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Central hall in the house of the
Vizier Nakht

m central chamber was
usually square ,
nucleus of the house
plan, could have been
used as a living area

m higher walls than
elsewhere in the

m larger niches probably

house contained a stela /
® Numerous doorways: altar representing
strict pattern of royal family / prayer

symmetry and niches to Aten disk.
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Figure 7. Indo«
drawing from ]
el-Amarna (Be:
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Fic. 2. Domestic altar with approaching staircase in house P47.22 (after Borchardt and Ricke,
Die Wohnhdiuser, 132, Abb. 18; courtesy of the DOG and the DAI).




Fig. 3. Plan of house M50.1 with possible domestic altar in room 9, opening off the north-east
corner of the central room (after Borchardt and Ricke, Die Wohnhdiuser,
Hausplan 93; courtesy of the DOG and the DAI).
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Personal piety in Deir el-Medina

Figure ro. An ancestor bust from Deir el Medina. Courtesy of the Staatliche
Museen zu Berlin—Preufiischer Kulturbesitz Agyptisches Museum und
Papyrussammlung, no. 20914.
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Ancestor busts

Private ancestor worsnip

75 of 150 known from DeM, some from Amarna
10-25 cm high, made of sand- or limestone
Portable objects

Rare traces of colour: red and yellow: gender open to
question (red sometimes used for fertile figurines!)

Most tripartite wig, wsh collar, painted lotus blossom
around neck

0 Nearly no inscriptions
Found in DeM, fallen out of niches in 15t and 2" room
0 Represent akh-n-jkr

O O O O 0O Od

O



Akh-n-jkr stela: represents divinized ancestors

3h jkr n R — the able
spirit of Ra

Inscriptions: short or
more expansive

Some shows offerings

>0fferings for

recently deceased

onhes, which are

maybe worshipped: & : —
- - 1 Figure 8. °h ikr n R’ stela from Deir el Medina. Drawn by Mary Winkes,

galn Interventlon and affcr a ira;n.ring fch}an itl 1 Dem::ét, The =ES' ikr n R'Stet'ai ?:ﬁijﬁf 1983),

a|d pl. VI, A17,

Figure 9. ;{J tkr n R’ stela from Deir ¢l Medina. Drawn by Mary Winkes,
after a drawing from R. ). Demarée, The ;{:- ikr n R’ Stelae (Leiden, 1983),
pl- XTI, Ag9. '




AEH-n-JEr stela: represents divinized

ancestors

0 Range of discovery places (cemeteries, Osiris
temple Abydos, palace of Merenptan Memphis,
household DeM)

0 2 found near small wall niches (first and second
room)

0 Found together with limestone tables also with
Inscription akh-n-jkr = suggest domestic cult
activity

0 Depiction: seated man, sometimes offerings




Religious areas of the
Workmen’s Village

O Approx. 23 chapels

o0 Roofed, and
sometimes with ovens
and food remains

0 Decorated with

painted scenes

gty e




Religious areas

Approx. 23 chapels
Roofed, and
sometimes with ovens
and food remains
Decorated with
painted scenes

Aten 1Is absent, but
there are references to
Wepwawet and other
deities
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Portable objects as representations

of personal piety
0 Offering tables

18 1ntact ones from Workmen’s village and Main City
Ca. 15-25 cm in length

Could be spouted and spouteless
O Basins

Stone basins or troughs, large stone bowls in domestic
context

O Shrines and Naol

- little evidence, maybe made from wood, but urael
found, which might have been attached to naoi
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Portable objects as representations

of personal piety

O Statues, stela, figurines, ostraca, Implements,
vessels, jewellery

Most jewellery made from faience = includes images
of divinities, animals, anthropomorphic figures,various
hieroglyphic motifs + royal names; wedjat-eyes; Bes
Figurines: anthropomorphic images (fertility figurines);
animals (cobras + monkeys); deities (Taweret + Bes)
most figurines made of pottery or unfired clay




Bes in Amarna

0 Stevens (2006)

m More than 500 Bes amulets /
statuettes found

SGEIlIp
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Portable objects as representations

of personal piety

O Statues, stela, figurines, ostraca, Implements,
vessels, jewellery

Most jewellery made from faience = includes images
of divinities, animals, anthropomorphic figures,various
hieroglyphic motifs + royal names; wedjat-eyes; Bes

Figurines: anthropomorphic images (fertility figurines);
animals (cobras + monkeys); deities (Taweret + Bes)

most figurines made of pottery or unfired clay
Statuary: Images of the royal family; Thoth; Ptah (?)
ostraca




Brooklyn Museum 38.876

= Figured Ostracon with
Head of Akhenaten

m Limestone trial piece with
ink sketch of the head of
Akhenaten + to the right a
clenched hand

m elongated crown with
royal uraeus

m long skull, very full lips,
receding forehead

m quality of drawing fair







