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1	Exercises in dating records (10%)
For questions (a) – (c) give the modern equivalent for the medieval date given in these documents. You should explain your methodology (how you arrived at the answer) and give full bibliographical details of any books you used. For question (d) estimate a date of issue and explain how you have reached this conclusion.	

1. Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering. 

· Gregorian Calendar – 18th of August 1385[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  1385 calendar / Perpetual yearly calendar (2007) <http://5ko.free.fr/en/year.php?y=1385&s=> [accessed 19 May 2020].] 

· Julian Calendar – 17th of August 1385[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  1385 Julian calendar / Old style - New style synoptical reference (2007) <http://5ko.free.fr/en/jul.php?y=1385> [accessed 19 May 2020].] 

· Through research, before 1582, the Gregorian calendar[footnoteRef:3] did not exist. People followed the Julian calendar[footnoteRef:4]. Britain adopted the Gregorian calendar across all nations by 1752[footnoteRef:5].  [3:  1385 calendar / Perpetual yearly calendar (2007) [accessed 19 May 2020].]  [4:  1385 Julian calendar / Old style - New style synoptical reference (2007) [accessed 19 May 2020].]  [5:  1385 Julian calendar / Old style - New style synoptical reference (2007) [accessed 19 May 2020].] 

· Manuscripts and an online calendar were a viable tool in my research[footnoteRef:6].  [6:  Dominical Letter for Common Years <https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/52017/mod_resource/content/0/Handbook_of_Dates_-_Easter_Day_24_March.pdf> [accessed 19 May 2020].] 

· King Richard II began his reign in 1377; the 8th year of Richard II reign was in 1385. 
· Saints Calendar[footnoteRef:7]; the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary takes place on the 15th of August. In 1385 the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary was on Monday the 15th of August [7:  Saints Days and Festivals <https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/52014/mod_resource/content/0/Handbook_of_Dates_-_saints_days.pdf> [accessed 19 May 2020].] 
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1. Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.

· Confirmation of the Charters for Shrewsbury – Saturday, the 23rd of July 1250
· Research began on to find the date of St Mary Magdalene’s feast day in the Saints calendar. 
· St Mary Magdalene feast day – 22nd of July[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Catholic Online, St. Mary Magdalene (2020) <https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=83> [accessed 19 May 2020].] 

· Research online proved difficult on when Anian I of St Asaph became Bishop.
· Many sources online have listed him as becoming Bishop in 1247 after the death of his predecessor. 
· Anian of St Asaph became Bishop on Sunday, the 12th of September in 1249[footnoteRef:9].  [9:  Catholic Hierachy, Bishop Anian (2020) <http://www.catholic-hierarchy.org/bishop/banians.html> [accessed 19 May 2020].] 

· Online historical calendars helped to confirm the research information to conclude this exercise. 

Bibliography – Exercise (b)
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1. Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]

· Gregorian calendar - Thursday the 26th of February 1311.
· John de Ketene became the Bishop of Ely in 1310 until 1316[footnoteRef:10].  [10:  'Bishops of Ely', in Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae 1300-1541: Volume 4, Monastic Cathedrals (Southern Province), ed. B Jones (London, 1963), pp. 13-16. British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/fasti-ecclesiae/1300-1541/vol4/pp13-16 [accessed 19 May 2020].] 

· The King Edward in the exercise is not King Edward I – He died in 1307[footnoteRef:11].  [11:  Treharne, Reginald Francis, Edward I King Of England (2020) <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Edward-I-king-of-England> [accessed 19 May 2020].] 

· ‘John de Ketene had been Almoner of Ely. During his episcopate the Bishop of Glasgow, who had been sent to Rome to answer for his disloyalty to Edward II, was sent back to England by the Pope to be "kept in safe custody" until peace should be restored between England and Scotland. He was retained for some time at Ely. Bishop John was interred in the cathedral’[footnoteRef:12]. [12:  John King, Richard, Handbook to the Cathedrals of England: Part II. History of the See, with Short Notices of the principal Bishops., ed. by Murray, John (Albemarle Street: London, 1862).] 

· Through researching online, the King Edward mentioned is King Edward II – King of England from 1307 to 1327[footnoteRef:13] - The fourth year of King Edward II’s reign is 1311.  [13:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, Edward II King Of England (2020) <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Edward-II-king-of-England> [accessed 19 May 2020].] 

· By researching online, according to the Catholic Calendar, Ash Wednesday took place in 1311 on Wednesday the 25th of February according to the Gregorian calendar.
· Julian calendar - Thursday, the 25th of February 
· In conclusion, the Downham court that was held on the Thursday after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene which according to the Gregorian calendar is Thursday the 26th of February 1311. 
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1. Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock.

· November 1120
· Online research - Henry, king of the English - King Henry I. 
· Found through onlinel Geoffrey Ridel[footnoteRef:14] and his family – It all links together.  [14:  Geni.com, Geoffrey Ridel, 2d Lord of Witheringe (2020) <https://www.geni.com/people/Geoffrey-Ridel-2d-Lord-of-Witheringe/6000000004957617489> [accessed 19 May 2020].] 

· According to sources; Geoffrey’s daughter, Maud de Ridel, born in 1097, is given to Richard Basset, along with Geoffrey’s lands.  
· According to the extract, Geoffrey Ridel is dead –  Reason why Richard Basset is given custody of the land – Geoffrey Ridel died in 1120[footnoteRef:15]. Robert Ridel would have been 14. Maud would have been 23.  [15:  Geni.com, Geoffrey Ridel, 2d Lord of Witheringe (2020) [accessed 19 May 2020].] 

· Ranulf, Earl of Chester became Earl in 1120 – His Father died 25 November[footnoteRef:16].  [16:  King, Edmund, "Ranulf (I) , third earl of Chester (d. 1129)", Oxford Dictionary of National Biography), (2004), [accessed 19 May 2020].] 

· Henry I hunting lodge was in Woodstock, Oxfordshire - Woodstock Palace was not built till 1129[footnoteRef:17]. [17:  Pipe, Simon "Woodstock's lost royal palace". BBC Oxford. (23 October 2007), [accessed 19 May 2020].] 
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