Evidence based policing and applications

“Classical criminology is grounded in the tenets of free will nationality and hedonism” (Exium, M.L., 2002 – The application of robustness of the rational choice perspective in the study of intoxicated and angry intentions to aggress)
This idea was been carried through modern criminology and our current justice system.
Classical criminology is founded on a group of philosophers with a common outlook on crime, law and punishment. The major contributors and key thinkers were Cesare Beccaria and Jeremy Bentham each with their own influential pieces of writing, Beccaria’s essay on Crime and Punishment in 1764, (Beccaria, C. 1986 – On crimes and punishment, Indianapolis) and Bentham’s “An introduction to the principles of Morals and legislation” (Bentham, J, & Lafleur, L.J. 1948 – An introduction to the principles of morals and legislation. New York). Each combined with contributions and ideas from fellow philosophers, such as Hobbes and David Hume, have created the backbone of what we now refer to as classical criminology in hopes of reforming the current criminal justice system.
Classical criminology is composed of five major aspects which are reflected in most theories connected to classicism and linked to various aspects of modern society. They include rationality, hedonism, punishment, human rights and due process.
I will try and break down each one so that we have a better understanding of what crime and criminality is.
Rationality is based on the theory that every individual is rational and when crime is committed is a result of free will. That means that an individual forms a train of thought in which they consider the actions and the repercussions of the actions and decide to either commit the crime or not. This is part of human behavior that an individual makes an informed and calculated decision to maximize pleasure and minimize pain which stands as grounds for committing the crime or not.
Hedonism is defined as the pursuit of pleasure, sensual self indulgence. Why is this important ? Because this is factoring into the decision to pursue a course of action that will bring the individual pleasure not pain and thus cancelling in most cases the possibility of committing a crime which would stand in the way of said principle.
Both of these principles take into consideration the third and that is punishment. Basic principles state that every action has a reaction. So every crime has a punishment. Most of us think before we perform any action being that is a good thing and specially a bad one. But punishment is essential for keeping a society in place and to try to influence human decision – making in regards to crime and criminality.
Policing today is based on such principles but with everything, things evolve and thou classical thinking is grounds for police work new methods were and are developed everyday to aid in solving crimes. A couple of examples of the new policing methods are SARA, HotSpot and POP. Each or all together are aids for police work.
SARA stands for scanning, analysis, response and assessment. It helps to apply problem solving ideas to police practice. It is part of policing that encourages working creatively and collaboratively with partners and communities experience problems. This model has become the basis for many polices agencies training methods and problem-solving efforts.
HotSpot targets resources and activities in hot spots. The strategy is based on the idea that crime is not evenly spread in neighborhoods but clustered in small locations. Hot spots are areas with persistently high levels of crime and disorder. 
POP or problem oriented policing, was developed by Herman Goldstein, a professor at University of Wisconsin – Madison in 1979 and accents analysis of groups of incidents , identifying the causes and devising solutions by using a wide variety of public and private resources.
All of these have their flaws but when used together effectively, crime solving has a better chance of being accurate and fast.
The difference between classical criminology thinking and the new methods is that classical criminology relies more on studying the human behavior and the reasons someone would commit a crime and tries to prevent or solve crime by introducing a set of rules meant to influence human behavior. New methods focus more on statistical data technology who together with analyzing human behavior makes crime solving easier and faster, policing being a result oriented profession based on hard evidence and fact finding.
Yes, classical criminology has its advantages. As for example the study of human behavior is non invasive and can create a pattern to which all future crime solving can be based. It is also the basis of punishment development taking into consideration that because of principles of classical criminology punishment is used to influence bad behavior. 
But human behavior is not enough to establish if a crime is or is going to be committed. Many individuals seem as incapable of committing a crime and than technology and data analysis and fact finding take a front place in solving such problems. And also consistency and proportionality in sentencing is not always assured as their individual bias that may come from the judge or jury or even society as a whole which effects how much punishment one is to get for a crime that is not proportionate to the harm they have caused, this continues to happen in racial bias cases or even cases of the mentally ill.
