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[bookmark: _Hlk515005863]THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD (UNCRC) Is an international agreement that protects the rights of children under the age of 18. It recognises their basic rights to meet their additional needs to protect the most vulnerable groups from harm. It consists of 54 Articles the first 42 set out how children should be treated (Welsh Government, 2015).

Article 3 - All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child (Welsh Government, 2015).
· It is everyone's responsibility to safeguard a child according to Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (Welsh Government, 2015).
· Practitioners should use critical reflective practice when making decisions about what is right for children and their families (Kingdon and Gourd. 2014)
· Everyone supporting a child should work together placing the child at the centre to meet their needs and improve their lives (Beckley, 2012).
· Local authorities are required to make arrangements to safeguard children and promote their wellbeing (Children's Act 2004).
· Practitioners have the responsibility to make decisions and judgements in a wide range of situations and should use policies and guidelines to provide the information necessary (Kay, 2012).
· Child's welfare is paramount regardless of conflict with the parents’ rights to raise a child in privacy (Kay, 2012).
· Early Years Foundation Stage recognises that parents are central to a child's wellbeing; practitioners should offer support to help extend learning at home (Hallet, 2013).
· Children’s Holistic development needs family, community and children's services need to work together to support children reaching their full potential (Beckley, 2012).
· GP’s, midwives, health visitors and other specialists such as obstetricians will all work together to implement all aspects of a healthy child program (Healthy child program, 2009)
· Five main groups of multi-agency working are: health services, education, children's social care services, voluntary sector organisations, and private sector services. Some work at a national level, but the majority are at local level authority using the national policy, legislation and guidelines (Kay, 2012).
[bookmark: _MV3BS_4][bookmark: BRANCH_4][bookmark: _Toc4400024]Article 28 - Children have a right to an education. Discipline in school should respect children's human dignity. Primary education should be free. Wealthy countries should help poorer countries achieves this (Welsh Government, 2015).
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Practitioners should include parents in a child's education as much as possible. This can be done by making the setting welcoming as well as inviting parents / carers to work alongside children and invite them in to see their work. Practical sessions to show how mathematics is being taught. Newsletters that are easy to read and understand (Beckley, 2012).
· Parents are a child's educators too and are key partners in supporting their education and development (Hallet, 2013).
· Government initiatives have been established to help support children and families from Gypsy, Roma and Traveller (GRT) communities. There are also initiatives provided by local authorities and voluntary organisations supporting GRT families with services designed for their needs in local areas; these include children's centres, play bag and the learning bus (Devarakonda, 2013).
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Article 12 – children have the right to say what they think should happen, when adults are making decisions that affect them, and have their opinions taken into account (Welsh Government, 2015).
· Practitioners should show an awareness of a child's voice when planning, allowing a child’s participation supports their rights and well-being (Beckley, 2012).
· Children's rights encourage children to use their voices, to be heard and facilitating their ability to make decisions for themselves (Kay, 2012).
· Maria Montessori strongly believed in listening to the child (Mooney, 2013).
· Giving children the opportunity to have a say in the decisions that affect and improve their learning and enable them to feel more included in a school setting, it can also help to improve behaviour and attendance (Palaiologou, 2012).
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Article 31 – all children have a right to relax and play and join in a wide range of activities (Welsh Government, 2015).
· OFSTED's role is to identify how well settings are providing duty of care for children, the current inspection arrangements for early years was guided by the Childcare Act 2006 (Palaiologou, 2012).
· Play is central to learning and increases the chances of children to fully participate in their own development (UNICEF, 2006).
· Play can assist with enabling a child to come to terms with a traumatic experience (Play England, 2007).
· All areas of a child’s learning are integrated and supports children’s development and assists them in learning a wide variety of skills that they will need for life. Play is a vitally important part of childhood allowing children the opportunity to try out in relative safety, strategies to new and unexpected situations  (Play wales, 2016).
· Children use play to learn about their surroundings and the world we inhabit (WAG, 2012).
· Play supports children’s ability to learn, as well as their physical and mental development. It also includes physical activity which will help maintain a healthy weight (Environ, 2015).
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