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Factors that decrease the effect of poverty on educational attainment.

· High aspirations of parents.
· Belonging to an ethnic minority.
· Well educated parents.
· The school the child attends.
· Smaller class sizes in primary school.
· School resources (Connelly, Sullivan and Jerrim, 2014).
· Positive parenting (Kiernan and Mensah, 2010).
· Good early years provision (Field, 2010).
· Being bilingual (Engel de Abreu, Cruz-Santos, Tourinho, Martin and Bialystok, 2012).
· Resilience.
· Engaging in education (Nelson, Martin and Featherstone, 2013).
· Scholarships.
· Early Intervention (Ferguson, Bovaird and Muller, 2007).

Factors that increase the effect of poverty on educational attainment.

There are many factors that can increase the effect on poverty on the educational attainment of children: -
· A poor home learning environment.
· Poor health of mother and child.
· Less interaction between mother and child.
· Low parental aspirations and attitudes to education.
· Behaviour problems including hyperactivity.
· Lack of educational material.
· Parental cognitive ability.
· Belief in the child’s own ability and their aspirations.
· Intergenerational views on education (Goodman and Greg, 2010).
· Depth and duration of poverty.
· Lack of social skills.
· Poor role modelling (Ferguson, Bovaird and Muller, 2007).
Extent of poverty in UK and how many children are affected.

· 10.4 million people live in relative low income BHC whereas 14.3 million people AHC (McGuinness, 2018).
· Of these 2.7 million are children BHC and 4.1 million AHC (McGuinness, 2018).
· 8.9 million people live in absolute low income BHC and 12.4 million people AHC (McGuiness, 2018).
· Of these 2.2 million are children BHC and 3.5 million AHC (McGuinness, 2018).    
                                                                
[image: ]
(McGuinness,2018)


Types of poverty in the UK and how they are measured


· Both are defined as having a household income of under 60% of the median household income (McGuinness, 2018) although a low income does not mean a low standard of living (Full Fact, 2018).
· In the UK absolute low income is measured on a stated year. At present 2010/11 (McGuinness, 2018). 
· Relative low income is measured yearly (McGuinness, 2018).
· Income can be measured before (BHC) and after housing costs (AHC) (McGuinness, 2018)
· 9 essential items are used to measure material deprivation (Office for National Statistics, 2015).



































Conclusion
· There are many reasons why children are living in poverty. These reasons can have a negative or occasionally a positive effect on their educational attainment.
· Over recent years many policies and programmes have been implemented to improve the educational attainment of children living in poverty but, as yet, it is too early to evaluate the benefit of the majority of them. 
· Schools can influence the outcomes of children who live in poverty by implementing government policies and following recommendations made by Estyn (2014) and Connelly, Sullivan and Jerrim (2014).
· Schools alone cannot influence the educational attainment of disadvantaged children. The aspirations and educational ability of parents are also factors in decreasing the effect of poverty on educational attainment. 
· With the closing of the attainment gap between deprived and non-deprived children narrowing slowly the future is looking brighter.


How Government policy is reducing the effect of poverty on educational attainment
The Child Poverty Strategy for Wales sets out ‘Logic Models’ (WAG, 2015) that bring together all Welsh Government policies and programmes that deal with tackling poverty and increasing educational attainment. These policies and programmes ensure that the psychological needs and safety and security in Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (1943) are met thereby allowing children to access education and reach their potential. As the WAG will only assess the progress of this strategy every 3 years it is difficult to evaluate whether it is effective but in the last review in 2016 progress has been made on educational attainment.







What schools are doing to lower the attainment gap
 Estyn (2014) identified ten in-school strategies to support disadvantaged pupils:
· Take a whole-school approach
· Use data to identify and track progress
· Focus on literacy and learning skills
· Teaching social and emotional skills
· Improve attendance, punctuality and behaviour
· Tailor the curriculum to the needs of pupils
· Provide enriching experiences
· Listening to disadvantaged learners
· Engaging parents
· Developing staff expertise 
They also advocated co-operation between multi-agencies including Team around the Family, Nurture Groups, parenting programmes and pooling resources.
The Pupil Deprivation Grant is used to implement literacy, numeracy, social and emotional interventions that target disadvantaged pupils (WAG, 2017).

What the government is doing to reduce the effect of poverty on children
Both UK and Welsh Governments have introduced legislation to aid the reduction of the effect of poverty on children. Some policies benefit the whole family whilst others are aimed specifically at children. 
UK government 
Welfare Reform and Work Act 2016 (Department of Work and Pensions [DWP], 2016)
Improving Lives: Helping Workless Families 2017 (DWP, 2017)
Life Chances Act 2010 (Great Britain [GB], 2010)
Children and Families Bill 2013 (GB, 2013)
Free school meal entitlement and child poverty in England (DWP,2013)
Welsh Government
Child Poverty Strategy for Wales (Welsh Government [WAG], 2015)
Children and Families (Wales) Measure 2010 (WAG, 2010).
Building a Brighter Future: Early Years and Childcare Plan (WAG, 2013) 
The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act (WAG, 2015).
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% of pupils eligible for Free School Meals who achieve Level 2 threshold inclusive English/Welsh and Maths at Key Stage 4
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the same as the previous year. 19% of children were in relative low
income BHC.®

On an AHC basis, there were 4.1 million children in relative low income,
100,000 more than the previous year. 30% of all children were in
relative low income AHC.
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The number of children in absolute low income BHC was 2.2 million, a
decrease of 200,000 from the previous year. 16% of children were in
absolute low income BHC.
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