ECGE4001 – Portfolio of Study Skills
Assessment Tasks
Part 1
In Iceland and other comparable countries, they emphasise the importance of children’s outdoor play. Responses to government papers have been written that support their point that the outdoors is beneficial to children. In the curriculum guidelines, there is an emphasis on using the outdoors as a learning environment as place where children can positively learn about and investigate the natural world and also as a place where they are able to exercise and engage in healthy living (Norodahl and Johnannesson, 2014).
The emphasis put on the importance of the outdoors has been recognised in Iceland for a long time. In Iceland children aged one to six play outside every day. In schools children aged six to sixteen play outside with their friends during playtime. There is not a lot of information on what teachers do outside to facilitate learning, but it will most likely depend on the teacher and school. In Iceland research shows that teachers are using the outdoor environment more than they previously used to. In the capital of Iceland, Reyjavik, seventy percent of schools say they carry out outdoor learning on a regular basis (Oladottir, 2008).
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Part 2a
The purpose of this essay is to discuss the benefits and importance of forest schools. The definition of Forest School has been defined by the Forest School Network (2006), it says that 
It is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem though (sic) hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment’ (O’Brien and Murry, 2006). 

O’Brien and Murray (2006) have also expressed concerns that people are worried that young children in school do not get to visit the woodlands and green places like their parents did as parents are too worried about the dangers of what could happen. Another contributing factor is that children are to do a lot more indoors now than compared to the past. Research shows that if children do not visit woodlands and greenery now that they will be unlikely to visit when they are older meaning that they will miss out on the physical and emotional benefits that nature has to offer (Thompson et al. 2004). Learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment. The Welsh Government are now encouraging teachers to engage in forest schools within their own schools, especially in the foundation phase.
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Part 2b
If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you 
could be accused of _________? Why is it important that students avoid this? 
If you fail to acknowledge the source of information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism. It is important that students avoid this as it is an academic offence. Repeated plagiarism could result in consequences following the university’s policies and procedures. It is also important to avoid plagiarism as referencing accredited authors can help support your points and show that you have read widely. (Burns and Sinfield, 2016).
You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer. 
It is false that you only have to reference when using a direct quotation. You must also reference when you paraphrase and summarise others’ work. This is because you are still using other authors’ ideas regardless of whether you are directly quoting them or not.
Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false. 
I disagree with the statement that ‘Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments’ and believe it to be false. Wikipedia can contain unreliable sources as it can be modified by various people. Price and Maier (2007) emphasise the importance of questioning the writer’s credentials.

Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation. 
A long quotation is defined as being over two lines or thirty words.  This is how to present a long quotation within your work:
1. Before presenting the quote begin with introducing the author you are referring to along with the date of publication. For example, ‘John (2015) comments that…’
2. On a new line begin the quote without the use of quotation marks and ensure the quote is indented with single line spacing.
3. At the end of the quote include the author’s surname, year of publication and page number. For example, ‘(John, 2015, p.63).’.
Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study. 
In order to begin conducting research for an academic assignment, you must find information from reliable sources. Five different sources you could use include the module reading list, journal articles, books suggested from your academic liaison librarian, the subject area guide on the library webpage and as a last resort, the internet. When using the internet for information you must use the CRAAP test to ensure the information is reliable. CRAAP stands for Currency, Relevance, Authority, Accuracy and Purpose. 
Currency – Is the information up to date?
Relevance – Who is the intended audience?
Authority – What are the authors credentials?
Accuracy – Is the page verified?
Purpose – Has the text been written for a specific reason? Is it objective/impartial?

Reference List:

Burns, S. and Sinfield, S. (2016) Essential Study Skills: The Complete Guide to Success at University 4th Ed. London: SAGE Publications Ltd.

Price, G. and Maier, P. (2007) Effective Study Skills: Unlock Your Potential Essex: Pearson Educated Limited.




