Start At My Feet - Commentary
	Targets:
	What I have done in this assignment:

	Read even more relevant books and journal articles when researching.
	Used further books, journals and articles to follow out wider research. 

	Continue to synthesise research into your writing to aid the support of your key points.
	I have used a number of different sources. 

	Continue to develop a critical approach throughout, offering the opposing view whenever possible.
	Ensured to criticise each point and take into consideration all arguments. 

	Take care with the format for writing.
	Clearly set out my work into paragraphs, which allows the reader to read my assignment clearly. 



School X central point is to ensure that the child's rights are placed at the forefront of the school by guaranteeing all learners are continuously supported. They promote an inclusive environment where all students are treated equally and have equitable access to the curriculum. Adults have tasks and obligations to ensure that children's rights are respected. The United Nations 1989 Convention on the rights of the child (UNCRC) upholds these rights. The Convention provides an ideal plan for teaching, that encourages everyone to value and show consideration for each other (Burrell and Riley, 2005, p.23). School X actively supports the UNCRC and are a recognised rights respecting school at gold level (School X Website). Teachers within school x showcase an outstanding quality of care towards the children by encouraging pupils spiritual, moral, social and cultural development which has a positive impact on student's wellbeing. They also inspire students to reflect on their rights and obligations, which greatly influences their mutual respect (Estyn, 2016). The new curriculum and the emphasis of promoting health and confidence of students align seamlessly. This is demonstrated throughout the school by showcasing the principles and connecting them to the 4 purposes. School X is located in a nearby council area with high poverty levels. There are a total of 646 learners attending School X. During 2022 29.4% of learners were eligible for free school meals over a three-year average, but now, learners who are enrolled in full-time education such as nursey, reception, Years one and two automatically qualify for the new Universal Free Primary School Meals Scheme (School X Website). This scheme was implemented to help address the rise of cost-of-living pressures on families. By doing so this ensures that every child has access to meals during the school day, leaving no child hungry (Welsh Government, 2007). Currently, 31% of pupils within school x are entitled to the Free Primary School Meal Scheme (FSM) which is greater than all Wales average figure of 20%. This is due to many of the pupils coming from families facing economic challenges (School X Website). The Welsh Governments plan on child poverty lays out their vision and goals for reducing child poverty. A way in which schools can support their strategy is by taking a whole school approach to raise achievements for the disadvantaged learners (Estyn, 2012). School X assessed the needs of the learners and examined what they lack. They develop strategies to ensure those needs are met and implementing effective solutions for those learners (Welsh Government, 2022). 
School X show case a strong and beneficial collaboration with families, the community and local authorities. The school believes it is essential for teachers to foster a positive relationship with parents/guardians during the school year. In most circumstances parents/guardians have the deepest understanding of their child's strengths and weaknesses. As a school it is crucial to utilise the information available to benefit the child (Loughran, 2008). To help facilitate this process, clear communication should be provided between parents/guardians and the school. During my time at bridging, we were informed that a significant number of parents had a rigorous experience during their own time in education. Due to this school x believes it is crucial for the school to create an inviting atmosphere which allows the parents to feel comfortable when visiting. Aswell as this, ensuring that parents have easy access to a variety of resources can potentially improve the parents' perception and attitude towards the school. There are a number of parenting workshops organised at school x. Holding parenting workshops allows regular parental engagement sessions which can contribute to a parent's attitude towards parenting in a positive way. They can also enhance communication skills between the parent and child, which overall can encourage a stronger bond within the entire family (Rothe, Rogers-Tanner and Skrypek, 2016). School X has introduced ‘find out Fridays’ which provides parents to grasp the fundamentals of parenting and understanding their child's requirements. Different professional representatives from the community, work in partnership with the school and attend these sessions, this ensures the information being carried out is accurate. The sessions link with what the children are being taught, which allow parents to understand how they can assist what their child is learning with their own personal teaching at home (Unknown, n.d). During the sessions parents/guardians are reassured of any issues they may have about their children by promoting them to voice their concerns, share experiences and advice (School X Website). This also enables health professionals such as doctors to visit and administer vaccinations to the children. Within the local area it can be challenging to secure a doctor's appointment, this solution proves to be immensely beneficial for parents struggling to book an appointment. However, parents may encounter obstacles that contribute to why they are unable to attend the parental workshops. Time and transportation may be a cause due to the majority of parents within the area of school x being working-class. Another factor which may be responsible are language barriers, those whose first language is not English or who struggle with communication, may not have the confidence to attend the sessions (Goodall, 2011). Generally, when parents/guardians have a positive relationship with the school, it benefits the child and allows them to learn without any concerns. A further approach implemented within school x to support parents/guardians is the family ELSA programme. The programme is set to be 6 weeks though if required the programme can be extended beyond the initial 6-week period. This is an additional session for families to attend, where they are given the opportunity to engage in a discourse regarding challenges they are facing as a family. ELSA’s can visit the homes of each family when