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Introduction
The basis of the modern-day and current crime prevention model is C. Ray Jeffrey's Crime Prevention Through Environment Design theory (CPTED); many scholars believe crime prevention is better than a rection after committing a crime with punishment (Caro, 2016). Application and implementation of this methodology are through Key Crime Prevention Theories, situational theory (reducing the chances of crime), theoretical theory (suggestions of what may reduce crime), and developmental theory (early intervention strategies that look at why people turn to crime). This paper will explore the three main fundamental crime prevention theories and look closely at the breakdown of all aspects of each theory and its purpose. Furthermore, as an extension of these theories, the paper will look to explain the following areas and their methods of application, using examples of their application to crimes of today. 
· Biological positivism (the theory that an individual's characteristics and behavior that make up their genetic disposition which causes them to become a criminal)
· Psychological positivism (the suggestion that a criminal personality resides in the mind of a criminal)
· the differences between Classicism vs Positivism
Situational Theory
Each theory has several subsections they derive from; it is essential to break them down in detail to understand their intention. The first part of this paper will look into the makeup of Situational Crime Prevention Theory (SCPT), its meaning, and its application to crime.
"Situational crime prevention theory is an offence based rather than an offender-based approach to target crime" (Wim Huisman, 2013). Its focus is on reducing crime opportunities through managerial and environmental changes, which intends to dissuade the criminal by challenging the theoretical thinking towards the need or want to commit an act of crime; it "maximizes the risk and minimizes the reward" (policing, 2022). It takes the shine off the reward of the crime itself in simple terms.
Theorized by Cohen and Felson, for a crime to occur, three elements must be present, a Motivated offender, a suitable target and the absence of capable guardians (Miró, 2014). 
The environmental element of this theory is practicality. It includes the application of physical interventions, for example, deterring burglary through the introduction of capable guardians such as alarms, locks, CCTV, chains, additional lighting and sensors. Additionally, the introduction of staffing like police, security officers, and neighborhood watch can significantly impact a deterrent to minimize the attempt of crime. The latter is an unknown quantity to a potential criminal, as the community monitor their neighborhoods through everyday observations, reporting suspicious activity to the police (Tilley, 1995). A disadvantage to this technique is that it can be and expensive approach to dealing with crime.
Theoretical Theory
Theoretical crime prevention (TCP) is, in turn, an extension of the application of (SCPT) focusing on its suggestions on ways to reduce crime. As previously mentioned, introducing such environmental prohibitions as capable guardians to minimize the act of crime is practical and physical, so incorporating this with methods to reduce crime would suggest its intent could lead to productive, positive outcomes in reducing crime. 
TCP is the basis of the theories intended to materialize into practical acts or initiatives; for example, in the United Kingdom, the government set up "The Beating Crime Plan" to protect victims from crime and make the streets safer (Home Office, 2021). Additional suggestions would be community initiatives concerning drug-related crimes and looking at ways to reduce the impact on people within their communities by setting up civic, service, church, youth, and volunteer programs (Lurigio, 1996). Likewise, engagement with each other and the vulnerable highlights that drug abuse should not become a social norm, represented by legitimate practices but through acceptance of defining unlawful ones (Williams, 2010).  
Developmental Crime Theory
Research effectively recognizes the birth of criminal aspects in people and questions why they think crime is the answer. To understand crime, a good knowledge of why people turn to crime in the first place is an essential key aspect of crime prevention; this is precisely what Developmental Crime Theory (DCT) does. DCT prevention concentrates on early intervention, accentuating the risks that lead people to criminality (crime, 2019).
In 1974 (scholar, 2022), David Farrington, along with other academics, such as David Hawkins, Richard Catalano and Terrie Moffit, published in 1993 (thebritishacademy, 2022), believed many variables within an individual’s development influence the growth of a criminal or criminals' behaviors. For example, one of the theories looking at specific long- and short-term influences on development is "Integrated Cognitive Antisocial Potential (ICAP). It specifically investigates the short-term reason why youths turn to crime through the presence of antisocial potential. The Social Development Model Theory (SDM) states that youths learn prosocial and antisocial behaviors throughout the same socialization process (Farrington, 2018).
A snapshot of the United Kingdom youth justice system shows that juvenile crime statistics have increased considerably. In 2001, 2,807 youths under 18 were in custody, compared to 2019, where there were 859, with several offenders on remand. (polatics.co.uk, 22). With reference to DCT, although further along the development timeline as crimes have already been committed, the young offender institutes (YOI) apply the above developmental theories to help rehabilitate and prevent reoffence. The purpose of a YOI is "that of rehabilitation and care" (polatics.co.uk, 22); other institutes include secure training centers and local authority secure children's homes.  
Classicism and Positivism
Within the inner workings of the critical theories, research evidence many crucial factors in a person or persons carrying out criminal activities. A reoccurring theme is present across all areas: classicism, biological positivism, and phycological positivism. History shows monarchs could intervene and have absolute power of punishment and its application. Mooney (2000) claims that classicism is rational in its basic form. By removing classism and developing a penalization of crime through a legal process, a basic central premise exists that all men are equal (Canals, 1960). 
