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Is it possible to determine who the ‘author’ of the Four Branches of the Mabinogi might have been? Evaluate the main theories that have been proposed in relation to this.

Intro
· Open essay and acknowledge the current limitations in the appreciation and interpretation of medieval texts due to lack of knowledge about context. 
· Reference Rodway (2007) sighting of Flower (1915-16) to demonstrate how this has been the focus in the field of Celtic Studies (CS)
· Highlight the part that authorship plays in Flower’s use of Locus, persona, tempus and Casua Scribendi as a means of establishing context.
· Draw attention to the fact that there is very little extant medieval Welsh literature to compare with as a limitation.
· Highlight that lack of context causes difficulties in hypothesising what they (the texts) would mean to a contemporary audience. Lack of ability to extend linguistic, historical and sociological data beyond the Four Branches of the Mabinogi (4BM).
· Propose that a revaluation of the importance of establishing authorship of the 4BM is required to advance the field CS.
· Outline purpose of this paper.
· Outline modern understanding of what an author is and what their role is in literary studies
· For this use arguments made by Barthes and Foucault to question what an author is and the extent to which they should be relied on to provide context in a narrative (Historical text in this case).
· To outline two prominent theories for authorship of the Mabinogi (Breeze, Davis) with one argument for restructuring the discourse (Rodway). 
· Assess the extent to which they are successful in establishing authorship by examining their methodologies and their conclusions.
· Assess whether any robust conclusions concerning who the author of the 4BM might have been have been established and as a result of these theories.
· Question what contribution the quest for authorship has had on the field of CS and the level of contextualisation we can hope to achieve from it.
· Question whether this approach warrants pursuing, and provide an argument for a revaluation of priorities within the discipline.

Rethinking the role of the author in literary studies Barthes (1967), Foucault (1977)
· To what is the traditional concept of the author and to what extent is it appropriate or necessary to understand the 4BM?
· Philosophy of Barthes Death of the Author argues that to impose an author on a text limits the expression of that text, born of prestige of the individual. 
· Analogy “text is a tissue of quotations”, meaning is created by the readers own experiences and perceptions, not by the writers 
· We cannot know exactly what the writer intended as every reader reinvents the text
· This lends itself to the lack of information we have on who the author might be. However, 4BM was intended for a medieval audience and therefore would react very differently to the modern reader.
· Foucault argues that Barthes has encouraged critics to ignore the author and focus on their work only. 
· The authors function does not refer to a work or an individual. The authors writing is not just their own, but also continue to inspire thinking and create new works (Marx and Freud analogy).
· An author is used to restrict meaning through the concept of “authorial intent” – limits and illegitimates some interpretations of the text. 
· Apply this to modern “limits” on the 4BM – I.e. female author, multiple authors. - use to introduce next section

Case for a single author: Breeze (2009)
· Outline theory
· Introduces the idea that Gwenllian ferch Gruffydd ap Cynan (c 1097-1136) “wrote” 4BM between 1120-1136
· Received much attention at the time – much academic attention was negative as did not engage with the scholarship of the time, makes circular arguments, 
· (Diana Luft) Argument is that it is possible to deduce author as female as 4BM has:
· Several strong female characters and several weak/passive male characters.
· An interest in children/childbirth.
· Concern with aging and fascination with love.
· Lack of interest in “male occupations” – i.e. sword fighting, monsters. 
· Evidence is circumstantial and not conclusive. Statement that there is no definite evidence that she didn’t write it is weak, only proves that she could be the author (Rodway 2009).
· Despite weak method, it has reshaped the discourse to allow space for female authorship (Rodway 2009)

Case for multiple authorship : Davis (1986)
· Certain amount of evidence for multiple authorship. (Davis 1986)
· Outline arguments of Davies using oral and traditional narrative theory to posit a more organic idea of collective authorship over time through traditional storytelling.
· 4BM perceived as literary compositions but should bear in mind that these are oral tales.
· Oral delivery and influence of aural reception seen in chronological nature of the prose. (I.e. quote formulae for greetings, oaths etc. and structural expressions used at the opening and closing of episodes).
· However, this requires acceptance that we will never know who the author(s) were.
· Use ideas outlined by Barthes and Foucault to question the need to establish authorship as absolutely necessary for full appreciation of the text. 

