Consolidation Question Tutorial 7

You are acting on behalf of Abigail Atkins who is bringing a claim for damages to compensate her for injuries she sustained as a result of a road traffic accident with Bartholemew Bryant on 05/05/2020. The claim is valued at £17,000. Proceedings have been issued. Allocation is due to take place is due to take place next week.
Ms Atkins claims that she was cycling through Leicester when Mr Bryant turned left in his car across her path, causing her to fall off her bike. The car which turned left did not stop, however Camilla Cilentro  who was in a vehicle behind saw the accident and made a note of the registration and car details which she handed to Ms Atkins along with a business card with her contact details on. Ms Cilentro is an Italian business-person who was in Leicester on holiday. Ms Atkins did not record the details of the car herself.
Mr Bryant has filed a defence denying liability. He accepts that he was driving through Leicester that day and did turn left at the junction where the accident takes place, however he does not admit that he was the person who caused the accident.
You have attempted to contact Ms Cilentro on the number provided in Milan. Her company tells you that she no longer works there and they do not have a forwarding address.
1. What direction is the court likely to make in respect of the service of evidence? (2 marks)

2. What steps will you need to take to ensure that Ms Atkins can adduce the evidence which supports her claim? (9 marks)

3. What weight will the judge attach to the evidence of Ms Cilentro (7 marks)

Part of Ms Atkins’ claim is for a fractured ankle. The defence dispute that this injury could have been caused in an accident of this type and suggest that it must have been caused subsequently. You wish to call an expert witness to prove that the injury is consistent with the accident as described.
4. What steps will you need to take to be able to put in evidence an expert’s report?