Classicism in this context refers to holding everyone accountable for their actions within society and the laws we abide by, and the level of punishment each crime carries. Intrinsically entwined in their sophistication are two theories Biological and psychological positivism. An in-depth scientific analysis of crime looks at many aspects of the human and then theorizes those individual traits to imply and determine the outcome of who will become a criminal (Fedorek, 2022). Classicism was very much in favor of taking power away from judges that would judge people on status rather than crime and gave more meaning to mens-rea the moral guilt over the criminal guilt. Unlike positivism, which was more about liability than responsibility and had an instrumental influence in introducing juvenile courts. Part of the theory was about crime prevention, making it more applicable. Unlike classicism, it is a restricted theory because it directly addresses crime, not how crime accrues (Canals, 1960).
Crime prevention applied
Crime prevention programs that have proven to work show that by design, description and outcome when applied individually or combined, situational, theoretical and developmental theories have high success rates. One of the many crime prevention programs, namely development theory, shows that statistics are positive by emphasizing youth crime deterrence. Since its establishment in the United Kingdom, the Youth Inclusion Program (YIP) has placed two youth street workers in each priority neighborhood. The aim is to assist and advise approximately 50 of the most vulnerable, aged youths 13 to 16, provide mentoring, homework and skill-building activities for 10 hours a week; the street workers also assist in dealing with violence, drugs, gangs and personal health. After research, the mentoring program results were a 65% reduction in youth arrest and 16% in crime overall in those communities; it was so successfully effective and accepted that the program doubled (prevention, 2016).  Other programs where critical theories are applied worth mentioning are Big Brothers Big Sisters Program, Life Skills Training Program, Kirkholt (UK) Neighborhood Watch and Positive Parenting Program.
Case study: Lewisham violence and vulnerability 
In the London borough of Lewisham, there were concerns around the number of young people involved in serious youth violence, drug dealing and gang-related crime. There was an alarmingly high amount of crime incidents happing, particularly from 2010 through to 2011 with over 300 cases of serious crimes; subsequent analysis shows figures trending downward with lower than 225 over the following six-year period.  
Many of these crimes were knife related. The Evidence-Based Policing (EBP) models of hot spot policing and problem-oriented policing were used to identify and map this increasing violent trend. The situational theory was applied to identify the environmental and social challenges that faced the borough of Lewisham, allowing the multitask agencies involved with solving the problem to formulate a practical approach. The primary method of dealing with the problems was forming specific programs and partnerships, each with a detailed target to address. Those groups were Missing, Exploited and Trafficked (MET), Focused Deterrence, Accident and Emergency, Hotspot/schools, Parents/family work-trusted adults and the Savvy matrix (councils, 2022). With the methods implemented, they were reviewed and adapted as needed. Subsequent investigations showed that the implementation of EBP and the situational theories did have a positive impact; however, the Lewisham borough had resolved only one problem. Recent crime statistics show many more issues yet to be addressed and resolved. 
The question must be, did the application of the EBP have a negative impact overall. Where EBP concentrated resources successfully to tackle one specific criminal issue, were criminals aware of this methodology, resulting in them finding other ways to commit a crime, causing a rise in other crimes. If the survey conducted by Rate (2022) is anything to go by, the current statistics show a decrease in antisocial behaviours of 14%; however, weapon possession was unstable, with a decrease followed by an increase recently. Conversely, other crimes the youth in Lewisham were involved in within their postcode gangs were drugs and theft from a person, which have gotten better; drug crimes decreased, making them 9% and theft from a person by 150%.  
Summary
Today committing a crime is in constant flux; it is an evolving sophisticated, and volatile state of the ever-emerging challenge to those in power whose purpose is to protect and serve and uphold the country's laws. This paper looked at the three main Key Crime Prevention Theories of Evidence-Based Policing (EBP) and the subsequent breakdown of each theory and its purpose. Likewise, it looked at evidence highlighting biological and psychological positivism methods, including the differences between Classicism and Positivism. Within all the EBP methods are the fundamentals of the crime prevention theories. 
At first glance, with so many credited writings and so many points of view, one would be correct in thinking it is a minefield of conflicting arguments. The crime prevention theories question what the attraction of crime is, why a person becomes a criminal, and how the application of early intervention assists in trying to deter someone from committing a crime. Police researchers and academics have for hundreds of years asked these very same questions. 
Countless police and academics alike provide an argument for and against these same basic questions. However, it appears evident that the collective conclusions on the matter are the kernel of the tools that the police use today to combat crime. This is especially after conducting a closer detailed look at each of the Key Crime Prevention Theories, founding itself upon crime being rational, biological, social or environmental.
The framework of EBP, as highlighted throughout this paper, is designed to be adapted on the premise of what works and, most importantly, what does not; only then can improvements be made to increase its effectiveness in fighting crime. Although a relatively new model, it has a core basis, research on its application to crimes, providing results and comparison to other outcomes across all policing and judicial institutions. The EBP model that deals with sharing information is the College of policing, which works center, whose role is "the collection and sharing of research evidence on crime reduction and support the use in practice" (Policing, 2022).  Crime is unpredictable and unstable and ever changing in technique.
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The chief problem in any community cursed with

crime is not the punishment of the criminals, but

the preventing of the young from being trained to
crime.

(W. E. B. Du Bois)