I am going to introduce myself in this equation and hope that my case will prove my point. I was a victim of domestic violence from my now ex husband. Nothing would have predicted this in the beginning. His behavior was spot on towards me and our children. He didn’t exhibit any aggressiveness in any way or situation not just at home but in society. 
But everything changed after a while. I couldn’t find a reason or a trigger for his behavior. Quarrels are common in a marriage or a relationship so I thought nothing of it. All culminated when our marriage was headed to an end. we have two children and in our last vacation together his aggressive nature came to life. Bad language, emotional distress towards me and our kids, shouting and physical harm towards me and our first born. I considered an incident at first but when this continued on a daily basis first thing I did is report to police all the incidents.
The police after consoling me and the kids, I was referred to MARAC and Women’s Aid in order to help me with dealing with the whole situation and create a safe environment for me and the kids, psychological factor being of upmost importance in me giving an accurate description of what happened. After they considered me safe, they pursued my claims  and first thing they did is asked for evidence of the incident which I provided. They took a statement from me and the kids.  They did their due diligence and decided that the evidence presented can be used to establish blame. After that,  they interviewed the neighbors and friends and family to establish a pattern of behavior. And only after all data was collected and the evidence presented they arrested him confronted him with hard facts and evidence and moved forward. All this time, from the time I first walked into the police station and up until the point he was arrested, the police kept constant communication with me and made sure that my physical and mental health are at the highest level. They took his statement and decided based on the facts, evidence and statements took from the parties involved and community I was living in that he is without a doubt guilty of the crime he was reported for. He was punished according to the laws in place and I was still monitored by them and the specialized institutions so that I can resume a normal healthy life.
My situation highlights the fact that new methods of policing are more effective in establishing if a crime was committed, the suspect is indeed to blame for the crime that was supposed to be committed and to take proper action based on hard facts. Not only that but new methods also help the victims in dealing with whatever they go thru and help them resume to the normality before the incidents. If only his behavior was analyzed they could have not decide for sure that what I was accusing him for was indeed the things he had done. Only fact finding, hard evidence, interviews painted the whole picture and gave police everything they needed to confidently move forward with arrest and prosecution of said deed.
My incident and how the police reacted to everything was one of the deciding factor of me joining the police force. 
I consider that simple human behavior is just not enough. Mistakes can be made and innocent people may be wrongfully accused or criminals can get thru the wires and commit crimes constantly. In my case I told my story before going to the police to people and based on his behavior around other people I was just not believed. Only after police made use of the modern ways of solving crimes my situations was solved and the responsible was punished according to the crime.
Hope this incident painted a clear picture of the differences between the classical methods and the new ones. Not to say that classical criminology is useless. Not at all. As previously stated, classic criminology has stood the test of time and decided what new methods should be used on a daily basis in order for a more safe and secure society.
A society built on rules and regulations meant to keep everyone in place including the people who are designated to keep us safe. Like in football, a team can not be build with just new players. You need a solid proven old method to develop new and improved methods to help out. So despite the criticism, classicism continues to exert a significant and consistent influence on western modern criminal justice and contemporary criminology.
I am sure that today’s methods will serve as basis for future development of policing methods which will aid even more in criminology. Technology will probably or most assuredly play a major role in removing factors that could potentially come into play and get in the way of solving problems fast. This is the age of speed after all.
But these methods can be useful not only in police work but in day to day life as well. From raising kids to deciding what news to take as real or not, these are skills that once developed can open a new way of thinking, a brand new perspective on the world and society today. 
Well, this is my understanding of criminology its past, present and future. Professional policing is a very hard and mentally soliciting job but I look forward in becoming part of the solution and blending the old and the new in order to help solving society’s problems in regards to crime and criminality.

