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For my dissertation, I want to talk about the question ‘What are the influences female photographers have had on the modern world?’ I have wondered what impact female photographers had on the world so I thought I would research this further delve into this subject and research into the female pioneers of photography. To do this I will be looking into the history of the medium and the artists who helped create what the world is today. So, for my proposal I will be looking at the three key words that relate to my question and research into them with more depth.

My first key word is pioneers. The definition of being a pioneer is being the first to use or apply a method or knowledge. In this case, I’m looking at female pioneers who had developed a process or technique that became a very important part of the development of photography/the modern world. These pioneers shaped the way photography is today and I think by looking into them will explain more about how there were women photographers that had an impact on photography over the years that then had an impact on modern life. Photographers that I want to look at are Laure Albin Guillot and Anna Atkins.
[image: download.jpeg]Laure Albin Guillot was a French artist and a writer on the subject of photography. She is known as being one of the most important names in the field. She was one of the pioneers of micro and product photography. She used her product photography to advertise materials by the press and publishing industry. Her micro photography showed that her unrivalled technical skills were flexed. Laure was described as an active leader in her field. Within France, she was an influential member of a number of photographic societies. The archive of her work went on to form the foundations of the Ministry of Culture. I think that this is a good example of a woman pioneer having an impact on the medium because the Ministry of Culture is the part of the French government that is in charge of the national museums. While researching for the Ministry of Culture, I came across an article of a refugee photographer, Abdul Saboor, whose photographs were shown there. Looking at this I can see that without her work and her input into the photography, smaller artists like Abdul wouldn’t have the chance to have his own success. 
[image: th.jpeg]Anna Atkins is the second photographer I am going to look at. She is one of the biggest pioneers in photography history, along with being the very first female photographer, because of her use with the camera-less cyanotype photographic technique. She was also one of the first people in history to publish a book using light-sensitive materials in 1842 and by doing this, she pioneered photography to be an accurate medium for scientific illustrations. The cyanotype process was used by engineers well into the 20th century to produce low cost copies of drawings, which were referred to as blue prints. Her involvement with them made them become as popular as they did which, still get used to this day. Her impact with the way we look at science through her botanical work created a way for botanists to reveal previously unseen textures of the plants they were studying.
The text that I want to read for this piece of my research is Pioneers of Photography by Aaron Scharf. I think that this would be a good book to read, along with others, as it will explain in more detail about the female pioneers that created the photography world as it is today. 

My second keyword is influential. The definition of influence is to have great influence on someone or something. I am going to be looking at some of the most influential female photographers that have had an impact on the modern world and the subjects that are currently present. I thought that I would use influential as a keyword because most things that have happened or happening is usually down to something that has been influenced by something else so I thought that this would be a good starting point. 
A female photographer who I thought has had a lot of influence is Cindy Sherman. Cindy has been described as being a widely recognized as one of the most important and influential artist in contemporary art. She turned to photography at the end of the 1970s in order to explore a wide range of common female social roles or personas. Her work mostly included [image: g02a58untitled-film-still-58-1980_large.jpg]self-portraiture that guided the audience to reconsider common stereotypes and cultural assumptions. The ‘parody of female stereotypes’ within her work were criticized for catering to the male gaze, although, she knowingly takes on these female roles to be able to question their popularity. I think that Cindy has been very influential because she keeps pushing the bar of what the norm for female photography usually is. I think that this has had an impact because not only have other photographers or artists followed this exact lead but it impacts the whole feminism scene which she saw the mass media clichés and appropriate them in an ironic manner. Her images made viewers self-conscious about how artificial and highly constructed female portraits could prove on close inspection. 
[image: fc39c6f7-843b-4771-a5c1-f8ed2f93d98c.jpeg]Another influential photographer that I have been looking at is Nan Goldin. I decided to look at Nan because of her work with the LGBT and the HIV crisis. I have found that Nan was a cry influential person because of her work with this subject, she opened people’s eyes to the gay subculture and the lifestyle that was often looked at as being taboo. She made it seem more normal and that the drag queens that she photographed were too real people. I think that this influence has affected the modern world as I think this was a starting point of people in the ‘grunge’ scene were more popularized and less hidden than they previously had been. These days this sort of style is normalized and less shocking than it was when Nan Goldin released her images to the public. Even though I don’t think that this is entirely down to her although I do think she had a part to play in how the LGBT and pop punk scene is in the modern day.   
The last influential photographer that I am going to look at is Shirin Neshat. Shirin is a visual artist who although is Iranian, now lives in New York City. She focuses her work primarily on the contrasts between Islam and the West. Within these works she delves into femininity and masculinity, public life and private life. Some of her early works, such as Women of Allah, are very popular as they are some of the first pieces of work to represent Islamic women in photography. I have looked at this series of work before when I was looking at [image: shirin_neshat-05.jpg]text within an image. Her images include Islamic text written on either the skin or clothing of the female in the photograph. These images often include body parts of a women or often a portrait with a gun included. The meaning behind this photographic series was to show Iranian women’s involvement in the Iran-Iraq War. I think that Shirin’s work has been very influential because it shows a side to the Islamic wars that we never really think about. We often do not think about the women behind war, nether less women behind a war that isn’t a war in our country. It makes us think a lot more about what is going on and in the modern day, it’s something we need to think about and something we need to have knowledge of and Shirin has completed this in a very successful way. 

My third keyword is female. My whole subject is pin pointed on female photographers so I thought I would look at females who have shot the subject of feminism in a successful and influential way that has impacted the modern world. 
[image: poster-signs.jpg]The first photographer that I have looked at is Sarah Maple. She has been described as one of England’s most important and influential feminist artists. She has a powerful visual voice and explore what it means to be a young woman in the 21st century. She speaks at events around the world and is constantly bold and self-assured within her work. She also works with the theme of Islamic women in her work but also adds humor to it. I think that she has had an impact because, although she is a very current photographer rather than historic, she has meaning and power behind each of her images which impacts the viewer. 
I will look more into the females behind the shaping of the current world when I create my dissertation to find out more about what they have done for us and look more into the photography that has impacted us as a generation. 

These keywords have led me to this thought point because it’s always been something I have been interested in researching more of but hadn’t until now. Each of these key words have massively helped me to gather information to be able to help me when I do my dissertation. When looking at the keyword pioneers, I am able to find the women that started it all, that took the stand and created or started something that will forever be remembered in history, that impacted the world and changed things forever and not just with photography. What they have created rippled on and kept going and made history and it all started with them which amazes me to no extent. With Influential being a key word, I am able to see how women photographers have kept inspiring other people and how they will continue to keep inspiring others, artists and non-artists, and keep changing the modern world bit by bit. The subject of females will forever be a changing subject, the historic and current female photographers will constantly be a subject that people will talk about and have opinions of. I am intrigued to delve into this further and research a lot more for the dissertation. 

So, leading up to my dissertation, my question remains, What are the influences female photographers have had on the modern world?
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