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[bookmark: _Hlk65782584]United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), began in 1989 and is an international legal binding agreement which sets the civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights of every child regardless to abilities, race, or religion. Within the terms of the convention states that children’s basic needs must be met, and governments are required to help, as well as provide an education that enables all children to fulfil their potential (Save the Children UK, 2021). Best to describe the importance of basic needs is Maslow (1943) Hierarchy of Needs which is a motivational theory explained in tiers of needs, with all lower needs being met before reaching their full potential. For example, food, water, and shelter before moving on to safety needs and feeling loved and that you belong, developing relationships such as friends and building on self-esteem before reaching the top tier and becoming the best you can be (McLeod, 2020).
Although children are intitled to an education as stated, there are many barriers in all countries to prevent this. The two countries which will be discussed in this essay is Wales and the Philippines. This essay will identify barriers to education and discuss what the government is doing to ensure all children’s rights are met. Information throughout this essay will be linked to theories and local policies. In 2018 Philippines joined Programme for international Student Assessment (PISA) (Department of Education, 2021), which is an international study comparing students’ performance world-wide and as of 2018 PISA will also now measure quality, equality and effectiveness in the way global competence is delivered in education (OECD, 2018).  behind wales who was 2006 (Lewis, 2021). A statement from Pasig City, suggests this was part of the Quality Basic Education reform plan and seen by the republic of the Philippines department of education (DEPED) as a step towards globalizing the quality of Philippines basic education (Department of Education, 2021), Showing a step in the right direction. 
Philippines have many barriers to education which Wales do not, for example, they have active volcanoes and are subjected to an average of twenty typhoons a year, which can wipe out villages according to (Educate a Child, 2021) who also state the main barriers to education are rural locations, infrastructure, conflict and poverty. David Doyle, (2016) reports the affects of Typhoon Haiyan three years on, which hit central Philippines killing 6,000 people, destroying homes, farms, and businesses, showing how poverty can be caused in the Philippines. Although Wales do see several floods, the BBC reports that Storm Callum which hit in 2018, claimed one victim in worst flooding for 30 years. (Storm Callum, 2021) This here shows how the two countries differ with natural disasters, highlighting children in Wales do not live in fear of natural disasters like the children in the Philippines. Jenson, (2009) talks of environmental disasters causing poverty, he believes it is called situational poverty, as it is caused by a crisis and it is often temporary. However, if they are getting twenty typhoons a year, can they recover from one before being hit with another environmental disaster? 
The economy in the Philippines is mainly agricultural, and the economy rely on shipping and the traded of their produce such as rice, corn, and sweet potatoes. (Educate a Child, 2021). Natural disasters as shown above can have a huge effect on the crop’s growth. This highlights the risk of the economy developing as it will have an impact on trading. Adverse weather conditions are a cause for low productivity for most crops and with many Filipinos relying on income from crops, shows a cause for concern for children’s needs not being met as described in Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (1943). Children basic needs must be met (McLeod, 2020). 
(Educate a Child, 2021) reports Philippines population for primary school age children is 13,311,800 yet 1,460.431 of these are not in school. Showing cause for concern for numbers who attend secondary school in the Philippines. According to a study of The World Bank and UNICEF almost 385 million children are living in poverty, which has been identified in the Sustainable Development Goals (2015), as a main barrier to prepare the youth in this generation for an inclusive and sustainable world. (OECD, 2018). Showing that many children are not recognised as being globally competence, highlighting, the amount of children in the Philippines that are neglected from their rights to an education and also being out of the race for an inclusive and sustainable world, which is included in the aim of the OECD and PISA’s global competence framework. (OECD,2018). Although, living in poverty in the Philippines is a huge barrier to learning, as shown in Maslow’s theory above. Gorden, Bridglall and Meroe, (2005) believe people from low income families and people of colour do go on to high levels of achievement, this shows that less earnings should not be a barrier to achieving.  
