EXCAVATIONS/FINDINGS
More than 450 pieces of Celtic gold

Lange calculates that a minimum of 3750 people lived at the oppidum for a period of
around 150 years and 2680 people lived there for 125 years (Lange 1983, p. 37-42).
This would therefore drive the general assumption that there was most likely a social
hierarchy. It is generally assumed that Manching had an ‘elite’ class, which may have
been referred to as the ‘warrior’ class that would have possessed all the main re-
sources/elaborate items and would have owned most of the land.

Small bronze purse containing 5 small gold coins

Over 200 different types of iron tools

Golden cult tree

This ‘cult tree’ was discovered in 1984 which could be considered
evidence of a social elite or might have held religious meaning. It
is generally interpreted as a cult tree due to a number of character-
istics; it is gold plated and wooden and the ritual interpretation is
based on the uniqueness of the object and on a similarity to other
. : sacred trees from Celtic mythology and also due to ancient gar-
’ lands worn at events such as funerary rituals.

In fact, Sievers said that central authority is clear due to things like coin production

and construction works. He does however also state that this does not necessarily

mean that there was an elite class, only that Manching had a strong organisation

(Sievers 2002, p. 170). B

The large enclosures at Manching are assumed to be elite residences, however, this
is a potentially problematic assumption as items that might be considered to be tradi-
tionally associated with the elite were not found in relation to these large enclosures,
rather scattered around, and therefore do not prove anything about social hierarchy
and the elite at Manching.

West of the settlement, a cremation burial cemetery was found
which can give us an indication of the way the occupants of Manching lived in relation to fu-
nerary rights and possibly hierarchical structure; when excavations took place at the gate-

A house, a Silenus mask and 2 pierced male skulls (Van Endert 1987, pg. 31-57) were found.
The bones of a six year old child were also discovered buried in the passageway. These
bones were accompanied by various other human bones buried in the same location. It has
been suggested that this could have been a ritual to protect the gate— the gate was a pas-
sage in and out of the oppidum and may be associated with rites of passage. Approximately
5000 human bones were discovered and quite often were deposited in pits, regularly mixed

Weapons discovered at Manching also do not necessarily prove or indicate the pres-
ence of a warrior class. Weapons were discovered, in fact, all over the Manching set-
tlement rather than exclusively in one place. Weapons were, however, found near
‘sanctuaries’ which could possibly represent the presence of cult activities or some-
thing related to religion.

with animal bones.
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Manching: Religion
and the Elite

The oppidum at Manching is the best studied oppidum (a ‘Celtic’ fortified town) in

central Europe, however due to its large size it's estimated that only around 3% of
the site has actually been excavated. Arguably, excavations present Manching in a
religious context rather than presenting a social hierarchy, despite the general as-

sumption that there must have been one.
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