (if necessary), and nonslip

boots.

Safe Chemical Handling: Always read labels, follow instructions, and never mix chemicals. Keep
products secure.
Spill Management: Clean up spills right away and use "wet floor" signs

Ergonomics: Use proper lifing techniques, take regular breaks, and report any discomfort

v Room Cleaning Procedures

Preparation: Gather supplies, wear PPE, and ensure adequate ventilation > Remember

Trash removal: Wear gloves, double-bag if necessary, and dispose of properly. —
. To avoid back discomfort, use good body mechanics when making beds. Training: Actively participate and ask
a Bathroom Cleaning: Use authorised cleansers, disinfect surfaces and provide proper questions throughout safety training.
ventiation Communication: Please report any

Before wet mopping, start by dusting and sweeping the floors. s, IS, @7 WSS

Reporting: Inform management of any unsafe situations or broken equipment. away.

Teamwork: Support your coworkers and

promote a safe environment.
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Introduction

Workplace Health and Safety Importance:

- Prevents accidents and illnesses.

- Ensures safe environment for employees (Casado, 2012).

= Minimizes risks, promotes well-being.

- Enhances productivity.

- Complies with legal requirements (Raghubalan and Raghubalan, 2016).
- Reflects organization's commitment to people protection.

Premier Inn Tamworth Housekeeping Training:

- Equips staff with knowledge and skills to navigate health and safety challenges (Casado, 2012).

= Prioritizes team well-being and implements health and safety standards.

= Aims to foster a culture of care and respect.

= Encourages embracing best practices and fostering a proactive safety culture (Leiter and Bakker, 2010).

I

Premier Inn
Rest €asy

Think safe...
Work safe...

Be safe





image6.png
I

Understand potential risks Premierinn

Rest €asy

- Prevalence of slips, trips, and falls due to wet floors, loose wires, and cluttered walkways.

+ Chemical hazards from cleaning products causing skin and respiratory irritation (Jayanty, 2023).
« Importance of proper handling, usage, and storage of chemicals.

- Importance of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to safeguard against these hazards.

= Mitigation of musculoskeletal injuries from lifting, repetitive tasks, and awkward postures
(Casado,2012).

- Adoption of ergonomic practices and proper lifting techniques.

- Early reporting of discomfort to prevent long-term injuries (Jones, 2010).

- Biological hazards from exposure to pathogens.

- Use of PPE, disposal methods, and hygiene practices to minimize infection risk (Radwan, Jones and
Minoli, 2010).

= Addressing these hazards can reduce workplace injuries and illnesses.
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Housekeeping Safety Precautions

+ Personal Protective Equipment is essential for defence against chemical and biological hazards.

+ Safe Chemical Handling is essential for preventing accidents and ensuring a safe worl onment (Jones, 2010)
+ Spill Management needs immediate cleanup and proper signage to preves

+ Proper lifting techniques and regular breaks to stretch are ad
2012).

+ These safety precautions are crucial for a safe and productive workplace (Bames, 2018).

Room cleaning procedures:

+ Preparation phase: Hot g personnel should wear PPE to safeguard against chemical and biological dangers.

+ Dusting and po All furniture, fixtures, and fitings are cleaned using appropriate solutions (Jones, 2010).
arpets are vacuumed, particularly hard-to-reach places, to remove dust and allergens.
ash removal: Employees wear gloves to safely dispose of rubbish (Bames, 2018).

+ Bathroom cleaning: Use germicidal solutions to clean and disinfect surfaces, fixtures, and th

+ Deodorants are applied to materials, and balcony or patio areas are carefully ck

o prevent musculoskeletal injuries (Cascado,

J

Premier Inn
Rest Casy

Please wear
PPE provided
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Equipment and tools safety

« Prioritising the safety of equipment and tools throughout normal procedures. Makrosafe Website. (n.d.). Good Housekeeping in the workplace.
- Enforcing safety regulations, particularly when operating machinery.
+ Using equipment with guards and heat-resistant material for steam pipes.

= Access to start and stop devices on power-driven machines (Ambardar and
Raheja, 2017).

Premier Inn

- Keeping the area clean and clutter-free to lessen the likelihood of an accident.

Rest €asy

+ Understanding and use of first-aid equipment and procedures (Fallon and
Rutherford, 2010).

= Incorporating safety principles into daily activities to ensure personal safety
and a secure workplace (Casado, 2012).
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- Chemical exposure can cause skin and respiratory irritation.

- Training, easy access to Material Safety Data Shee
of Personal Protective Equipment are a
techniques (HSA, n.d.).

of mitigation

« To mitigate physical injurie itive methods include ergonomic

training, suitable lifti lures, clean and dry walking surfaces,

it design (Casado, 2012).

posed to biological hazards when they handle garbage

lean toilets. Mitigation options include using gloves, following Protective
proper waste disposal standards, and attending hygiene training g'oves

(Raghubalan and Raghubalan, 2016).
must be worn
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Best practices

- Employees must comprehend and follow safety guidelines, especially those
pertaining to accidents and fire threats (Casado, 2012).

- Proper handling, use, and storage of cleaning chemicals is critical.

+ Regular equipment checks and maintenance, clean and uncluttered
workplaces, and warning signs for potential slip risks all help to improve
overall safety (Singh, 2019).

- Employees should be aware of first-aid protocols and the placement of first-
aid supplies and equipment (Jones, 2010).

- Vigilant identification of potential safety dangers is vital, as is reporting
(Boakye-Kessie, Fatawu and Boateng, 2018).

= Regular inspections of machinery and equipment for safety compliance are
required.
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Reporting

« Importance of immediate reporting of safety hazards.

+ Reporting spills and malfunctioning equipment.

+ Clear communication channel for safety concerns (Leiter
and Bakker, 2010).

+ Open team communication, sharing best practices and
safety tips.

+ Regular team meetings for discussing safety issues and
protocols (Jones, 2010).

* Proactive approach to safety, supported by effective

communication and reporting mechanisms.
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I

I

Moseley, C. (2009). 6 ways to improve communication
between managers and employees.
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Conclusion Premier Inn

Rest €asy

- Stressed the significance of strict safety protocols and best practices.

- Discussed housekeeping dangers, such as chemical hazards and physical injuries.

= Outlined solutions for reducing these hazards, including the use of personal protective equipment, correct chemical
handling, and ergonomic practices.

- Promoted effective communication and timely reporting to build a safe culture.

= Advocated for a proactive approach to health and safety, ensuring legal compliance while improving staff and
visitor well-being.

- Proposed incorporating safety measures into regular operations to create a safer, more productive work
environment.
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Premier Inn
Rest €asy

» Our commitment to your safety
Premier Inn Tamworth prioritises the health and safety of our professional housekeeping team above
everything else. This handbook explains fundamental principles for ensuring your well-being while creating a

clean and welcoming atmosphere for our guests

< Potential Hazards:
slips, trips, and falls: Wet floors, loose wires, and congested walkways can all
result in injuries.
Chemical Hazards: Cleaning products may cause iritation or bums.
Musculoskeletal Injuries: Lifting large objects, repeitive activities, and awkward
postures can all result in strains and sprains.

Biological hazards: Exposure to bodily fluids increases the chance of infection.
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