To help over-come this barrier in the Philippines and go on to high levels of achievement is a charity Next Step PH who  contributes towards developing a sustainable plan for future growth, they focus on the basic needs of a community such as clean water, education, human trafficking, nutrition and many more. They state that Filipinos living in poverty are likely to be self-employed farmers, fishermen or other agricultural workers and prefer to send their children to work at an early age instead of giving them an education (Next Step Philippines, 2021). The reason for this could be down to not affording to send them to private school as private schools are not government funded (guides, 2021), who also state that the teaching quality in public schools which are government funded to be of poor quality, classes are large, lack of resources and teachers are poorly paid. This questions the Philippines ability to deliver global competence within education, which is measured by PISA.
Next Step PH identifies poverty being a barrier to education and the importance of education to succeed as Gorden, Bridglall and Meroe, (2005) suggest above, Although, Bronfenbrenner Ecological systems theory (1979) shows the surrounding environment to affect a person’s development. For example, the exo-system part shows that the surrounding environments affect’s them through no fault of their own, such as being born into poverty. The Macrosystem component to his theory highlights the barriers of children growing up in poorer countries or one that is subject to environmental disasters previously mentioned, this part refers to society and culture to which the child develops in and influences their perceptions in life. If they grow up with families struggling to provide food and are made to work instead of being educated then their outlook on a global world and their development would not be the same as children from a wealthier country, as the experiences would be different. (Pierson, 2010). As Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs (1943) show the child would not reach their full potential, leaving to question what Gorden, Bridglall and Meroe, (2005) suggest. 
Pierson, (2010) cites The Three Strands of Social Exclusion, created by Levitas, (2005). One is The Moral Underclass (MUD) it is believed the focus is on the individual’s attitudes and morality, for example, having a judgmental view on a person who is living in poverty, which can create social barriers within their community. Jenson, (2009) believes this could be down to lack of local services and even down to a high crime rate. Showing if a family in the Philippines was fortunate enough to send their child to a private school for better education, there is a risk of being judged and excluded because of where they are from. Showing that the child is affected through no fault of their own highlighted in the exo-system to Bronfenbrenner (1975) theory. 
[bookmark: _Hlk65766937]Functionalist Parsons, (1959) believe that education implants values of competition, equality and individualism and everyone is given equality and opportunities (Perspective on Education, 2021). Which is highlighted in children’s rights in article 28 and 29! Children have a right to education and education should develop each child’s talents and personality to the full, encouraging children to respect others at home and in their community (Save the Children, 2021). Parsons viewed education as socialisation, he believed education was the bridge between family and society. Education taught the social norms, values, and skills a person would need to contribute to the existing society (Perspective on Education, 2021). Although Next Step PH shows that not all children in the Philippines living in poverty are given equality or opportunities, or are they taught the social norms, values, or skills they would learn in school (Next Step Philippines, 2021). Parsons statement also highlights the importance of family involvement as education being the bridge between family and society, showing that families who do not send their children to school may be excluded from society, also shown in the three strands of social exclusion (Pierson, 2010). Leaving to question if the children in the Philippines are given equal opportunities to other countries?
Another important role of today’s society which could be a barrier in the Philippines is the use of technology, a part of the curriculum for Wales 2008 the Digital Competence framework was introduced, the framework identifies the importance of the skills needed of technologies to enable everyone to be successful in society today (Hwb, 2021) We are seeing iPad and laptops used more in a classroom. Which has been beneficial to education today especially with the current pandemic which has seen months of home-schooling with the use of technology (COVID-19, 2021). Can people living in poverty and urban areas of the Philippines afford laptops and internet? Would they even need to if not attending school as Next Step PH has previously stated? Who also state that public schools lack resources (Next Step Philippines, 2021), highlighting cause for concern as OECD Education and Asia Society both recognise things are rapidly changing and amongst those changes, are the digital world? (Teaching for Global Competence in a Rapidly Changing World, 2021). This may have great effect on them being prepared globally for the digital world, however, when you think back to 1939 and the effects of not having technology had on children after the outbreak of the second world war, which saw a million children with no schooling (A history of education, 2021). They survived and lived through many changes, so will the lack of resources prevent the Philippines chance to succeed academically in a forever changing world?