Case for rethinking approach to authorship: Rodway (2009)
· Problems interpreting medieval text due to lack of context.
· Results in lack of ability to understand reception by contemporary audience. 
· Outline argument:
· Uses Breeze (1997) and R. Ieustin Daniel arguments to demonstrate how attempts to find an author results in making the evidence fit the desired outcome. (Note: only Include Daniel if necessary to the flow of the essay)
· Methodologically unsound, however both arguments do allow restructuring of the question to occur.
· Breeze – highlight again that it is good to challenge the idea that the author is automatically male.
· Daniel – not restricting location of authorship and looking to linguistics to aid in building picture of literal context of the time.
· Suggests that an examination of authored poetry may help to establish trends in style and linguistics that may be tentatively applied to prose work.
· 4BM looking at the evidence – Location: Probs written in Gwynedd (geographical knowledge of the tales), Author: anonymous though most people consider one person (Note not Davies 1986), Date: evidence for Mabinogi 2 and 3 in Penarth 6 (13th C)
· Use Rodway focus on moving away from conventional need to establish author to question the extent it is 1. possible to establish an author, and 2. necessary to the intrinsic value fot the text.

General remarks
· Agree with Rodway on above points on impossibility of establishing author to a point that is helpful.
· Use Davis Multiple authors to reinforce point and challenge idea that literature by definition requires a single creator.
· Link back to Barthes and Foucault challenging necessity of author to understand and value a text.








Conclusion
This essay agrees with Rodway[footnoteRef:22937] that in light of only being able to provide circumstantial evidence due to lack of extant texts and manuscripts from the period, we must conclude that, without the discovery of new manuscripts/texts etc., the pursuit for an author or authors is unlikely to ever be answered to a degree of surety that its establishment would allow application historical, linguistic and sociological data outside of the text without serious caveats. Therefore, we must accept these limitations in order to advance the field. The work of Barthes[footnoteRef:19878] and Foucault[footnoteRef:30910] provide a starting place for reframing the role of authorship, and how its traditional manifestations limit our understanding and appreciation of the four branches. It is not necessary to know the identity of the author or authors - not to mention establish a biography and a sense of their personality and thought process - in order to appreciate the stories themselves as rich and sophisticated works of medieval Welsh literature. The inability to contextualise the certain aspects of the Mabinogi due to the anonymous author is frustrating. But as works of literature there is much that can be gleaned regardless. In the words of Rodway referring to the large corpus of anonymously written medieval literature [22937:  S. Rodway, ‘The Where, Who, When and Why of Medieval Welsh Prose Texts : Some Methodological Considerations’, Studia Celtica, vol. 41 (2007), pp. 47–89 (p.73).]  [19878:  R. Barthes, ‘The Death of the Author’, in Modern Literary Theory: A Reader, (ed.) by P. Rice, and P. Waugh (London : Arnold, 2001), pp. 185–89.]  [30910:  M. Foucault, ‘What is an Author’, in Language, Counter-Memory, Practice : Selected Essays and Interviews, (ed.) by D. F Bouchard and S. Simon (Oxford: Oxford : Blackwell, 1977).] 

...the pathos of Branwen’s death, the knockabout humour of Arthur’s encounter with the Very Black Witch, the sensual mysticism of the ‘Pryd y Mab’ description and countless other passages in these texts which have thrilled, moved or disappointed modern readers, as they no doubt did their original medieval audience, demand a creative critical response that transcends sterile repetition of unanswerable questions about context.[footnoteRef:7295] [7295:  S. Rodway, The Where, Who, When and Why, p. 74] 
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A review of five websites
The purpose of this piece is to examine five websites and evaluate the quality of information that they provide to the field of Celtic Studies. The search term “The Druids” has been used to find these sites but this analysis looks at the whole site. The main criteria used to determine usefulness can be grouped into two categories; Quality of information and Quality of website. The academic content of the site is the focus of Quality of information, and the specific areas looked at are the reliability of the information, who wrote the information, are there any acknowledgement of sources, the quality of these sources if acknowledged, the audience the page is for, and when was the last time this page was updated. Questions posed in the Quality of website category focus on the usability and practicality of the site. Points covered include how well present the website is, how practical the website is to navigate, who created the website and is it funded by a particular body or individual, does the site have an obvious agenda. Finally, a few points will be made on how the website and the information it provides could be improved, and whether the site is of use to academics.

1. Wikipedia 
As one of the most ubiquitous and heavily trafficked sites on the internet, Wikipedia is large and impressive. The content covered is comprehensive and articles are subdivided into sections, each easily viewed and accessed with a click from the top of the page. Content is mostly cited from relevant academic sources and each section is referenced. However, this is not consistent and some sections of text are unattributed. Additionally, although the information covered is extensive, it is somewhat obvious that some articles have been written by someone who is familiar with current academic literature, and some have been written by amateurs as evidenced by comments that are much vaguer and not fully referenced. This a product of Wikipedia’s policy of allowing any individual to edit its pages. Whilst Wikipedia has greatly improved the quality of its content in recent years, and provides guides for how to make content verifiable, quality of information across the site is. Nevertheless, its usability somewhat compensates for this as it is very easy to view which sections have been altered, when and by whom. Easy verification of citations is also useful to the academic, by clicking on the footnote and when available, following the obliging hyperlink provided. Though sometimes patchy in quality, the information on the site does not push a political or religious (etc.) agenda. With a more vigorous vetting system for editing and adding to articles, Wikipedia could be a useful as a reference for academics. However, it still provides a valuable service as a starting point for further reading by providing a general overview of the historiography of subjects and most of the main bodies of academic work associated with them.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Druid