Part 3 
This piece of text will be the analysis and critical response to an article written by Emma Smith from the University of York. The article is titled ‘Schooled to Fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales’ and can be found in The Welsh Journal of Education (2005). The article discusses the underachievement of students in Wales and its statistics in comparison to England from a Welsh outlook. It looks at different issues such as the underachievement of boys and other issues in education in order to try find an underlying conclusion of whether Wales is failing in education and what the reason for that could be.
A strong argument used throughout is that comparing Wales’ results with England is unfair due to the difference in population and economic factors. Smith includes evidence to support the reasoning that Wales, when compared to the region of the North East of England, has little variance in results. Evidence of this includes a table of GCSE results from 1999 to 2003 that shows only a small difference between the results of Wales compared to the North East. The author makes this point by backing it up with evidence, being the tables (Cottrell, 2008). This leads her to the conclusion that Wales would be more favourably better suited being compared to the North East. It seems the authors intentions are to justify and support education results in Wales and diminish the label of students underachieving. On page 86 Smith describes the debate as being ‘so-called’, which can be taken as her being opposed to the question in general of whether students are being failed in Wales. (Smith, 2005, p. 86).
When including result tables Smith keeps the conclusion of them short and concise.  There is a poor use of an acronym during the introduction; while the acronym is written, the full title is not written in any part of the previous text. The acronym ‘OECD’ is used without any explanation as to who that is. 
The style of the article appears to be written for academic purposes however the professionalism of this is not consistent. At times in-formal language is used. For example, when speaking about the result differences in GCSE’s in boys and girls, Smith uses the term ‘cherry-picking’ in the context of using English regions to draw competition against Wales. For most of the article clear language is used which allows the reader to understand the text. However, Smith does sometimes include irrelevant information which can leave the reader confused as to why it has been included. This is seen on page 85 where Smith writes ‘statistics show that students from black Caribbean backgrounds are nearly three times more likely to be excluded from school than their white peers’ (Dfes, 2002, cited in Smith, 2005, pg. 85). There are no previous mention of this topic in the article nor is there any further mention of it. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Though many tables of results and statistics are used as evidence, there is some evidence lacking which should have been included to support her points. Results from the Welsh Joint Education Committee (WJEC) are mentioned and the years analysed are 1970 to 1999. This particular article was written in 2005 so in order for more supporting, up to date evidence, statistics from the last five years should have been presented and taken into consideration. Eales-Reynolds (2013) brings attention to the ‘credibility of sources of information used to substantiate claims and arguments’ (Eales-Reynolds, 2013, pg. 15). In which case the use of the outdated source of evidence weakens the use and purpose of including those results in the article. 
The use of persuasive and subjective language is present in the forms of ‘surely’ and ‘suggest’ rather than the use of concrete words and terms. Smith tries to be objective but sometimes contradicts herself with the use of her subjective language. She describes an underachievement phenomenon but in other parts of the text describes it as being ‘so-called’.
The article leaves the reader without a clear hypothesis. Different arguments are drawn upon such as the underachievement of boys in comparison to girls but there is no clear problem as to why Wales might be failing its pupils. There some key points that are made, such as the unfair workload on teachers, that are underdeveloped points and lack further information which could have helped to support the points. Smith claims that a ‘trend’ is emerging when mentioning the closing of the Hitachi factory in Hirwaun. However, evidence of only one factory closure is not sufficient enough to describe this as a ‘trend’. 
There is flawed reasoning and a lack of proof when the issue of boys underachieving is arisen. Smith (2005) states:

The reasons given for the apparent failing of boys in school are various and range from the curriculum and its assessment, to the interaction of teachers and pupils in the improvement in the performance of the more able students (Smith, 2005, pp.89-90).

There is no evidence provided to support claims against the curriculum nor its assessment and no further information is provided about the curriculum nor its assessment in regards of how this could be affecting boys’ results. Price and Maier (2007) explain that some authors will assume that reader already has an understanding and prior knowledge to a subject. While issues are highlighted, no clear problem has been concluded.
The argument stays consistent in the context of arguing Wales’ results. A lot of evidence is tables from the Office of National Statistics. As mentioned in a previous point, some information and sources are slightly outdated. There are different viewpoints from some different sources to support points however more sources could have been used for a more varied credibility. 
The evidence regarding GCSE results is effective and critical in the realisation that Wales’ results are on par with the smaller region of the North East of England. Without the comparison of Wales’ results to the North East’s results, there would be no conclusion of it. In contrast, information relating to Britain is used with no context of how it relates to just England or just Wales. 
In conclusion the article is informative and provides a different viewpoint on the debate in question. Sufficient enough evidence is provided for us to take into consideration Smith’s points, but the article could have been strengthened considerably with the use of stronger, more varied and up to date evidence. The article had a few flaws such as the use of subjective language and the irrelevant points made. Overall, the article could be used for academic purposes but not alone. The use of just the article would result in a lack of understanding regarding the key issues and undeveloped topics. In order to use the article for academic purposes, the sources included would have to be looked into further and other viewpoints taken into account.
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