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	13 Completed

	Falls from height – falling from scaffold, steps etc.
	Death, broken bones etc.
	E
	5
	4
	20
	· Wherever possible, always work from the ground.
· Ensure scaffold is erected by competent person and view hand-over certificate (see separate RAMS for scaffolding from contractor) NASC registered.
· Ensure scaffolding is inspected by competent person at designated intervals (Minimum 7 days).
· Ensure scaffold is designed (Design drawings and calculations to be available) and fitted with full edge protection, gates and brick / debris nets
· Ensure employees are instructed not to tamper with or alter scaffold and to report any defects.
· Ensure access ladders are suitable, inspected and clamped off.
· Ensure employees use tool belts to carry hand tools.
· Ensure scaffold is fitted with tested and fit for purpose hoist/materials lift for the render mix, aggregate and boards.
· Ensure scaffold had staircase system as opposed to ladders where possible (If boards need to be transported between lifts).
· Do not overload scaffold – know the SWL
· Ensure employees have suitable safety boots.
· NEVER use additional items (steps etc.) to gain extra height on working platform.
· Report any suspected scaffold defects immediately to the Site Manager.
· Ensure full edge protection on internal and external edges and ladder gates are provided. 
· Provide visibility lighting and warning signs in pedestrian areas.
	5
	1
	5
	A
	· Reinforce with toolbox talks.
· Scaffold must be fully enclosed with hand rail, intermediate rail, toe board and ladder gates – INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL PROTECTION.
· Weather and wind speed to be checked daily and no work undertaken if site manager feels weather conditions affect the safety of the workforce.
· Ongoing scaffold inspections to be carried out by Competent Person.
	

	Falling material and objects – items and debris falling from scaffold – items such as rainwater goods etc. falling from height
	Head injuries
	A
	3
	3
	9
	· Ensure that only the minimum number of tools and equipment are stored on the working platform.
· Ensure the scaffold is fitted with a tested, fit for purpose hoist / materials lift suitable for the loads.
· Place barriers in areas where falling material may injure other workers or the public.
· Instruct employees not to throw items from the scaffold – ensure waste is removed using purpose constructed enclosed waste chutes or by bringing individual sections of pipe etc. down the staircase (scaffold system).
· Ensure scaffold is fitted with suitable brick guards/debris nets etc.
· Ensure drainpipes, down pipes etc. is removed by hand in small manageable sections.
· Use a watch man on the ground where public may interfere with skip or waste chute
· Ensure employees wear suitable PPE (Steel toe cap safety boots, hard hats, impact eye protection etc.)
· Never leave waste on the scaffold deck.
	3
	1
	3
	A
	· 
	

	Mixing and using mortar

	Regular skin contact with mortar may cause serious skin condition and/or burns
	E
	3
	4
	12
	· Staff to be given a toolbox talk on the dangers of skin contact with mortar.
· Adequate washing facilities to be provided for staff.
· First aid equipment to include eyewash bottles of sterile water.
· Use cement or cement containing products within the use-by date. 
· Direct skin contact to be avoided, CE marked PVC gloves used when handling mortar. 
· Good washing facilities on site, with hot and cold water, soap and basins large enough to wash forearms.
· Principal contractor’s first aid includes emergency eyewash.
	3
	1
	3
	A
	· See CoSHH Assessment - CA 003 - Mortar
	

	Hazard to eyes,
cutting bricks
	Bricklayers could suffer eye injury through flying brick fragments.
	E,C, V
	4
	4
	16
	· Safety goggles (EN 166 B standard) worn when breaking bricks.
	4
	1
	4
	A
	· Use of goggles to be monitored by supervisor.
	

	Cutting bricks with Stihl Saw
	Staff may be exposed to silica dusts when cutting or sawing bricks leading to respiratory conditions
	A
	3
	4
	12
	· Use Stihl saw with trained operator.
· Wear dust mask whilst cutting.
· Safety goggles (EN 166 B standard) worn when breaking bricks.
· Wear ear defenders whilst cutting blocks and bricks
· Supervisors to regularly check that eye protection is being worn.
· Dust to be wetted before sweeping up.
· Operators will not wear loose clothing and ties.
· Disc cutters will only be used when standing on a firm, level base.
· Operators will ensure that all persons are kept away from areas where sparks or dust is directed.
· Equipment and discs, wheels will be visually checked, or damage before use by operators, ensuring operating speed is indicated. 
· Users will not use undue pressure, and will use the right disc/wheel. 
	3
	1
	6
	A
	· See CoSHH Assessment - CA 010 - Silica
	

	Operating a cement mixer
	Staff may be injured if mixer topples because of unstable ground.  Damage to electrical parts of the mixer may lead to electric shock resulting in burns/death
	E,C
	4
	3
	12
	· Cement mixer to be located on firm level ground.
· Mixer to be fitted with all relevant guarding.
· Mixer to operate at 110 Volts and be PAT tested every three months.
· Mixer to be inspected for damage each day prior to work commencing.
· Transport of small amounts of bricks and mortar to be by wheelbarrow
· Mortar mixing by experts and support staff only
· Mortar fed into mixer by shovel from adjacent skip or mortar pile
	2
	3
	6
	A
	· 
	

	Getting around on site
	Stepping on nails or other sharp objects may cause shoe penetration leading to foot injuries
	A
	3
	3
	9
	· All site staff to be provided with safety footwear with steel toecaps and mid-sole protection.
· Supervisors to ensure that protective footwear is worn at all times on site.
· Construction waste to be cleared up regularly to minimise this risk.
	1
	3
	3
	A
	· Supervisor to ensure that workers wear safety footwear whenever on site.
· Conduct daily and weekly documented site inspections.
	