2. Encyclopaedia Britannica
The information provided is well written, concise and up to date. Seeing who and when a page was lasted edited is useful and easy by navigating to the tool bar on the top right-hand side of the page and selecting the Info icon. The ease with which named contributors to pages and links to external websites can be found, and the addition of a tab that provides all the information needed to cite the article, aid the researcher in the digital age. The content itself is useful to the academic and the casual “googler” alike. The language is easy to understand and briefly covers necessary information on each topic. The site outlines its aim to provide objective, reliable information for a range of audiences, which it does. Related articles are linked at the bottom of each page which aids further research. Although entries are very short, acting a mere taste of the topic, this is a limitation of the encyclopaedia format, and each entry fulfils the role of spring board for further research. Encyclopaedia Britannica provides peer reviewed, reliable and unbiased content that remains accessible to the public, whilst being appropriate for the academic's bibliography.

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Druid

3. Gaia
Gaia is a lifestyle website that offers members a supported media network of truth seekers and believers empowering an evolution of consciousness. The content of the article ‘The Druids’ provides a mix of vague historical fact and new-age interpretation. There are allusions to some credible accepted theories on who the druids were, pointing out that much of the extant literature on them comes from Julius Caesar and gives some limitations to the variability of such a source, but then provides equal weight to the theory that there is evidence that the druids originally came from Atlantis. Additionally, there are no citations or references in any of the articles on the site, which are authored “Gaia staff”. It is dated as being written in December 2019. The site professional and provides links to Gaia’s other videos and articles on new age themes which can be accessed for a monthly subscription fee. This site is not helpful to anyone wishing to find reliable information relevant to the field of Celtic Studies. An immediate improvement would be to use the works of experts in the field and for them to be acknowledged appropriately. Additionally, removing the new-age bias in the articles would help improve the reliability of the information.

https://www.gaia.com/article/who-were-the-ancient-druids

4. Amgueddfa Cymru/National Museum Wales
Concise and with the benefit of including notes on the archaeology associated with the druids in Wales, the website for the national museum of Wales provides good information on topics relating to the history of Wales. The website is well laid out and intuitive to use. The language is unencumbered by scholarly jargon, acting as an introduction for the average person to the historical and archaeological literature on a topic which it does whilst still being relevant to the researcher. A further reading section beneath the piece is appreciated though points are lost for lack of authorship attached to the article, both on this page or elsewhere on the site. Comments can be posted at the bottom of articles and questions are answered by a member of staff who also provides relevant web links to referenced material. This may be of use to some researchers, as well as the public. One noticeable negative however, is that the article was published in 2007 and has not been updated since. This is also reflected in the further reading section at the bottom of the page which is out of date with modern scholarship the article also has no references which is an oversight by the national museum and an annoyance for the academic wanting to use this article in their own research. The site however is carefully administered and provides good, if sometimes outdated, information of various Welsh historical topics.

https://museum.wales/articles/2007-05-03/Ancient-druids-of-Wales/

5. The Irish Origins of Civilization 

The last site was selected to demonstrate how certain topics within Celtic Studies are targets for some groups to be commandeered for their own political ends, and how many of these sites can be very well made so as to be convincing. The main premise of the site is to present the thesis of the author, Michael Tsarion, that the inhabitants of Ireland are descendants of Atlanteans, and furthermore, to establish the ‘fact’ that the origins of most civilisations both historic and present can be traced back to the expansion of ‘Irish/Atlantean aristocrats’ across the globe. This system is maintained today via numerous secret societies such as the Freemasons, Illuminati etc. The site summarises the thesis’s main points concerning the origin of the ancient civilisations, writings and artefacts form the archaeological record and how this relates to the author’s hypothesis. References are given but some authors are misquoted and many are not suitable sources for academia. The author makes sweeping generalisations in the fields of history, archaeology and linguistics to create a plausibly case for his argument. Further analysis reveals that the site also contains pages on occult conspiracy theories. The site itself is clear and easy to navigate and looks professional. This highlights the danger of well written pieces posing as academic fact by individuals with a clear agenda – that is to cast western Europeans as the instigators of all civilisations in antiquity. This site is not only of no use to anyone wishing to partake in academic discourse but underlying racial themes are potentially extremely dangerous.

http://www.irishoriginsofcivilization.com/druidic-symbolism-i.html

	
	
	