required to do so, this enables parents to feel content and permit ELSA’s to understand daily routines carried out within the home. ELSA support focuses on creating a respectful relationship which acknowledges difficulties families, and a young child may be facing. They work towards specific aims that are realistic and achievable (ELSA, 2017). This facilitates an individual to develop coping and talking strategies which can benefit them in the future. The ELSA programme encourages a child to gain greater self-awareness and oversee educational responsibilities (Balampanidou, 2019). Roadmaps and action plans are conversed with the family ELSA to enable            families and school x to identify the actions needed to support the child's engagement. The Welsh Government (2016) suggests that “effective engagement should lead to improvements in learners' attainment and behaviour”. It is important to consider the downsides of the ELSA programme and how it can impact individuals. Experiences of individuals becoming unresponsive and not co-operative when questioned about their challenges. This can lead to the programme having the opposite effect on the individual and greatening the challenges they have. ELSAs are well placed and provide support however an individual or their family may not always be the most suitable person to collaborate with, for instance, they may have formed a trusting relationship with another member of staff and express a preference to work with them (Bowerman and Davies, 2018). 
Aswell as engaging with families, school x also values the significance of actively participating and connecting with the community. During bridging they introduced us to the ‘Take what you need Trolley’ and shared information about what the trolley holds. Since school x is situated in an economically disadvantaged area, they believed by providing essential household items to the community could be extremely beneficial. Anyone within the community is eligible to take the resources provided due to the trolley is located just outside the school grounds. The trolley holds items such as home washing supplies, toys, books nappies and the clothes that are available varies based on the conditions outside. By making these resources available to the community can better relationships between school x and the residents (Welsh Government, 2023). It additionally, promotes children to understand respect for one another and grasp the significance of giving back (TeacherLists, 2017). Moreover, school x also implemented a ‘take what you need tray’ in each classroom where the students can access the items they need. Within the trays they contain snack bars and fruit for those who did not bring a snack in, this ensures the children do not experience hunger during their break time and have the necessary nourishment to focus on the schoolwork. School supplies can also be found within the tray to ensure that each child is able to perform and carry out their work. School X strongly believes that everyone should have an opportunity to develop their skills and gain qualifications. School x provides support with employment and local authority matters by implementing the ‘Dock Leaf Project’ to allow individuals to thrive and achieve their goals. The project is targeted towards parents/guardians who are unemployed however everyone within the community can submit their application. The project entails individuals to train as a Learning Support Assistant whilst gaining qualifications and experience within the school. Participants are able to comprehend the value of student's education and gain further parenting skills (School X Website). The main aim of the dock leaf project is to get people of the local community back in the workplace. The Doc Leaf Project consists of voluntary placement 2 days a week (16 hours), as well as working in partnership with the local college to join an accreditation program where the volunteers gain qualifications that can be used within schools or other vocations. This guarantees individuals to acquire a NVQ qualification in childcare or teaching and learning. It crucial to consider that volunteers who have childcare responsibilities may find it difficult to balance or manage these tasks, additionally they may also find managing the amount of work and new information challenging to learn due to their childcare duties (School X Website). 
To summarise, based on my research through bridging and wider research schools can have a significant influence on the local community. It is important that schools do not just cater for the students, they need to cater for their families especially those facing low socioeconomic hardship. One of the components I have learnt from my bridging experiences and believe is extremely beneficial for both the students and their families are home visits. Home visits can value the parent's interaction with their child's education and allows the school to gain a better understanding about the pupils needs. (Graff, 2019). School x carries out their home visits before the child enters early years. I would like to utilise this strategy when I am a teacher as it gives the child and parent an opportunity to feel comfort and allows the teachers to grasp an understanding of the child's personality by observing their behaviour in their home setting. This aligns with the QTS standards, especially, to promote good progress and outcomes for pupils. To ensure teachers are “aware of pupils’ capabilities and their prior knowledge, and plan teaching to build on these” (Department for Education, 2021). By understanding the child's existing knowledge before starting school, teachers are able to implement appropriate strategies, where they are therefore able to support the child's progression. Home visits also connects to leadership within the QTS standards, by demonstrating professional attitudes and building positive relationships with learners, parents/guardians and colleagues. Another approach I would like to use within my teaching that school x has executed accurately is embracing diverse traditions as a whole school topic. This encourages acceptance and supports students to understand different cultures within their local community. Students can feel comfortable by being their authentic selves in a safe space which reinforces positive mental health and wellbeing for the children (Drexel University School of Education, 2023). This can link in with QTS standards supporting various students' needs by ‘adapting their teaching to respond to the strengths and needs of all pupils’ (Department for Education, 2021). This guarantees that every child receives necessary support and can depend on the teacher for the appropriate work. 
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