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INTRODUCTION.

The separation of powers refers to the idea that the major institutions of state should be independent, and that no individual should have greater or inequal powers from each other. As years have passed in history, we have seen time and time again great power in the hands of one individual or one party means that it restrains and imposes a restriction on others. 
The separation of powers is a system of the government to prevent abuse of power and to safeguard freedom for all individuals. (Richard Benwell 2019)

It is often argued that the ‘constructive relationships between the three arms of government-the executive, the legislature and the judiciary-are essential to the effective maintenance of the constitution and the rule or law. In recent years, the character of these relationships has changed significantly, both because of changes in governance and because of wider societal change’ (UK Government, 2017)

The separation of powers is a system that divides the government into three separate sectors each of which has a separate and independent power, this is to ensure that no one sector is more powerful than the other. We need a separation of powers to safeguard the liberties of individuals and guard against a state under an oppressive government. The legislative power has the task of passing laws and supervising. This is implemented by the parliament. The executive power has a task to implement laws. The judiciary power is to decide disputes independently and impartially. It is their task to ensure that laws are complied with.





THE ESTABLISHED LAW OF STATE.

The principal institutions are usually taken to be the execute if the legislature and the judiciary, each sector is given certain powers to cheque and balance the other sectors.
The doctrine of separation of powers had influenced many philosophers’ constitution makers such as Baron Montesquieu a French political§ philosopher, he was well associated with the set of beliefs of the separation of powers. This influence was later thought upon, he contributed new ideas to the doctrine. There were many factors that Montesquieu had emphasised which had not been included or had not received much attention to at the time. ‘When the legislative and executed powers are united in the same person, or in the same body of magistrates, there can be no liberty because apprehensions may arise, less the same monarch or senate should enact tyrannical laws, to execute them in a tyrannical manner’ (Baron de Montesquieu 2015).


SEPERATION OF THE LEGISLATURE AND THE EXECUTIVE.

In the UK the powers of the parliament, government and the courts are closely wrapped together. The executive and legislature are seen as a “close union” this is why Walter Baghot saw this as the “efficient secret of the English constitution”.

The Prime Minister and most of his or her ministers are members of parliament who sit in the House of Common, the executive is therefore in attendance at the heart of parliament.

During the last decade the concept of a separation of powers has evident in several initiatives the UK's integration of executive and legislature is said to provide stability and efficiency in the operation of government.

A disadvantage of the concept separation of powers is that if it is strictly applied it can lead to friction amongst the various branches of government. As we all know there is a need for cool food nation and if there was a separation of powers applied the government may stick to their role and refuse cooperation

In the UK the major offices and institutions have evolved to achieve balance between the crown and the parliament the system resembles a balance of powers more than formal separation of three branches. The work is similar making laws legislation checking the work of government and debating current issues.

THREE POWERS: THE EXECUTIVE, THE LEGISLATIVE AND THE JUDICIARY

The legislative power the first of the three has the task of passing laws and supervising their implementation. This is the parliament. 
The executive branch has the task of implementing laws, it comprises the government and all authorities including the police and armed forces.
The judiciary’s task is to administer justice, they decide disputes independently and impartially and to ensure that the laws are complied with. This is the judges they also cannot be assigned to any other positions.

The separation of powers is not and has never been a feature of the United Kingdom. In the United Kingdom the legislature and the executive are far from separate powers. However, the executive’s attendance could facilitate scrutiny provided that the applicable measures are in place. There are many examples of overlap and checks and balances between the three branches.

The cheques and balances each modify the separation of powers and may change under the parliamentary system through the exercise of a parliament to adapt a no confidence vote in a government. The UK relies on a system of cheques and balances to prevent against abuse of power. The separation of powers is an important element of the rule of law. 

The constitution Reform Act 2005 was an act of the UK parliament that was divided into three parts. They first reformed the post of law chancellor, the second created and set the framework for a UK Supreme Court and the third regulates the appointment of judges.  The constitution reform needed a more formal structure and process to handle the relationship of more separate branches of the government. The new formal process has more frequent meetings between the judiciary and other branches of government. The law set out an oath of office for the Lord chancellor to take. The oath “I (name) do swear that in the office of lord high chancellor of Great Britain I will respect the rule of law, defend the independence of the judiciary and discharge my duty to ensure the provision of resources for the efficient and effective support of the courts for which I am responsible. so God help me” (Constitutional Reform Act 2005, Section 17)

House of Commons disqualification act 1975 is an act of the parliament of the United Kingdom that doesn’t allow certain categories of people becoming members of the House of Commons. It preserves the separation between the parliament and government. It is an updated version of similar older acts known as the House of Commons disqualification act. These included groups such as judges Lord spiritual civil servants, member of the police, members of the armed forces and members that also worked in the government department.
Section 2 only allows a certain number of government officials in the house of commons at any one time, this is limited to ninety-five people, anything over this limit is not allowed to vote until the number is reduced to ninety-five. If it appears to the house that the grounds of disqualification under the Act which subsisted or rose at the material time have been removed and that is otherwise proper to do so, the house may by order direst that any such disqualifications shall be disregarded. (Erskine May, CJ, 1974)

Fixed term parliament act has governed how UK parliamentary elections are called since 2011. The fixed term parliaments act 2011 creates a five-year gap between general elections. Early elections can be held in specific circumstances. The dissolution and calling of parliament bill have now received royal assent from Her Majesty the queen. This reappeals the fixed term parliament Act 2011, revives the prerogative if powers relating to the dissolution of parliament this would mean Prime Minister can call a general election where they prefer which makes it consequential amendments to places of legislation that refer to the 2011 act evicting that continued operation. The fixed term parliaments act 2011 set a five-year interval between ordinary general elections. General elections are scheduled to take place on the first may in every fifth year. The next general election is scheduled to take place on 2nd May 2024. (Richard Kelly, 2021)

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, we can see there is a close bond within each branch of government, this shows that the separation of powers is not a concept that the United Kingdom can follow. although the three branches overlap in many ways, each remain distinct and quiet separate. The recent changes to the constitutional reform act 2005 prove that the concept is still strongly believed in but not always respected.
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