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In this vlog, I'm going to highlight the changes I underwent in developing my advanced digital skills while taking the Learning in the Digital Era module. Prior to this year and the completion of the module, I had thought I was digitally competent. This was because in the first year, I had experience with using Teams, the online library and submission platforms. What this module showed me is that simply being familiar with these tools does not mean that I was using them effectively and strategically. According to Selwyn (2016), one of the issues that students encounter is that they often use digital technology in a very superficial way and therefore, they do not get the deeper learning benefits of using digital technology in an intentional way. This has been evident in my own use of digital technology prior to this module.
The first major development I made was to begin using Teams more collaboratively. In my first year, I had passively used Teams as a tool to view lectures and to passively listen to meetings. During this year, I developed my active participation skills through participating in chat, sharing files properly, professionally responding to posts, and being able to communicate more effectively with my tutors. The development of these skills also increased my confidence as a digital learner.
A second major development was the strengthening of my online research skills. In the past, I had typically searched for keywords, and as a result, I would receive results that were too broad or irrelevant. The module has provided me with information about effective ways to navigate online research. I now have access to more advanced search options, such as using date ranges, filters, subject categories and using Boolean Operators. The benefits of effective digital research require a higher level of navigation of the internet for resources, and I have greatly improved my ability in this area through the module. These benefits have made it easier and less overwhelming to conduct efficient research with the ability to avoid losing track of myself in vast amounts of information.
Another significant improvement revealed in this vlog is my improved ability to keep files more digitally organised. My files had previously been kept on my desktop, in my downloads folder, and in my e-mails. This caused stress while I was studying because it was often hard to find important documents. After learning how to create more usable folders in OneDrive and how to consistently name files and how to store documents in a secure manner, my ability to be more productive increased, and I became more confident in managing coursework.
A fourth area of development is my improvement of digital presentation skills. I learned how to share my screen and shift between multiple windows, as well as how to resolve simple technical issues during presentation without needing to depend on someone else. Being able to learn new presentation techniques has given me increased confidence and prepared me to be more adaptable in an academic and professional capacity.
Moreover, I have also become more aware of the implications of using artificial intelligence in an academic setting. AI can be beneficial when used correctly, however, AI should also be used with caution as the consequences could undermine an individual's academic integrity.
Lastly, the most significant lesson I learned from the module is the concept that being digitally literate is more than just having the ability to use digital tools, it includes the ability to use digital tools in a responsible, strategic, and confident manner.
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Appendix



The 5 basic digital skills, according to UK national standards, are: 
· Using Devices & Handling Information
· Creating & Editing
· Communicating
· Transacting
· Being Safe & Responsible Online
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