Chapter 3.
Methodology.

Introduction.
This chapter sets out the research methods used in collecting the data for this dissertation in exploring the current strategies in place within roads policing. Namely strategies surrounding drug use and supply and evaluating their effectiveness. The research that I am undertaken will highlight if the rate of detection of drug related road crime has been more effective with the introduction of the Section 5a Road Traffic Act 1988.
New legislation, Section 5a of the Road Traffic Act 1988, was introduced in 2013. This legislation set legal limits around specified drugs that could be in a person’s system whilst driving. Prior to this, police officers could only use Section 4 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 which gave officers the power to arrest those who appeared to be impaired through drink or drugs. (Forensic Science Regulator, 2015).
The difference between these pieces of legislation is that with the introduction of the Section 5a, there was a set limit that has now got a zero-tolerance approach in a view of prosecution, whereas previously, if the police could not prove that person was impaired to drive, it would make a prosecution more difficult.
At present, police officers can administer a roadside drug “swipe” test to a driver of a motor vehicle that is suspected to be under the influence of drugs. At present, this test only provides an indication of whether the driver tests positive for cannabis or cocaine, if another drug is detected officers would still be able to arrest under the section 4 legislation. 

3.1 Research Strategy.
The research strategy that I will be using will be comparing secondary research from police forces within the United Kingdom on their previous road strategies and current road strategies. Identifying if there were any significant changes with the introduction of the Section 5a legislation in 2013. This will allow me to gather research that is already out in the public domain on the internet and publications, to gather and analyse the data. Secondary research, also known as “desk”, research has the advantage that information is available immediately and also allows to identify any gaps that may be presented in the research. However, the disadvantages to secondary research could be that data could be outdated, information could be missing and there may not be sufficient data available (J, Walker. 2021).
I will also be utilising interviews with serving road traffic police officers to gather their answers on if they feel this introduction of the Section 5a legislation has been beneficial to them, how it has impacted on the way in which they police the roads and, if at all, they are now getting more positive results from this introduced legislation. I have chosen the method of interviews as I can identify officers that are specialists in this field of utilising this legislation and gather their answers from this. I considered the use of surveys, however, due to time restraints and possibly not getting an adequate number of respondents, I felt that an interview would be the most suitable way to gather this research.

3.2 Data Collection.
Throughout the secondary research I will be undertaking I will be using quantitative research. Quantitative research is “the process of collecting and analysing numerical data” (P, Bhandari. 2022). The data will be collected from open-source resources on the findings of drug related road offences and strategies after the introduction of the 2013 legislation.
The way in which I will be collecting the data through the interviews will be through qualitative data. Qualitative data is defined as “data that cannot be measured or counted. It is defined as data that describes something”. (M, Hassan. 2022). This qualitative data that will come from the officers that are interviewed personal adaptation of this legislation. It will allow my research to analyse why officers use this legislation, how they use it and if they feel it has been beneficial. Qualitative data focuses on the words and therefore will allow me to gain a better understanding of how officers feel utilising this legislation. (FullStory, 2022).
However, there are downsides to this way of collecting data. One of the disadvantages to qualitative data is that it could result in bias results if the questions are utilised in a way to support the researcher’s conclusion. (H, Akers. 2019). Also, as the research identifies the participants feelings and thoughts about the questions asked, the data could be subjective.  (L, Gaille. 2017).

3.4 Limitations and potential problems.
A limitation that I anticipate with the use of interviews is also the time that they may take. In order to counteract this, I intend on keeping the questions short and the interview short so that the respondent can give direct answers without the use of any leading questions. In order to get an adequate number of respondents to compare the answers, I would need to interview enough officers in order to get a broader answer.
There may also be potential problems with getting a large amount of data from secondary research if this isn’t readily available from documents or open site searches.
However, by combining secondary research and interviews, this will look to counteract any limitations or problems that each would have if they were to be analysed individually.
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