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Personal academic interests are of upmost importance when choosing a dissertation topic, therefore, it took a bit of soul-searching to come up with a topic to research. This search was concluded by remembering something which had been touched upon in a literature class, the epic poem of Beowulf. After reading the translated version by Heaney,[footnoteRef:1] the most pertinent question which formed was whether the poem reflected the reality of the socio-historic context it was written in. After deciding that this was the route of questioning which seemed most relevant, the next step was to contemplate on how to do this. Focusing on gender in Beowulf and how it related to the laws and customs of the Anglo-Saxons, seemed to be the route I wanted to take. The reason why the focus was on both genders, instead of one is because it would encompass the entirety of humanity in England and within the pages of Beowulf, instead of just focusing on half the population as often seems to be done.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  S. Heaney, Beowulf: A New Translation (London: Faber & Faber, 2000)]  [2:  Some examples of this occurring include these gender-related texts on Beowulf which I found during the search for material for the annotated bibliography:
Gillian, Overing. Language, Sign, and Gender in Beowulf (Illinois: Southern Illinois University Press, 1990) 
Which is a feminist post-modern interpretation of “not what it means (…) but how it means” (p.26). The book focuses mainly on the females of Beowulf and how they are portrayed to us, and what this is supposed to mean to us as the modern reader.
Jacek, Olesiejko. “WEALTHEOW’S PEACE WEAVING: DIEGISIS AND GENEALOGY OF GENDER IN BEOWULF.” Studiea Anglica Posnaniensia 49.1 (2014) 103-123. This is an analysis of gender in Beowulf which focuses on the role of the females and peace-weaving.
Dockray-Miller, Mary. "The Masculine Queen of Beowulf." Women and Language 21.2 (1998): 31-38. This focuses on Modthryth and the significance of her gender inversion in the poem. 
David, Clark. ‘Heroic Desire? Male Relations in Beowulf, The Battle of Maldon, and The Dream of the Rood.’ in Between Medieval Men by Clark, David (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009) p.130-152. This article looks at male relations in Beowulf.] 

Over the duration of preparing a dissertation proposal, whilst focusing on what the aims were, it became apparent that the topic was simply too large to do in 10,000 words. Consequently, a revised point of focus needed to be found which would prove more manageable. When undertaking the task of creating an annotated bibliography this theme of vengeance seemed to overpower other aspects of gender within the structure of Beowulf. Knowing that many literary scholars had deemed that particular theme an important area of research, and there didn’t seem to be a collective work of revenge and gender with the same themes I wished to study, the project seemed to be of more importance and worth exploring. A revised research proposal was written alongside the annotated bibliography. The process of writing these helped me focus on what research has already been of interest to literary scholars, as well as form a coherent plan for future research that needs to be undertaken.
Since changing focus, the aims and objectives have also changed to to make them more relevant, although the primary focus of gender and Anglo-Saxon society has stayed the same.
This project aims to develop an in-depth understanding of gender in Anglo-Saxon Britain, which will be achieved by researching what other scholars have conferred in the past, as well as by analysing historical, legal and archaeological evidence we have. To do this, a literature review on gender and society in Anglo-Saxon Britain will need to be undertaken, as well as delving into aspects of Anglo-Saxon archaeology and legal literature.
The next aim analyses how gender influences revenge within the pages of Beowulf, and to determine whether this may reflect Anglo-Saxon reality. To do this, it will be necessary to contemplate what ‘Anglo-Saxon’ society was, and to consider how this may have affected the writing of Beowulf.
The use of women as peace-weavers in the poem seems to be an influence revenge, and therefore it seems pertinent to include how people in power attempted to stop revenge, and what this says about revenge itself within Beowulf and Anglo-Saxon society. The question to answer here then, seems to be why females were used as peace-weavers continuously when the practice itself was acknowledged by all within the poem to be a set-up for inevitable disaster. I will try to find contemporary instances where peace-weaving occurred, including whether it failed or not, to discover whether this was influenced by reality at all or whether it was primarily a Scandinavian custom. 
 Like most hard-to-quantify data, the majority of the research will need to be undertaken with a qualitative approach,[footnoteRef:3] primarily focusing on the study of the meaning the literature presents to us. However, with the data which we have in regard to the historical references that will need to be found, there is a possibility of needing quantify the data in a more scientific way, primarily with the archaeological evidence. [3: John A. Sharp, (et. al.) The Management of a Student Research Project. 3rd ed. (Aldershot: Open University Publications, 2002) p.141-142] 






	Block 1
	· Complete dissertation proposal and annotated bibliography.
· Get in contact with Supervisor for advice on how to conduct the research. 
· Decide what specific aspects of revenge in each tale of focus is most important to the research project.
· Progress report
· Write introduction (800 words)

	Block 2
	· Write methodology (1,000 words)
· Read through works in annotated bibliography and expand it with more relevant articles (etc.) 
· Conduct a literary review (1,500 words) with knowledge gained

	Block 3
	· Identify key issues and debates arising in literature review and how to address these (2,000 words) 
· Start to address any arising issues, and discuss these (1,000 words)
· Review written work

	Block 4
	· Continue addressing issues (1,500 words)
· Write own opinion with reference to evidence provided, providing a realistic (and honest) review of how these fit in with past literature on subject (1,000 words)
· Presentation on progress
· Review written work

	Block 5
	· Conclude (800 words)
· Give written work to friends to review and ask for opinions
· Rewrite/Review
· Contact UWTSD binding

	Block 6
	· Review/Rewrite
· Get bound
· Hand in final (8th May)



This plan seems achievable, with a limit of 2,500 words to write per block, hopefully ensuring that tasks do not get left behind over the year. It also outlines projected word counts for each task that will need to be undertaken in order to complete the research.
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