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Colin Mortlock can be seen as a pioneer for outdoor adventure education. As Colin has becoming older he has moved more to the theory side of the outdoors. The respect he has gained in his field is primarily based on his personal reflections from his experiences. These experiences were from both leading vast adventures with young people and adults and his own solo adventures as well. He has been known to be one of the best British rock climbers and in the alps made the first British ascents. After his expeditions to the artic and Himalaya’s he turned his focus to both surfing and white-water kayaking. In 1981 he made the decision to do a sea kayak expedition along side the coastline of Alaska on his own where he journeyed 1000km.
Around about ten years after his kayak expedition he became disheartened with higher education as he thought it to be corrupt which forced him to retire. However, even in retirement it didn’t stop him from keeping his lifestyle with the great outdoors as he carried on doing a lot of solo adventures which could anything such as walks along coastlines or in large mountains. After the death of his wife Annette in 2003 he secluded himself from the out-side world to try and figure out her values and in her own words the reason for her being in a “bubble of happiness”. After looking deeper, he realised that her values were to do with the essential meaning of wild Nature which is purity, peace and adventure. From doing this research I can see that Colin was a true pioneer and a life devoted to working in the great outdoors can have great import ants.  
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