According to the annual report on ‘Opportunity for All, on Tackling Poverty and Social exclusion and children in Wales, a family is classed as living in poverty if the median income is below 60%. There are 446,500 school aged children and Children in Wales suggest 200,000 children in wales are living in poverty (child-poverty-strategy-for-wales-report, 2021) Although there is a huge difference in numbers between the two, it is important to remember the overall population between the two are different. However, children are affected by poverty in both countries. A report done by Save the children ‘poverty and social exclusion defining and measuring and tackling poverty’ (Poverty and Social Exclusion, 2021) shows a quarter of low income families admit to skipping meals as there is nothing else they can cut back on, and a fifth of these stress that lack of income was having an impact on the relationship with their children.  Maslow, (1943) shows the effect this can have on a child developing as relationships, love and belonging is a need that must be met for one to reach their full potential. Highlighting the affect that poverty can have on the relationship between many families in the Philippines. Maslow also shows the importance of food in his theory, so skipping meals is depriving anyone from their basic needs.
The lawmaker in the Philippines back in 2013 proposed a ‘National Free Lunch Program Act’ an act which seeks to boost nutrition, health, and academic performance of children in public schools, hoping to also boost attendance (The Manila Times, 2015). According to The DEPED cited by (#ProjectBaon: 2021) over half a million students in public schools are considered “severely wasted.” Even though not all children living in poverty go to school in the Philippines (Next Step Philippines, 2021). What about them?  has being made to work seen them fed? This could also mean over half a million students could be living in a family where they don’t feel welcome or that they belong, does this show the government to be failing these children? Creswell and Willetts, (2010) believe that neglect, bullying, physical trauma, and poverty is a big cause of children’s mental health issues, suggesting hunger is not the only issue for the children of the Philippines. 
Masustansyang Pagkain para sa Batang Pilipino Act, which was approved in 2018, a law set to safeguard children from the effects of undernourishment and also enhance their learning (Cabico, 2018) who also published a statement from the spokesperson of the president; Harry Roque Jr.
“We aim to combat hunger and undernutrition among the youngest members of our society for we consider it a sin for the government to be unable to spend billions worth of budget while around six million Filipino youths suffer from acute malnutrition,” presidential spokesperson Harry Roque Jr.”
Highlighting concerns for the children in Philippines as UNCRC states, that governments should help make sure children’s basic needs are met. (Save the Children UK, 2018). In 1990 Philippines became the 31st country to ratify the UNCRC, yet it has taken 28 years for a step in the right direction at ensuring the children of the Philippines are having their needs met!
In 1980 A new Education Act was introduced which saw local authorities providing meals only for the families who received benefits (Publications, 2019) So, by the figures above students in wales who are living with under 60% income receive free school meals. This here shows the Government identify the importance of basic needs such as food to benefit education attainment, also shown in the guidance document (Publications, 2018) on free breakfast in primary schools, which was introduced in 2004.
According to this document, studies show breakfast being the most important meal of the day and the research suggests children who have breakfast are more likely to achieve to their full potential. Showing the children in Philippines will not reach their full potential, where the DEPED considered over half a million children ‘severely wasted’ (#ProjectBaon: 2021). Meaning they have lower levels of education attainment. The aim is to help improve health and concentration to children which assist in raising the standards of learning and attainment. This scheme had proved to be working and transferred from the grant funding to the revenue support grant (RSG), this saw the free breakfast protected legally and section 88 of the 2013 Act places duty on local authorities to provide breakfast in primary school (Publications, 2018). This here is a statement that for a child to concentrate and reach their full potential academically and in health then they can-not be severely wasted! However, if the Philippines adapted this approach to improve education attainment, it would not solve all their problems and be beneficial in getting Philippines educated and to become self-reliant, as not all children attend school.
[bookmark: _Hlk65787421]A non-governmental organisation Bahay Tuluyan who work towards improving the lives of children by providing programs and services aimed at preventing and responding to abuse and exploitation of children in the Philippines. One program is ‘Self Reliance and Social Enterprise’ This programs aim is to enable the youth to be more self-reliant by giving them opportunities to do on the job training as ‘Social Enterprise Youth Associates. (SEYA). This is taking a social constructivism’s approach through interaction with the environment, with the aim on developing the ability to problem solve, interoperate, and create new ideas, building on what the learner already knows (Self Reliance & Social Enterprise, 2021). Learning through a hands-on approach. Pond, (2013). An approach which is fundamental in Dewy, (1938) theory. As shown above by (Next Step Philippines, 2021), children are sent to work instead of school, showing they have little skills in other areas than what they have been made to do from a young age, the charity also claim due to little skills many children are sold or may even sell themselves, which is worrying since there has been an increase on online trafficking.
