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Context & Historical background
The All Saints Church and The Norton House Hotel are both situated in Mumbles, Swansea, and are classed as grade II listed buildings. The All Saints Church, for its “Substantial medieval fabric and good interior detail including early medieval piscina and font and C20 glass” (Urban Design and Conservation, 1999)., and The Norton House Hotel, for “Retaining its original character, of a type once familiar in the district” (Urban Design and Conservation, 1999). The church is speculated to be built upon a Roman villa site and was first recorded 1141, whereas the Norton House Hotel was constructed several hundreds of years following, in the late 18th Century, by Italian craftsmen. The orientation of both the All Saints Church and the Norton House Hotel run parallel alongside the nearby coast which contrasts the modern landscape with the majority of the surrounding architecture facing the coast. The All Saints building has a Gothic style with the use of ribbed doorways, lancet windows and buttresses, however with restoration and construction throughout the years, a subtle sense of verticality becomes noticeable throughout the building. Contrastingly, the style of the hotel is Palladian, which is uncommon for the 18th century, as the Rococo style was most frequently used at this time throughout Europe. Furthermore, the hotel has Doric columns and semi-circular arches deriving from the Greek and Roman origins of this neoclassical style.

Plans & Section
The floor plan of the All Saints Church shows a gradual increase in the wall thickness from the buildings entrance through to its rear. The increase shown is due to the design of the buildings structure, with the taller features of the church towards the back, resulting in thicker walls to ensure the structural stability of the church. Furthermore, the church roof is constructed using angled struts which reside above collar beams, within curved trusses. The Norton House Hotel mainly uses load bearing walls as a result of the centralised network of private rooms on the ground floor, this creates a flush aesthetic to the interior to reflect the flawlessness and elegance of the Palladian design style. However, the floor plan shows that in the restaurant room two pillars are used parallel to each other, due to the large open nature of the space. The pillars provide structural support to the Norton House Hotel whilst allowing the design of the building flow more naturally.

Materials & Light
Due to its many refurbishments the All Saints Church can be categorised into the original building and the newly built. The original building is constructed from rubble stone as well as a restored slate roof and an assortment of aged windows. The use of the rubble stone, presumably as a result of the technological and material limitations of the time, enhances the gothic appearance and creates a stereotypical church aesthetic to the building. The newly refurbished features of the church have a perpendicular style and uses a rock faced stone as well as a bath stone covering. The windows of the church are a mixture of transept, mullioned and clerestory windows as well as a variety of others showing the style influence at the times of refurbishment. The contrast between the materials of the original and newly built features tarnishes the traditional and overall aesthetic of the church’s appearance. The Palladian style of the Norton House Hotel contains fishscale slates on a swept roof as well as large 12-pane hornless sash windows to allow lots of natural lighting within the space. Unlike the All Saints Church, despite the additional refurbishments in the 19th century the Norton Hotel retained its neoclassical style and elegant aesthetic. 

Use
Similarly to the Norton House Hotel the All Saints Church is for public use, with both buildings having a combination of private and public rooms. The interior of the All Saints Church is divided into 3 rooms as well as a tower towards the south aisle, as you enter the building there is a large open space for seating, services and public use. The building progresses through to two private rooms towards the back of the church which creates separate and enclosed environments for private use. Alternatively, the Norton House Hotel has 2 main public use rooms, the function room and the restaurant, as well as multiple private smaller rooms that are easily accessible with the layout of the hotel. However, the All Saints church takes a different approach, as towards the rear of the building there is a tower purely accessible from the exterior of the building, this entrance is a potential ineffective use of the space as despite the grandeur of the entrance it would be more effective to allow access from the main interior of the church for a more productive layout.
Conclusion 
To conclude, despite the closeness in proximity between the All Saints Church and the Horton House Hotel, the two buildings have a vast number of contrasts deriving from the construction period of each building. The gothic style, and the materials used in the All Saints Church creates an aesthetically pleasing but coarse appearance to the building, which opposes the elegant and classical appearance of the Norton House Hotel that is acquired through the Palladian architectural style of the building. However, despite the contrast in appearance, both buildings are connected through their function to facilitate the public, in order to fulfil the purpose of construction. The investigation into the comparisons of these two buildings has furthered my appreciation for architecture in the local and wider community as the buildings have an individual, rich historical background and capture the time of their construction. 
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