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Task 1
Within this assignment, there will be a reflection of ways I have developed my linguistic skills from last year highlighting specific steps taken by myself to improve my personal oral skills to use in a classroom situation.  I have been able to progress in a number of ways with my Welsh linguistic skills which are included within this assignment. Also, I have assessed my own Welsh skills against the Welsh Language Competency Framework (Welsh Government, 2019) to show where I am currently and being able to see my next steps for improvement. Furthermore, I have demonstrated areas that need improvement with my linguistic skills especially my pronunciation. 

In reflection to the video of myself teaching a group of Nursery children about farm animals and feelings last year, I feel that I have developed my linguistic skills and have ways that I would like to further develop my linguistic skills. Since last year, I have learnt the Welsh alphabet through the use of song. Dzanic and Pejic (2016) believe that song helps to improve language development and increases motivation to learn as it is fun and includes repetition. Also, the use of song can help improve well-being (Grigg, 2015) and improved well-being is vital in order to improve learning (Issacs, 2013). Using song allows to improve the pronunciation of language giving myself and pupils deeper understanding of the sounds (Richards and Rodgers, 2001). Learning the Welsh alphabet has developed my ability to read Welsh and has improved my oral ability in order to speak to pupils in Welsh. In the video I struggled to pronounce certain words such as bendigedig. Furthermore, developing my knowledge of the Welsh alphabet has also allowed me to help pupils improve their pronunciation. 

Moreover, throughout Welsh language lectures I have been able to develop my ability to change verbs into commands as from my video I believe that I needed to use more Welsh commands not only to develop my own language development but also the pupils’ language skills. In lectures, I completed worksheets by adding on the appropriate ending to a verb to make it a command and repeating this pattern allowed me to remember the pattern. Larsen-Freeman (2012) suggests that the role of repetition in language learning is key to developing the learners understanding and memory of the learnt language allowing myself to improve my linguistic and the linguistic skills of pupils.

Since the second year of the degree I have been able to develop my ability to read, write and listen to respond to the question of what the weather is like and ask the question in the present, past and future tenses. Learning these skills by practising with partners within class has developed my confidence in using the variety of tenses in order to use the different tenses in class with the pupils. Dewey (1938) believes that learning by doing is beneficial as it gives experience to the learning allowing it to become more memorable and reflective. Furthermore, he suggests that people learn best when they are involved within the learning as it gives a more meaningful experience and gives them ownership of their own learning (Donaldson, 2015).

Moreover, I have been able to develop my linguistic skills since last year by improving my vocabulary in Welsh including learning parts of the body. In order to learn the parts of the body in Welsh, I used role play with a partner as if were in the doctor’s asking what was wrong and responding in Welsh. The use of role play allows for the experiment of pronouncing words in a safe environment which encourages mistakes and deepens understanding and engagement (Alkin and Christie, 2002). Livingstone (1983) suggests that there are benefits of using role play for language learning such as increasing interest and discipline however highlights that role play is often time consuming.  Also, I have extended my Welsh vocabulary of hobbies as I only knew a couple of basic hobbies. I was able to do this through the use of Total Physical Response (TPR), this enabled me to understand Welsh hobbies through the use of actions and helped me to link the Welsh word with the action making it more memorable. Asher and Price (1968) believe that the use of TPR helps children to learn languages more fluently as it uses play and actions therefore TPR would be a useful method to use within a classroom situation. In addition, I used the drilling method to help me learn the hobbies in Welsh because Tice (2005) suggests it is a useful method for repetition and memory therefore enhances pronunciation and confidence. However, the drilling method should not be used constantly as it may disengage myself and the students.

From reflecting on the video, I recorded of myself last year, it does not demonstrate my writing ability in Welsh however, I believe that my writing ability in Welsh has improved drastically. I was able to write simple sentences such as “Dw i’n hoffi siocled” last year however, now I have developed my sentence writing by expanding sentences through the use of because and adjectives to make it more interesting. Using word mats were hugely beneficial to expand my sentence writing as they model the correct sentence structure to allow me to expand not only my writing but also my oral abilities for use in a classroom situation. The modelling method allowed me to have a target to aim for and a success criteria of what to include within my sentence structure alongside an understanding of what is expected therefore, it would be a useful method to use within a classroom situation (Bromley, 2017). However, Haston (2007) suggests that modelling can be used incorrectly resulting in preventing pupils from learning therefore modelling should be used appropriately for pupil imitation.

From analysing myself from last year and with the progression I have made this year, I am going to assess myself against the Welsh Language Competency Framework (Welsh Government, 2019). For the listening strand of the framework I would assess myself at foundation level as I am able to interact with learners, answer simple questions and offer feedback and demonstrate what I have heard by asking appropriate questions. The speaking element of the framework I would assess myself at entry level as I can open and close the lesson using Welsh words and phrases with clear pronunciation on the whole and can present commands, questions and instructions to learners in a simple way. The reading element of the framework I would assess myself at foundation as I feel that in the video I read the text aloud confidently and discussed the text with the children to identify main points and express opinions however, I am dependent on notes to teach the lesson. For the final strand writing I would assess myself at entry level as I am able to write simple sentences and patterns correctly on the white board to present information to learners and I can produce basic written information within a framework but reply on word mats for prompts.


Looking forward from my linguistic skills from the video last year and developing them this year, I feel that there is more room for improvement. My confidence in speaking Welsh is quite low therefore to increase my oral ability in Welsh I will be making every effort to speak it with friends and family to familiarise myself with the pronunciation. Clement, Dornyei and Noels (1994) believe that using a language on a day to day basis allows you to become more confident and less anxious about making mistakes. Moreover, the Welsh Government (2017) suggest that in order to learn Welsh and become a confident speaker, you have to be immersed with the language therefore it becomes familiar and less anxious. Although this could increase my confidence in Welsh speaking however, it could mean that speaking Welsh to friends and family that are not familiar with the language cannot correct my mispronunciation. Furthermore, to increase my accuracy in pronunciation and understanding of Welsh, I will be listening to Welsh on television and radio as this would enhance my Welsh language skills and my motivation to learn the language (Gaerlan 2009, cited in Bernardo and Gaerlan, 2011, p.5). Kuppen (2010) suggests that media has a positive impact on language learning over a long-term basis as it enhances the knowledge of the language in a context and the pronunciation. On the other hand, there are few media sources that are available in Welsh making it difficult to be able to engage people like myself in learning Welsh at home. Estyn (2018) suggest that young people are not exposed to enough Welsh media however, Welsh Government (2017) are aiming to normalise the use of Welsh in all communities in Wales to help the confidence of Welsh people to speak Welsh in their local communities.

Inconclusion, from analysing the video from last year I feel that I have progressed with my pronunciation by learning the Welsh alphabet through song to help my understanding of the letter sounds. However, I feel that my confidence is low when having to speak Welsh, therefore this is an element that needs improvement along familiarising myself with the Welsh language on a daily basis to help with my pronunciation. My ability to extend my sentences with reasonings and adjectives to make them more interesting has improved but on the other hand this still needs development as I need a word mat in order to help me to create these sentences. I believe my strongest element is listening as I am able to understand more Welsh than I can write or speak myself. In regard to reading I feel confident reading simple texts or books to children, but I have to practise the book beforehand to ensure I have the correct pronunciation and write notes to ensure I do not forget any elements of the lesson.
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