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·  Introduction 
· The benefits of bilingualism 
· Bialystok (2010) suggests bilingualism enhances attention control and problem-solving skills.
· Poarch & Van Hell (2012) note developmental outcomes may vary based on age and proficiency levels.
· Welsh Government (2019) and Lemberger (2008) emphasize bilingualism's significance in early childhood for cultural identity, societal development, and cognitive and linguistic growth.
· Grosjean (2010) and Low (2017) emphasize bilingualism's role in nurturing cultural awareness and appreciation.
· Baker (2011) highlights bilingualism's importance in enhancing cognitive flexibility.
· Heugh & Skutnabb-Kangas (2011) mention challenges for young bilingual learners regarding identity formation and integration.
· SSA & Hatt (2013) argue for a supportive and inclusive learning environment to address these challenges.
· Smidt (2016) notes bilingualism's link to improved problem-solving and decision-making skills.
· Chen and Padilla (2011) affirm bilingualism enhances cognitive skills.
· Early Years Alliance (no date) acknowledges variability in cognitive benefits based on proficiency and exposure levels.
· Lightbrown & Spada (2013) stress the necessity of tailored support and resources for bilingual learners.
· Vygotsky's sociocultural theory (1978) suggests bilingualism shapes cognitive abilities, cultural understanding, and social interaction.
· Welsh as an Additional Language (WAL)
· Welsh Government (2022) highlights the significance of Welsh as an Additional Language (WAL) in early years education for promoting and preserving the Welsh language.
· García & Baetens Beardsmore (2009) explain that despite Welsh being native to Wales, many consider it an additional language due to historical and social factors.
· Welsh Government (2019) and SSA & Hatt (2013) stress the need for tailored language instruction to accommodate diverse backgrounds and learning styles.
· Estyn (2019) emphasizes the importance of educators being equipped with skills to create inclusive learning environments.
· Engaging with Welsh language in early years education contributes to linguistic diversity and cultural enrichment within Wales (García & Baetens Beardsmore, 2009).
· The activity fosters a sense of belonging and pride among WAL learners, strengthening their connection to the Welsh-speaking community and nurturing cultural identity (Estyn, 2019).
· Estyn (2019) emphasizes the importance of inclusive promotion of Welsh as an additional language sensitive to diverse linguistic backgrounds and identities of learners.
· Chen & Padilla (2011) highlight the importance of ensuring all children feel valued and included in the learning process.
· How bilingualism affects brain development
· Michigan State University (2019) underscores the importance of brain development in early childhood, especially in language acquisition and motor skills.
· Yamamoto & Sakai (2017) and Hickok & Poeppel (2020) stress the significance of rich language experiences, like exposure to bilingual songs, in supporting the development of language-related brain regions.
· Pliatsikas et al. (2020) highlights the interconnection between language development and motor skills, crucial for speech production.
· Incorporating musical elements into language learning activities enhances auditory processing skills and cultural engagement (Trainor et al., 2020).
· Wei (2011) notes bilingualism may pose challenges for identity development.
· Hands-on activities, such as the colour recognition game, aid in developing neural circuits connecting language processing and motor coordination (Hoffman, 2020).
· Weisberg, Hirsh-Pasek and Golinkoff (2013) suggest play facilitates language learning by incorporating socially interactive and cognitive elements.
· The Corner Colour game in the activity provides such a play-based approach to language learning.
· Discuss divergent thinking with relation to the activity.
· Gatbonton & Trofimovich (2021) highlight music's effectiveness in multilingual language development in early childhood.
· Incorporating bilingual songs into early education, as demonstrated in the activity, aids in language learning by allowing children to repeat and memorize vocabulary and linguistic structures (Trehub, 2018).
· Singing songs in both English and Welsh fosters language flexibility and divergent thinking by exposing children to different linguistic representations of the same idea (Runco & Jaeger, 2012).
· The activity encourages children to generate multiple associations and connections between colours in each language, promoting divergent thinking and alternative categorization (Benedek et al., 2014).
· By integrating elements of Welsh language and culture, the activity enhances children's divergent thinking skills and promotes cultural sensitivity and appreciation (Xia, An & Guo, 2022; Gilhooly, 2016).
· Frameworks
· The activity aligns with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework, fostering creativity, critical thinking, and key skills such as communication, personal, social, and emotional development, and expressive arts and design (Department for Education, 2023).

· The EYFS framework emphasizes cultural diversity and inclusion, which is addressed through the activities' incorporation of Welsh language and culture, promoting equality and diversity (Department for Education, 2023).
· The activities encourage active participation and engagement, central to the EYFS framework's learning through play approach, fostering social and communication skills (Department for Education, 2023; Learning Matters, 2021).
· By aligning with the Welsh Government's requirements, the activities demonstrate a commitment to developing language skills and cultural awareness from an early age, enhancing children's learning experiences in Wales (Welsh Government, 2015).
· Short conclusion 
· Future practice
· Thank you listening.
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