	Slips and trips
	All workers may suffer sprains or fractures if they trip over waste including brick bands and pallet debris. 
Slips at height could result in a serious fall.
	E, C, V
	4
	4
	16
	· Good housekeeping maintained at all times. 
· Waste including brick bands and pallet debris disposed of in skip. 
· Safety footwear provided to all workers. 
· Safe route to workplace agreed with principal contractor based on construction phase health and safety plan.
	4
	1
	4
	A
	· 
	

	Falling objects 
hitting head or body, 
including feet
	Serious head and other 
injuries to workers, others 
on site and members of the 
public.
	A
	5
	4
	20
	· Waste materials removed from scaffolding and placed in van 
· Safety helmets and protective footwear (with steel toecaps and mid-soles) supplied and worn at all times.
· Erect barriers to keep visitors and public out of working area.
	5
	1
	5
	A
	· Supervisor to monitor use of safety hats and protective footwear.
	

	General site work
	Falling objects may cause serious head injuries
	E,V, C
	5
	3
	15
	· Safety helmets to be provided and worn at all times when working on site.
· Brick guards to be kept in position on scaffolding.
· All waste materials to be regularly removed from scaffolding as work progresses.
	2
	3
	6
	A
	
	

	Hand Arm Vibration 
	HAVS
	E
	4
	2
	8
	· Ensure that vibration damped equipment is specified wherever possible.
· Ensure that vibration data is obtained for all equipment and put through the HSE vibration exposure calculator – see separate document.
· Ensure that jobs using vibrating tools are rotated amongst the team.
· Ensure that tools and equipment are well maintained and any defects reported immediately.
· Ensure operatives are wearing gloves.
· Issue HAVS questionnaire to employees.
· Undertake health surveillance.
	4
	1
	4
	A
	
	

	The provision of welfare facilities and first aid
	Failure to provide washing facilities or first aid may lead to skin conditions and inability to provide emergency first aid treatment
	E, C, V
	4
	3
	12
	· The principal contractor on site to prove adequate welfare facilities prior to work commencing. 
· No work to start unless these facilities have been provided.  Facilities must include; flushing WC; hot and cold running water with a wash basin and soap and towels; facilities to eat meals; first aid equipment and a place to dry wet clothing.
· Supervisor to brief bricklayers as to the facilities available and the arrangements to keep them clean.
	1
	3
	3
	A
	
	

	Workers struck or
crushed by moving
vehicles on site
	Workers could suffer serious
or even fatal injuries from
vehicles and machines on
site – particularly when
reversing
	E, C, V
	5
	5
	24
	· Manager to agree safe route to work area based upon the construction phase plan.
· Induction to each site to be carried out for all workers on first day.
· Supervisor to liaise with site manager to ensure safe route stays clear.
· High-visibility vests to be provided.
· Manager to check vests are worn
	5
	2
	5
	A
	· 
	

	Manual handling on site

	Failure to carry out manual handling operations safely may lead to back injuries
	
	3
	4
	12
	· Bricks and blocks to be covered in storage to prevent them taking up water and increasing their weight.
· Sack trolleys to be used for moving loads of bricks/blocks on scaffold.
· Blocks, bricks do not weigh over 15kg.
· Bricks, mortar etc. to be transported and lifted to scaffold using telehandler.
· Provision of lifting bay.
· Spot boards to be raised with blocks to easy working height.
· Check at tender stage for any blocks or lintels over 20 kg and make arrangements.
· Heaviest blocks and lintels are no more than 15 kg, no special arrangements necessary.
	2
	3
	6
	A
	· All workers to be instructed not to carry materials up by hand.
	

	Authorised by
The Responsible Manager
	Signed:
	Dated:





	I have been taken through this risk assessment and sign to acknowledge that I understand the content, that I have had the opportunity to ask questions and understand the requirements to ensure my health & safety and the health & safety of others, whom may be affected by what I do

	Name
	
	Signed
	
	Date
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



	At Risk
	Severity
	Probability
	Risk Rating
	

	E - Employees
	1
	No Injury
	1
	Very Unlikely
	1 – 5
	LO W
	A - Acceptable
	

	C - Contractors
	2
	Minor Injury
	2
	Unlikely
	6 - 14
	MEDIUM
	M - More Analysis Required
	

	V - Visitors
	3
	+3 Day Absence
	3
	Likely
	15 - 25
	HIGH
	U – Unacceptable Risk
	

	P - Public
	4
	Major Injury 
	4
	Very Likely
	
	
	
	

	A - All
	5
	Death
	5
	Virtually Certain
	
	
	
	