The Philippines department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) are concerned about the increase of online trafficking (Next step Philippines, 2019). Who also cites a recent UNICEF report showing that child pornography is globally ranked number 1 and according to DSWD cited by (Next Step Philippines, 2019), governmental agencies and anti-child abuse groups have their hands tied due to the limitations and lack of advanced technology, this being the reason online child trafficking avoids detection! The UNCRC prohibit child prostitution, child pornography and the sale of children into slavery, again questioning if the government are failing the children in the Philippines. If the Government have limitations to advanced technology what does that mean for education? This shows how far they are behind wales as (Hwb, 2021) state technology skills are needed to be successful today and is shown in the digital competence framework (2008). 
Bahay Tuluyan identifies the importance and uses the UNCRC as a teaching tool in delivering their program’s. They recognise that Philippines had signed and ratified the UNCRC, however, they state many government policies that still do not include or recognize children (Self Reliance & Social Enterprise, 2021). Which, again questions if children in the Philippines are being let down by their government? Although, there are many acts in the Philippines which agree with the UNCRC such as, the 1987 Constitution, Republic Act 9155, Governance of basic Education Act 2001, and Republic Act 6655 (Republic Act GOVPH, 2013). These laws reaffirm the policy of the state to protect and promote the rights of all Filipinos by providing children free and compulsory education. Compulsory meaning required by these laws yet so many children in the Philippines go without education, as shown above by Next Step PH charity and instead, are made to work.
Wales have identified the importance of policies and frameworks in the best interest of the child. Careers and the World of Work is a framework for 11-19-year olds in wales. Students between these ages should be given opportunities to develop awareness of potential career options, students in year 10 are given the chance to do a two-week work placement in their community. It is a chance to do real work for an employer giving them experience through a hands-on approach (Career Wales, 2010). Dewy, (1938) shows a hands-on approach is the key to learning in his theory. Like the non-government funded organisation offers the Philippine’s who need guidance and help. This is seen as a holistically approach into preparing students for the challenges of the working world, which is documented in the aims of the Personal Social Education Framework, (2008) (PSE) in preparing students’ for lifelong learning by encouraging students to develop choices which creates opportunities. The PSE also aims to build self-esteem and a sense of responsibility. Shown in the four purposes of the curriculum Wales framework (Hwb, 2017).
Research included in this essay highlights cause for concern for the children who are living in poverty in the Philippines, it also questions if the Government has done enough to protect children and their rights. Research suggests education in Philippines to be behind Wales when it comes to preparing the youth of today for an inclusive and sustainable world. Through lack of quality teaching, lack of resources and poverty which is a main factor in severely wasted children in the Philippines, as shown above. This essay leaves to question if the Philippines have taken the UNCRC seriously as shown many children live in poverty do not attend education, breaching the legally binding contract they signed up to.
This essay also indicates Wales to be a step ahead of the Philippines in identifying the needs of a child for education attainment and basic needs which is highlighted throughout by Maslow’s (1943) hierarchy of needs. Again, with preparing today’s youth for an inclusive and sustainable world through the new curriculum and the 2008 digital competence framework, things mentioned here is what education in the Philippines lack. The way education is taught, and life-long learning embedded into the curriculum with using the PSE framework, which shows that students in wales are encouraged by developing their choices to create opportunities (Hwb, 2017).
Although this essay shows that the Philippines have a long way to go in preparing the children for an inclusive and sustainable world, it has not gone unnoticed that they have recently made steps in the right direction. Showing they identify the benefits of a sustainable global education to benefit society and employment within their country. Joining Pisa which was seen by the DEPED as a step towards globalizing the education in the Philippines is a step in the right direction especially with the Global competence framework being added to PISA the same year. However, research shows that not all children in the Philippines attend education or make it to secondary school where PISA, test and measure student’s abilities and capabilities, meaning this step is not beneficial to those who do not attend school. (OECD, 2018).
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